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Ws Prack and the bleſſing of heaven reſt 
on my Matilda, may ſorrow for the loſs of an 
unfortunate mother be alleviated by the remem- 
| brance of her ſufferings, and while this feeble 
frame is decaying in the duſt may ſhe be advanc- 
ing in knowledge and virtue, till the hour that 
11 Again unite us in re immortal. . 


en while the lovely child, for whoſe 
| telicity her laſt breath had been ſpent in ſuppli- 
cation, was a gueſt at the diſtant abode of a 
friend—unconſcious of the miſery that awaited 
her, and ing no other alloy to the innocent 
vol. I. 1 E 5 


Such was the expiring prayer of the Sos: of 0 


3 MATILDA FITZ- AUPIN, 
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What zroſe f from the recollection that her m other 
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Was not preſent to ſhare them 


Mrs. Fitz - Aubin was a native of nah 3 whoſe 
charms had captivated the eldeſt ſon of an Eng- 
liſh gentleman, when, during his travels, he had 
made ſome reſidence at Naples — ſlie was then a 
temporary dependent on the bene volence of the 
Engliſh Ambaſſador, in whoſe family her father 
had been chaplain, and by whoſe intereſt ſhe 
wiſhed to obtain a ſituation as governeſs in ſore 
| Engliſh family, or a recommendation to teach 
the Italian language to ſome of the female nobi- 
lity of his acquaintance in London. 


From this ſtate of uncertain Kpendkhce the 
was emancipated by the generoſity of Fitz-Au- 
bin, who foreibly ſtruck with: her beauty and 
merit, made her a propoſal of marriage, without. 
waiting to-aſk his father's approbation, or with- 
out ſufficiently reflecting that ſuch a meaſure was 
neceſſary. The old. gentleman in his abſence 
had been negociating a match for him with the 
Heireſs of an affluent peer, lately deceaſed, whoſe 
preſent guardian was his moſt intimate friend, 
and when in anſwer to the ſetter which atquaint- 
ed him with this treaty and commanded his re- 
turn to fulfil the engagement, Fitz-Aubin in- 
formed him that ſuch a compliance was no longer 
in his power, his 1 95 and Ce wot were ben 
22g all bounds, | | * 
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< "Hopi that the lovelinefs and Allable quali. , 
ties of his wife would ſoften the reſentment of 
his father, young Fitz-Aubin took her immedi- 
ately to England. But this marriage, contrafted 
without his conſent, never obtained his forgive- 
neſs, and though the eſtate at his death was in- 
tailed upon his ſon, he reſolutely refuſed either 
to ſee him, or to furniſh the means of his i im- 
mediate ſubſiſtence. The good offices of à diſ- 
tant relation at laſt obtained for them a trifling 
allowance, and procured Fitz-Aubin a place un- 
der government; but his higli ſpirit could ill 
brook a ſituation ſo inferior to the proſpects 
with which he had been educated. To be ſeen 
by the gay companions with whom he had for- 
merly aſſociated, drudging as a clerk in a public 
office, Was a degradation which all his affection 
for his wife could not enable him to ſupport. 
He reſigned his employment, and the ſame friend 
who had been the means of obtaining 1 it, having 
ſome intereſt, though not poſſeſſing the power 
of affording him much pecuniary - aſſiſtance, 
made him an offer of an appointment to the 
Eaſt Indies, i in a line which” Was likely t to ad 
to a rapid accumulation of fortune. ©: 14 At 
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This propoſal was eagerly accepted; Fe" as 
the indiſpoſition of his wife would not then per- 
mit her to undertake a voyage, and it was necoſ- 
uy that be ſhould fail immediately, it, was RE” 
3 2 . 
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tled- that ſhe ſhould. follow him as ſoon; as her 
health was re-eſtabliſhed, waiting only to hear Wo: 
from himſelf that, the ſituation, was ſufficiently — 7 
4 gible to induce his continuance there. 


This plan ſettled, Fitz. Rubin departed, having 

:  reſighed for the ſupport of his Wife and fittle 
5 Bir irl the whoſe of his annual income, "which dick 
not exceed one hundred poumds. Softening the 
Torrows of ſeparation by the proſpect of her be- 
ing ſhortly reunited to him, and the recollection 
that this painful abſence was his only chance fbr 
= obtaining the means of fupporting her in a ſtyle 
Ss Adequate to ber r deſert, and his 3, own ExpeAia- 

+| tions. y 
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þ LODI LSE BG. Falga” 
W hen ine; 3 was genes Mrs. Fitz-Au- 
ui ſank into a dejection of mind, which con- 
ſiderabiy enfeebled her frame and retarded; her 
een but upon the hope of bear- 
ing from him and ſpeedily following him. her 
8 {dani increaſed; as that period approached, but 
the intelligence ſhe was fated to receive, was ill 
calculated to ſooth it. The veſſel had! ſafely 
reached Madraſs when Fitz-Aubin was ſeized 
Ne Vvith a violent fever, which carried him off a 
fe days after he had landed, without the power wn 
of making any farthet proviſion for his wife and 1 
e and leaving thoſe objects of bis deareſt 
affe ction, to the merey of an unrelenting father, 
tl the „ of a an 1 ER. world. 


It was for a long time improbable that the 
bete widow would ever recover from the 
dangerous iltneſs Which Was the confeqitence 0 
her affliction. When ſhe at len gth regained her 
reaſon, the only confolation of her miſery was 
the infant Matilda, and for her ſhe endeavoured | 
to preſerve herſelf: But, when the news of his 
5 ſon'e s death reached Mr. Pitz. Aubin, far from 
1 conſidering himfelf as acceſfary to that. melan- | 
= — <holy event, by forcing him to leave his native 
g country ip queſt of fortune, he denounced freſh 
vengeance and imprecations upon the wretched | 
Lauretta, and accuſing her of having ſeduced 
him from his obedience, and cauſing this laſt ef- 
fort at independence which had been fo. fatally 
terminated, he withdrew the ſimall pittance he 
had hitherto allowed them, and the unfortunate 
mother, together with her child, might have 
periſhed, even for want of the common neceſ- 
faries, if the ſame relation, who had affiſted her 
-"hifband, had not fcoured her from impending = 
if - deftruMion; by purchafing an annuity for herſelf. 
This was the laſt inſtance of friendſhip he 
Was enabled to ſhew her, as à ſudden death de- 
prived her ſoon! after of the only friend ſhe had 
an earth, and the ſole protection ſhe had anti- 
Cipated for her daughter, When ſae berſelf 
would no longer be F een over 

TS, Be een" innogenge, 7 37 33: nc; 
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The property of this gentleman, which was 
not very conſiderable, deſcended to his ſon, WhO 
bad been ſome years married to the heireſs. of a 
wealthy citizen. Mr. John Darwick had been 0 
introduced by his far her. to Mrs, Fitz-Aubin, and 8 
in conſequence the received an invitation from 1 
his lady; but the vulgar pride and importance 
of her manners, were ſo diſguſting to the wounded 
mind of ber viſitant, that ſhe excuſed :herſe]f 
ever. after, on the ſcore of ill health, from be- 
ing ſubjected to ſimilar inſults, and retiring with 
ber daughter to a convent in France, the en- 
ployed her whole time in inſpiring the princi- 
les of religion and virtue into her mind, and 
5 adding the poliſh of cultivation to her natural 
abilities In this ſituation, Ars annuity was 
g more than ſufficicat for her ſupport; and nine 
Jears, had elapſed ſince, the death of her. huſ- 

7 band, when a Jingering diſorder, which had been 
for ſome time preying upon her conflitution, . 
. increaſed ſo rapidly that ſhe was deſirous of « con- 
ſulting the Engliſh phyſicians, and alſo of recom- 
mending her child to the ſon of her former be- 

1 nefactor— for this purpoſe ſhe came over to Eng- 

: 8 land, bringing wit her Matilda, then near thir- 
| teen; years old. On receiving her letter, Mr. 
Dar ick immediately came to viſit. her, and as 

he had been adviſed to try the waters of 

Bristol, and fancied herſelf. much- better ſince 
=. her INE nai he propoſed, that during her 
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- journey to Briſtol Matilda ſhould remain With 


his family, and for tRat purpoſe return imme- 


diately with him to His he 


uſe in Kent:=Lthis 


arrangement was oppoſed by the child, wirn all 
the earneſtneſs of tears and entreaty; but Mrs. 
Fitz-Aubin, who ſaw the advantage of her be- 
ing introduced into that family, relinquiltied 
her o gratification in having Her Milf for a 


oompanlon, and fervently” imploring for her his 
future protection, in caſe this ſeparation fhould | 


probe ſinal, the. felt a ſecond time, the pang 
of parting with the GE e N the een 


wet earth. 1715 
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| "Maritda and Aer is arrived that even- | 
ing at Spring-Hall, 
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and were received by its 
miſtreſs with cold civility, amounting to diſplea- 
ſure; none of the family except Mrs. Darwick 


were then at home; the ſon was at college, the 


eldeſt daughter- lived with a great uncle who was 


© her godfather, and the younger, Who in ſpite of 


nature and inclination, was in training to be au 
amiable e the yourg mg th was Sat that 


time. abſent o on' 555 wat) . 


1 


. of both. announced, i her. hope vi rego- 


| very, and her opinion that the waters had al- 
ready deen of did to her—but this hope Was 
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rather dictated by maternal afleQion than juſti- 
fed by Probability. The painful and dangerous 
int was continually gaining ground, ang 
the e fatigue of travelling, with her late-exertions WM 5 
7 conſtant anxiety for her daughter had greatiy 
. encreaſed it—-ſtill flattering herſelf that her di. 
ſolution was not very ſoon. to be expected; the, 
for ſome time forboxe writing to Mr. Darwick, 
requeſting 10 ſce him and Matilda onee again. 
Unwilling to give him the trouble of ſuch a 
Journey, if it was yet poſſible that ſhe ſhould be 
reſtored, and dreading to withdraw her daughter 
from the care of the only, friend who would af- 
fort her an aſylum, 8 that ien never 
eee, TP + ' 435 2 * e 2 
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5 _ | Aflength, Was beed bs "PT danger, and 

_—_ to the moſt deplorable weakneſs, the at- 

tempted to write, but the attempt and the vio- 
"Int emotions of her mind upon the ſubſes of - 
3 a2. Kaddhes, orerpomered her frnall remaining 
= Ro) ſhe dank; back on lier chair in a 
bf fainting fit=-by.the-care of the apothecary who 
mn alten el, ſhe Was recovered from her ſwoon, but 
gi _ unable, to. write or ſet up.—Her folicitude for 
' her ghild, fad remained ;- the pronounced the be- 
ned i&tion recorded. in the beginning of theſe me- 
ns, and was preparing to dictate a few lines 
to i 2 Mr. Darw e the Geng PO 
| Ps. . 
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The fans who had been recemniended by 
11 "3 Darwick to attend her from London, im- 
= \ wrote to him, and on his'communi- 
=» eating the fatal intelligence to Matilda, touched 
Voith her grief and deſpair, he conſented that 
1 .the ſhould go with bim to Briſtol, to aſſilt in 
paying the laſt tribute of duty and affeQion to 
her mother. When the funeral Was over, Mr. 
_ Darwick found amongſt the papers of Mrs. Fitz- 
Aubin, T memorandum of a ſum of two hun- 
dred pounds placed in the hands of a banker in 
London, and this with ſome clothes and af 
of ſmall value, was now the ſole inberitance of . 
his ward— with her mot ber, the annuity which 
had hereto ore ſupported her expired, and this 
little fum had by the ſtricteſt economy been 
ſa ved from her annual income, artes n abode 
in France. e er toro, A 


*+ 


1 | +3 


Wi On their retury to Spiga, a OA 
vas Wage on the manner ef Matilla's future ſup- 
I It was at length reſolved, that as the ſum 
RT 1 two hundred pounds was not worth preſerving | 
2s a fortune; the beſt way to employ it would 
be in finiſhing het education, and dy that means 
qualifycher to provide for kerſcif—ſor this pur- 
poſe ſhe: was to be ſent to ſchosl, and Mrs. 
Darwick fixed upon one at fome diſtance from 
London, where the was to receive ſuch inftruc- 


tions as would fit her for the ſtation. The was Me 
Ateafier deſtined to fill.ä— . 455 
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Poor Matilda, rn to every thing, would 
have acquieſced in whatever had been propoſed: 3 
to her; yet though ſhe formed no particular 
wiſh or plan for herſelf, was not ſorry to find 
ſhe was to leave Spring-Hall. She was grateful 
for the kindneſs of Mr. Darwick, but the ſevere 
temper of his lady had inſpired her with a de- 
gree of dread that repreſſed confidence and re- 
pelled affe ctien. Her removal to the ſchool how- 
ever, contributed to reſtore her ſpirits, and in 
the deſire of excelling her 'companions, ſhe for- 
got the bitterneſs of her ſorrow, though the wiſe 
inſtructions of her mother, and her affectionate 


tenderneſs, were through! life remembered wich 
e veneration, and regret. 


At this ſchool Matilda continued. Hue year 
it was not a place calculated to afford great im- 
provement to a girl of her age, as moſt of the 
ſcholars were much younger than herſelf, and 
-the governefs was: old and infirm.- Naturally 
kind and indulgent, the treated het pupils with 
the affe ction of a parent—but from this eaſineſs 
f diſpeſuien there was very little diſcipline 
preferved; and if they appeared happy, ſhe did 
not concern herſelf whether their improvements 
kept pace with their innocent pleaſures.— The 
flighteſt tendeney to vice or immorality was 
ceeagerly checked; but provided they manifeſted 
no inelination to be wicked, they might be EP 

or inattentive with 1 unpunity, | 
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0. many diſpoſitions, ſoch a ſituation. modld 
8 have been the bane of all improvement, but the 
natural inclination of Matilda led her to atten- 
tive application. From her long reſidence: in 
France, ſhe ſpoke the French language as cor: 

TE rely: as Fngliſh, and Mrs.- Fitz-Aubin herſelf 
= ſpeaking Italian with the purity and elegance of 

a native of Florence, had taken great pleaſure | 
in teaching it to her daughter, and converſing 
with her in that charming language.” Mrs. Hal- | 
roby had in her poſſeſſion a large collektion of 
books in all the modern languages which had 
1 to an 1" only fon h W dend, and 


vailed upon to 1. Du chow? to herſelf the 
greater number of them were totally uſeleſs. 

| Theſe books were placed in a vacant apartment 
reſerved for viſitors, but which ,-upon the arrival 
of ſome new pupils, bebe was | Permitted to 
occupy ode. 25 ay 2 
ef She Was now W of 8 the ardor 
for acquiring knowledge. ſeemed to increaſe with 
this opportunity of gratifying: it, All her lei- 
ſure hours were employed in reading, and her 
being ſo much older than any of the other 
boarders, not only procured her the indulgence 
7 of being frequently exempted from attending 
with them in the ſchool, but: ſhe had alſo the 
1 Seeg of ny! Mis. e 40 read and 
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work with her in the parlour, when the forms 
| of the day were over; and the good old lady 
| Gading that Mrs, Dapwick ſeemed not to enter- 
tain much affeQion for her charge, had made it 
her particular requeſt that ſhe might be permit- 
1668 TOR TRE vacations with der a6 her gueſt. 
Of acquiſitions nonrely; ornamentsh,; Matilda 
had attained none except muſic, and in this de- 
© lightful. ſcience the had made. great proficiency. 
ler voice, though not powerful, was ſweet 
and pathetic, and at her earneſt requeſt, Mrs. 
arrow by conſcnted to engage a celebrated maſ- 
ter to give her ſome inſtructions during the va- 
cationsz as for drawing, Italian, geography, or 
any yariety of faſhionable. works and ſtudies, it 
never entered into Mrs. Harrowby's head, tlrat 
any ſuch accompliſnments were neceſſary, nor 
into thoſe of her pupils, that any ſuch exiſted. 
| Mrs. Darwick's motive for ſclecting this ſchool 
was the very. moderate. expence, which made it 
 * probable that the two hundred pounds would de- 
fray all the charges of four er Give years reſi- 
dence there, as well as furniſhing her with ſuit- 
able apparel. Mr. Darwick, who ſometimes 
came to viſit her, was ſeldom accompanied by 
his lady, but from him the had been always ac- 
euſtomed to experience the indulgence of a fa- 
ther, which was repaid by the moſt gratcful af- 
no, winglcd with ſorrow that ſhe had no 
| oo. 
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Proſpect of being able to make any other return 
for his kindneſs; and he was meditating at this 
time to mn her 1 rats 5 


At the age of eighteen, it was A pro- 
per to remove her from ſchool, and her guardian 
Had diſpoſed his wife to offer her an apartment 
at Spring Hall —ſhe the more readily con- 
ſented, that the might be able to judge herſelf, 
- as the ſaid, What the girl was fit for.” This 
"ls: was a new affliction to Matilda- 
een, Harro by ſhe had feceived i mnumer- 
:garded- er as à pa- 
rent chi * and ſhie felt che ſepara- 
tion more ſeverely,' as the advanced age and in- 
creafing maladies af that lady made it probable 
they ſhould meet no more. Ignorant herſelf of 
their plans for her future eftabliſhment, ſhe 
could nat communicate any to het friend, who, 
knowing her to be an orphan in the care of Mr. 
Darwick, a man of large fortune, "ſuppoſed that 
ſhe would either be intitled to ſine independeney 
"ef er ar n provide for he ham. 3 
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her youngeſt daughter, received her with a mix- 
ture of haughtineſs and rude familiarity.—“ Why, 


_ Lord blefs me, Mr. Darwick, (exclaimed ſhe) can 
this be: Miſs Fitz-Aubin, ſhot up to ſuch a may- 
pole? Why, child, I ſhould never have known 

you, and I ſee you have out-grown all your 
dlothes, but we muſt ſupply that a little by and bye. 

Mr. Dar wick told me he had ſent you your mo- 
ther's boxes, but I ſuppoſe they contained no 
great matter, for I fancy ſhe had but a poor ſtock 
herſelf; I intended for my own part, to have 


come and ſcen after you a little, but he always ſaid 
you ſhould want for nothing, and as we, thank 


God, don t want for money, my family concerns, | 


wih oo ching or e always 858 me at 


1 JEAVING the fines where five years of b wr 
life had paſſed with To much pleaſure and rapidity, 
Matilda once more became a gueſt at Spring- Hall. 
Mrs. Darwick who was fitting at breakfaſt with 
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16 1 chank you . for your, intended kindneſs, 
7 madam, (ſaid Matilda) but the bounty of Mr. 
9 | Darwick, and the goodneſs of Mrs. Harrowby, 

1 za ve indeed never left me any. thing to with for.“ 


4 i 1 Pray how i is the G lady! * ſaid Mrs. Dar- 
XZ wick ;— Before ſhe could anſwer this queſtion, 
b « 1 ſuppoſe you were not ſorry to leave her, 
5 1 (faid the daughter) for 1 faney ſhe was a mighty | 
© hum-drum ſcrt of a body; by what I have heard 
Mamma ſay, I ſheuld rot gueſs her to be half 
= ſo well as Flemming the houſckeeper,”— 6. As 
I PI to that Anne, (faid her mother) Mrs. Harrowby. 


Miſs. Fitz-Aubin, it was not to be ſuppoſed that 
a young wcman who had nothing but friends to 
truſt to, was to be educated as you have been; 
and as ſhe, is entirely de pendant upon your papa, 
I ſhould have done my duty very ill to have placed 
her where ſhe, would have got a parcel of quality 

notions that might have been her ruin. How- 

ever, my dear, added ſhe, affecting a ſmile of 
condeſcenſion, we ſhell ſee in a Gy or two what 

the has made of you.“ | 


1 This effuſion of e iofali w was as ſtopped 
for the preſent by a fummons, which called the 
14 lady from the parlour, and company coming in 
= ſoon after, prevented any farther ſcrutiny for that 
& day—it was paſſed therefore in unmeaning con- 
0 by the viſitors, with proud endeayours 


* * 10 


Vas a very proper perſon to have the care of 5; 


* 
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| B.. 


to 8 gracious on the part of Mes. . 
a ſeries of j impertinent en from her daugh- 
tex. 3 . 


— 
” 


The FEE 5H of Mr. Darwick ; was "xg 
lent and inoffenſive ; by a prudent attention to 
money concerns he had improved his fortune, and 
preſerved himſelf } from the eontempt which is too 
often the portion of 2 peaceful and pliable diſ- 
poſition ; his uaderſtanding was not brilliant, but 
it was ORD. above mediocrity, and the unfeigned 
goodneſs of his heart when, his judgment was not 


m ifled by the artifices, nor his reſolution over- 


| powered by the violence of his wife, was certain 
| to gain him the ſincere eſteem and 8000 will of 
al his acquaintance, e 31 


q A - a> . * * 
. K* ** f 


The lady whom he had choſan to preſide at his 
i certainly did not owe that diſtinẽtion to the 
_ poſſeſſion of any qualities congenial with His own. 
She was a woman of mean abilities and low edu- 
her pride and ſelf conſequerice had been 
breath enoreaſed by the addreſſes of ſeyeral ſuitors, 
who knowing that the wealth of her father muſt 

ventually de hers, had aſpired to the convenience 
4 ſharing, it. The! handſome xrſon. and gentec! 
zennexions of Mr. Parwiek, had outweighed the 
4 plendid offers of richer competitors ; ſhe reſigned 
| the proſpeRt of being Lady. Mayoreſs t to be intro- 
Abel to peo le 0 f family, uneonnected with trade, 
a in the g re of her new chariot and her new 
1 5 heuſc 
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beatz in Clarges-Strect, forgot moſt of ber City 
9 e 0 r het Gaal babi tat ion in * 


It has been "already ibn that. the * Mr. | 

Darwick, who had befriended Matilda's s parents, : 

was not rich; his ſon inherited the fortune of an 
uncle, which conſiſted chiefly of ſome large ef 

tates in the Weſt Indies, and his lady valued her · 

| ſelf highly upon the great acceſſion of wealth the 

family had derived from their eonnexion with her 

this pride of wealth (of all inſolence the moſt 

inſupportable) prompted her to treat thoſe whom 

"= the conſidered as inferiors with contempt ; and this 

haughtineſs, joined to the vulgarity of manners 

and ſentiment, which neither good company 

3 could correct, nor riches conceal, made her an 

object of ridicule to people of real rank and diſ- 

| permanent; who were diverted with hen of 1 ac 
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ſhe ſubmitted with mildneſs to every exertion of 


impettinenoe from his family, and by every little 
effort to pleaſe and oblige, endeavoured to ſoften 
their unfeeling aſperity. This conduct was con- 
| ſidered by Mrs. Darwick a 2s a Proper acknowledg- 
ment of her dignity, and inſtead of immediately 
ſecking 2 ſituation for Matilda, the began to en- 
| tertain an idga of retaining her as an humble com- 


panion for: her daughter, to be promoted to the 


fame. aftendatice upon herfelf if Mig Poe ſhould 


arr or uch fro 8 
m. 1 6 80 mus b : m home. r 


This n when mentioned to Mr. Darwick, 


met his warmeſt concurrence ; it was what he had 
long wiſhed to propoſe, but knowing that his lady 


ſeldom approved of any ſchemes that were not 


ſuggeſted by herſelf, he rejoiced in her having 


teſtified an inolinat ion for this, as the only bafis 
upon which he oould reſt a OT wa "Th (hut por 
aw Ds e Wacky, Llp oa 1t 2 


293 11 


The poſt of a an — 1 PETE to 1 TIEN 


"was one of the leaſt enviable ſituations they could 


have aſſigned her, for that young lady had been 


from infaney the darling of a mother whom ſne 


reſembled. As the ſurviving uncle of Mr. Dar- 
wick had ado pted his eldeſt daughter, and married 


* 2 5 pe 1 — ; g K ” * 3 ft . ++ — 24 bþ 8 -- | 4 6 4 ; 2 
ber te a huſband of his own choofing} with a pro- 
* 
5 * 5 , 


miſs of bequeathirig ber his whole effats; Miſs 


Anne the? her brother was living, was conſidered WW 
a5 . 5 vey! to a ſplendid for- | a 


FE | 5 tune; 
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Y 2 char the th was eee with pats, 
po came. to initiate her in all the arts and ſei- 
ences —muſic, dancing, filligree, painting, ſculp- 
11 | 1 ture, and botany. The profeſſors, profiting by 
the obvious folly of the mother, extolled their pu- 
UT pil as a miraele of genius, and ſhe in her turn fa- 
ed all her acquaintance with encomiums on 
$1 er daughter” J ſurpriſing attainments, . 


But all theſe domeſtic tutors were not to Favs 
# be glory of compleating ſuch a prodigy as Miſs 
Anne, ſhe had paſſed the laſt few years at one of 
4 .* dba tante e in e hers hye 


= 7 bbered into life—it was here that the was tocatch 


hat laſt fine finiſh which the manners of the mg- 
4 ropolis alone could beſtow—to learn to preſide 
ith elegance at a able, to diſplay ai airs of faſhion- 


p formers, and ftare with proper ary at 
public Places. Pt; | 


14 


] 1 * zi x: 1449 : If FR | 
J PerfeAly. miſtreſs of all this, Mig Darvick ; re- n 
4 pred home to . he: wonder of- the e 


| þ er Chania thoigh ber life from her Lek x 

ad been paſſed in education, all care had been 

5 ſtoves 0 werd ſuperfigial aocompliſhments=—. 
her 


1 
W232 
LEI 
God Eel 


. Arb Firz ant. 3 

| Her temper, not naturally godd, "inſtead of Whine 
corretted, had been rendered bre by unlimited 9 6 
indulgence ſhe had no fReadiiiefs bf principle, no 
gzenetoſity of heart—alt her boaſted accom pliſh- | al 
ments might have been as well performed by an 
automatan—while in alf thofe fuperior qualities, 
of the mind, which well improved call for the e.. 
teem of the wiſe and the worthy, ſhe might have 
teen excelled even by many of the domeſtics o 0 
r father's houſhold.” — 3 18 


2 8 on a tour rot bela. III. Orlando Dar-.“ wal At 
wick was about three and twenty years of a8 = L 
Adaelicate and efftminate in his perſon, foppiſh 20 | 
5 affected in his manners he was not addicted 10 1 "us 
any particular vice, nor did he give himſelf tb 
ttouble of praciſing an „Aten virtues; he wall} 
- not abſolutely deyoid o underftanding, but it way 
iy general ſo well concealed by vanity and abfur: 6 3 
Ait, that a Kraßger would never have LR 
„ bim of having any fuch thing 1 in poffeſſion ; bil 8 
TEND father had given him a liberal education, „ an 
a though he eopld have diſpenſed with ſome of E 4 
© PhPpyifin, yet as Orlando was certainly a man 7 
dhe ton, he. Hattered hirhſelf that it was were oy 
4 . the folly of a very Fong man, which time wou b i 1 
ersdicate; and as his conduct was not marked % f 
any glaring immorality, he concluded, that c 1 
. ie the — us foible of GALT the fame it 


- 

5 
? 
1 
4 
? 

e 
: * 
1 
17 
11 
11 

4 
1 

1 
+23 
i 
739 
14 
tt 
i 
3 


| 


— — * - — 
E 


—— — 
: = 
x 


4 * % we x men 00 the firſt p 


ATILDA. FTT ZA 


"5 
© 


BIN. 


ary 1 
. life, bad e at ee age, moſt 


* „ * 2 2 * x 1 * 
— : * o s of & * 4 
* 
* * * 3 
„ 1 ry 
"> * x , * 
- dy 8 
— K < n + "op" 4 * 
1 
y p 24 
. 
- 
] 
73 * 7 
3 5 
= — 
0 z 
1 ö 
* 
* 8 
3 * * * 
11 4 
* - — 8 4 — 


. 
4 * 
- I * 
* 
* „ * 
— * % * by 
* 
1 
- 
4 . 
% - 
3 N 4 ＋ & * 8 
J * 983 5 * — I OT - 
; x 
N * * 10 + 
+ : 4 1 y 2 a 
3 * 0 ” ORs ; wb 7 5 - 


— 4 © 


EW. a. afier his TE his 


£ £0 


mother te- 


liments 
che ladies. 
1 l 


1 the weather by, 


room 1 the grand' deſign of Mp. 
ick xyas bo diſplay. the talents of bei 
ind U ed to penn a he 


cceeded=—and: the whole ; company 


were 


1 i 3 


4 


— 


© 


av 


22 Mara FITZ-AUPIN, 
were unanimous in their petition that Miſs Anne 
would favor them with an air upon the piano forte 
— conſcious of her on proficiency, ſhe very 


readily indulged them, and ſung an Tralian bravura 
with a-noiſy accompaniment, which moſt of her i 
audience aſſected to hear with' exceſs of rapture— 1 
when it was finiſhed, a gentleman turning to Ma- 1 10 
eply bluſhing, 7M 
| ſhe anſwered—No, Sir, very little that is very "3% 
ſeldom, and indeed very indifferently—this anſwer 0 


tilda; aſked if ſhe did not play 


1 
— CS 


was not allowed as an excuſe, and not daring to 
diſobey the command of Mrs. Darwick, who was 


delighted at the proſpect of a foil to her daughter, 


ſhe went to the inſtrument—© You ſing too,” 


ſaid one of the company—ſhe would have eſeap- 


ed if Mrs. Darwick, who overheard the queſtion, 
had not ſaid aloud—* I have no notion of young 
people who can't do as they are deſired; Sing im- 
mediately this ſpeech and the frown'which ac- 8 
- companied it, added to the terror and confuſion WR 
of Matilda, and the tears ſprung i into her eyes— EL. 
| unaccuſtomed to perform in company, and diffi- 
dent of her own abilities, ſhe was already too much, 
- intimidated to play correttly, and with much di- 
ficulty got through! that enchanting ſong— 
5. Come rather goddeſs: ſage and holy.“ -Diffi- 


dence repreſſed her powers, but the ſweet and in- 1 1 


tereſting tones of her voice were ſtill diſtinguiſh- 


able, and by people of true taſte would have been 
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Killing of. Miſs. Parwick- but Matilda was eon- 
"dere, as the humble, companion of that young 
ay, ſhe was therefore nobody, and her perfor- 
pance obtained no other praiſe than the ſaint ac- 
3 Kbowledgment of © We are much obliged to you 
l dare ſay in time Miſs will Gng very well, but 
is diſcouraging. to. attempt it after Miſs Dar- 
1 Ly wick, who is t a ſecond Madame Mara. 


& The whit parties "which. had been bſpended 
: * all this muſic were now formed—Miſs Dar- 
Pick, who always ſaid © ſhe was not yery fond 
d N and always played, being engaged at 
able, Matilda drew out her work and fat down. 
Wo ta diſtant. window—ſhe was there joined by one 
e the gentlemen, wl after a few general queſ- 
* ns, paid her ſome compliments upon her mu- 
5 1 heal talents—conſcious- that ſhe had played very 
I this flattery ſtruck the i ingenuous Matilda as 
- $4 he impertinence of a man, who was inclined to 
n 1 8 Pert himſelf at the expence of her vanity, and 
— 1 n viſible i ee ſhe ee 21 _w her 
pinion. FO 8 


1 4 83 


. 9 by 128 1 ung man. th a 1 of — — fi ur- 
1 Fit and pleaſure: at this ſincerity, replied—& Up- 

8 if 7 n my honor vou do me injuſtice, if you. ſuppoſe 
de capable of offering you ſuch an inſult; I do not 

1 P ofeſs to be a judge of muſic, but you appear to 
1 1 he to be deficient i in nothing but-that confidence 
ws bin ty is ſometimes peter to eee on 


* i 


24 . MATILDA FITZ-AUBIN. | 1 
particular occaſions it may be a misfortune, when | 
timidity prevents the exertion of thoſe accompliſh- - 
ments that afford entertainment to o others and do - 
honor t6 yourfelf. | | A 


A tha Sed, which. gave Ma- wo 
tilda the firſt ſenſations of pleaſure ſhe had experi- 
enced ſince ſhe left Mrs. Harrowby, Her new'ac- | 
quaintance was one of that ſmall number who d> 
not think it neceſſary to talk nonſenſe to ladies, or 3 15 
to ſupport the dignity of modith refinement by 8 7 
rudely neglecting them. She was informed by hi 
knowledge, delighted with his ſentiments; and felt! 

ſecretly flattered whenever they happened to coin-H 
tide with her own. But this pleaſure ſo exquiſite 
and ſo unexpected, was interrupted by a furamons 
from the lady of the houſe to her companion to at- 7 2 
tend the card table—and ſhe could not help inter- 
nally repeating as he left her, * Alas, I ſhould be 9 
leſs improved by aſſeciating for whole months with "a 
this family, than in converſing one hour with "© 
that ſtranger,” TY 1 


| When the company was gone, de larnt . „ 
| this young man was Mr. Leſlie Beachwood, and 


| Spring -Hall. : 


Mr. Beachwood 1 v0 a man of 15 fe nd þ 
—_————— ; he had a ſtrong underſtand- - 
ing and great knowledge of the world; but. =» Wh 

this laſt quality has too often the property of mak- 


* 
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ing men rather cunning than good, his intereſt 
vas the object he had ever in view, and in purſu- 
uns it he ſometimes loſt fight of ſincerity and 
ric juſtice—he had that verſatility of manners, 
nd that habitual .complaiſance which has the art 
e making people ſatisfied with themſelves z but 
is politeneſs would neyer allow him to expreſs 
EE contempt or diſlike by a diſagreeable truth, and as 
. 7; £3 © giflimulation guarded him from the probability of 
Mp giving offence, he was generally beloved and ad- 
5 Pied, and literally « all things to all. people.” wy 


1 Flis wife, with conſtant good humour, A OR 
3 How of ſpirits and ſenſe enough, was an agreea- 
be woman of the world, her extreme gaiety might 
have led to indiſcretion, bad it not been reſtrained 
- 0 1 her adoration of her huſband, whom ſe con- 
. 1 ; F F _ as the firſt of human beings. 


The 1 poſſefſed all the great qualities of bis 
Fiber without their alloy—his underſtanding 
2 Wn good had been cultivated with intenſe 
3 7 Bpplication, the rectitude of his principles andthe 
=DÞcnevolence of his heart, were ſuch as would 
: i: have ſatisfied the ſevereſt moraliſt ; incapable af 
. Ealſchood or mean ſimulation, a noble flankneſs, 
8 Page with elegance, marked his manners, tinc- 
30 4 ured with a portion of that enthuſiaſm ſo cap- © 
2 Wivating to a woman of ſenſibility—he was plain 
an perſdn, and utterly de void of yanity and every 
1 4 ſpecies of foppery—but lis ſentiments and actions 
= - vol. 0 ts corre - 


— 
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correſponding with each other, were ſuch as did 7 3H 
2 * SY 
honor to human nature. 


o Be: 5 9 


Mr. Darwick who was ſenſible his merit, I 0 
-withed to promote an intimacy with the family, "IF 
Hoping it might be of ſervice to his ſon— bis 0 9 
as eagerly encouraged it, thinking that if well 1 
managed it might be ſtill more ſerviceable to her E 
daughter, for though the fortune and — 
of Miſs Anne entitled her to form a ſtill mor 
ſplendid ſettlement, or to demand a title, as % 
her opinion there could be no rank which ſhe was! 0 

not formed to adorn, yet.as people do not a 9 
obtain the reward due to their merits, if ther 1 
was no proſpect of a peerage, ſhe would glad) 1 0 

have ſeen her married to Beachwood, or if he . 
made a propoſal, and any thing better Would pt 
offer, there wonld ſtill be ſome credit in the op- 1 

portunity of refuſing a young man ſo univerſal) 1 

l and eſteemed. e 1 


But theſe polit c meaſures were never likely - Rl YA 

. produce any effect, for there could ſcarcely hart Co i 
been any character more repugnant to the tau 
of Beachwood than that of the young lady hon? 1 
it ws in contemplation to beſtow upon bim 


though had he manifeſted any inclination for ſul fy 
an umion, it would moſt probably have met bi, us 
father's conſent, as the ſolid conveniences of he's "2 
ſplendid fortune would have been an equivale 
e rank, and the pag of the Beachwoods v wall 1 


85 eitheY 
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5 0 ither that their ſon ſhould marry into ſome noble 
*ZE&mily, with powerful intereſt and connexions, or 


EO” it 


1 Ie obtain ſuch wealth as would atone for want 
4 s 1 birth —in either of theſe wiſhes they included 

he expeQation of beauty, eee, and 
py, T ſubordinate N | 


di Another month was now paſſed without mak- 
ing any change in the life of Matilda, when ſhe 
1 Yearnt that the races which were annually held at 
in town about three miles from Spring Hall, were 

o take * in the . re week, and that 


5 my ncommon N as Mrs. Darwick's bale atten- 
. Yon was employed upon the choice of the moſt | 
ecoming dreſſes for her daughter, and fhe fa- 
46 t om Matilda with endleſs conſultations and con- 
A 4 | Civances to invent ſomething new and uncom- 
| * Fon, which at the ſume time would. ſuit her 
Pape and complexion ; ; while the girl herſelf, 
0 fil more vain and whimſical than her mother, 
1 Puld talk of nothing but her own e at 
e approaching balls. # e 


Wo 4 | But i in all theſe . no wg was asdrop- 
0 1 xd of Matilda's accompanying her, and as no 
4 5 ſpection of her wardrobe had been made on this 
Pocaſion, * concluded that they had ſettled for 
3 _ C 2 Pn her 


— 


1 _ — 
. — 
— EC — 


* 
4 eo 
| MATTLDA / A EIN. . 


her to Wii at home in fact this had deen 2 Us WW 
point in debate between her guardian and his lady, z 
the former was willing that the ould partake of 3 Wy 
the expected feltivities, and would cheerfully 8 
have furniſhed her with the means of being ſuita- 1 
| ly attired—but his wife remonftrated To ftrongly . 3 
againſt the impropriety of putting a girl without 
a ſhilling upon fancying herſelf a perſon of con- Fi. 
ſequence, by being treated upon the ſame footing | x 
Las Mifs Anne, that he gave it up, though net L 7 
without regret, as the benevolence of Mr. Dar 
wick would have been gratified by conferring the 
pleaſure which he fancied muſt reſult to a young 
woman from ſo gay a ſcene, „ a 1 
the charms of novelty. 1 


* 


— , 
— 22 us hog acces 
. 


The reaſons of prudence and propricty, which| 1 1 5 
4 were all Mrs. Darvick thought fir | to ao 1 


i; 8 the whole of her objetion ; —theſe 7e. 5 
| ſons might have been conquered for the ſake of v 
4 gratifying. her pride by the exhibition of a gill b 
born a gentlewoman, genteelly dreſt and entire ol 
ſupported by her bounty. But fo adorned ſ.u 
might perhaps afpire to rival her own daughte 8 

and though ſhe did not ſuppoſe that thete cout : 

de really any pretenſions to ſuch competition, ye M 2 
there was no accounting for the caprices'of 1h; 
men, and ſhe had overheard Leſlie Beachwoot 

5 "AS: A him in the en. room after thei] 
: ? | $00 vel A 
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Ronverſation, giving his opinion. 1 in fayor "RF 
f ber perſon and manners. | | 


£ 


1 1 | Had the judgment of Mrs. Parwiek been leſs 
4 Pe by partial prejudice, ſhe might have ſuf- 
1 lected that, without any violent caprice in the 
3 b 1 Matilda would be preferred to her 
1 aughter. Miſs Darwick was neither remarkably 
"i Plain, nor had ſhe any pretenſions to beauty; ſhe 
pad a great deal of coarle.. florid colour, and her- 
perſon, notwithſtanding it was generally adorned 
XZF'ith all the exuberance of modiſh e 
1 . as vulgar and ungraceful. 


8 Matilda was fall and 0 We he lr 
1 3 ace was not regularly beautiful, nor was it mark- 
. with that vivacity which is generally conſider- 
„ by the men as a ſubſtitute for ſymmetry; ; her 
pdomplex ion was dazzlingly fair, though fome- 
Phat too pale, and its delicacy was rendered more 
1 Priking by the contraſt of her dark brown hair; 
1 her e e e was penfive, and though ſhe was 
„ot calculated at firſt ſight to attract general ad- 
1 Oh Niratien, yet was ſhe formed deeply to intereſt 
1 2 | * attach the few by whom ſhe was well knoun. 
= x Her underſtanding, of the firſt order, was em- 
lied with all the graces of aſſiduous cultiva- 
Lon, and though the was not completely perfect 
every ſuperficial accompliſhment which enters 
to the comprehenſive ſyſtem of. niogern educa- 
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tion, yet the native integrity of her ſoul, he- 


ſweetneſs of temper, and the natural ſuperiority nl 
of her talents had adorned her character with all 


thoſe great and eſſential virtues that command 
efteem and veneration as the nobleſt ornaments 
= the Kane; mind. | ; 


a 


_ 
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M RS. MELBRAY was expected early in the 
day preceding the races; but it was late 'in the 
evening when the trimpling of. horſes in the 
court-yard announced her arrival ; a loud laugh- 


ing was heard in the hall, and ſhe entered, bran- 
diſhing a large hanting-whip, and introducing a vo 


ann by the title of Lord , 
-The- perſon of Mes. Melbray was graceful, 
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end ber features regularly handſome, but - 
complexion was much faded by being conſtantly 8 
expoſed to the weather, and her whole appear- 


| ance much diſguiſed by the unbecoming ſtyle of | 
her dreſs—her hair, which was cropt very ſhort 


* 
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= the ſides, and clubbed behind like that of a man, 
=, fas almoſt concealed by a ſmall black beaver hat z 
"7 wore a ſcarlet riding habit, faced with green, 
9 0 enormous metal buttons with a large cy pher 
this was afterwards explained to be the uniform, 


= Lord Prakely, for it is all his fault — you muſt 
7 | know 1 left home early this morning, however, 
Hes to meet with him, nothing would 
erve but I muſt go fifteen miles out of my way 
4 1 d ſee a roan gelding that he wants to purchaſe, 


bark to humour his confounded Whim.“ 


1 w How did you travel, ma'am? py ſaid Mr. Or- 
| 1 ndo. g 


10 Por't ſuppoſe I could conſent to be ſtuffed eb in 
4 5 i h carriage ſuch weather as this.” | 


RE © You muſt be much Rliguec er 60 0 
1 H Miſs Darwick) but PII order . hong and 1 TIF 


: : q * 


. 
2 


that will revive. you,” 


oh, p. ay if you have had tea, on! t bat” 
it on my account, for I never drink "my flops,” 


þ 


46 © What then will you take?“ 


i If you have any ale let Fan rig me eme 
1 of that, when you'drink your warm ae 


1 nd ſignature ef the Brakely- - hunt. — Why, | 
3 5 Pon (exclaimed Mrs. Dar wick) what makes 
ou ſo late? Oh! (returned ſhe) enquire of 


1 7 o here have we been on the road an hour after 


Hh Travel? hrs on „ee to be che you | 


And 
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Sack at lon time ſhe actually drank a tankard . 


5 of Ale with a toaſt in it—gecaſionally y paſſing it 0 


to her companion Lord Brakely. 


Theſe manners were not calculated to abel 1 
ſtrangers with a favourable opinion of the lady; = 
yet Mrs. Melbray with all her ſingularities was 


much preferable to her ſiſter her natural diſpo- 
ſition and temper were excellent, and if ſhe could 7 


have lain afide her maſculine manners and appear 
2 the would have been what nature wn = 


The antes with whe the dic lived from ber ma 
infancy, was an old bachelor who had all his 


life been devoted to field ſports, and delighted io 


perceive and encourage the ſame diſpoſition. in his 1 
niece; Mr. Melbray was a neighbouring ſquire, 
who ly joined their hunt, and, captivated by 2 


the youth, beuuty, and ſpirit of this girl, made 
| his propoſals to her unele the old gentleman, 7 
-who knew that Melbray was ſecond to none but 
-himſelf in the chaſe, and poſſeſſed of a clear 7 
eſtate, would have thought the firſt match of the 
metropolis an inferior eſtabliſnment, and though 1 
he was old enough to be her father, exerted al! 
2 Fins intereſt with wy niece. in favour of His bro- 1 


For herſelf, light Folatits; 40 care OP ſhe 1 


been — te conſider as the fir of human Wl 
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7k | 4s Loom mplichments. She had no particular partia- 
b i ity for him, nor did. ſhe feel a. preference.for any 
porher: In marrying him the ſhould ſtill be per- 
R&01; her own. miſtreſ—he had a noble houſe 
Pick extenGve grounds, and what was ſtill more 
3 , eſſential, he poſſeſſed the beſt pack of fox-hounds 
8 Wand the fineſt ſtud in the county; theſe conſide- 
rations were irreſiſtible, and the conſented to be- 
: # come. Mrs, + amen ta | | 


1 Mr. Dar wick Was out when tis Auge ar- 
Erived; on his return hie enquired, why Mr. Mel- 
Ebray. had not aceompanied her —“ Oh, (replied 
gie, careleſsly) I left old Melbray at home in a 
1 = of the gout; and whenever that is the caſe, 
hae is as croſs as the devi. but I was reſolved, not 
5 to be diſappointed of ſecing the ſport to-morrow, 
ſo ſat out with no body but Dick and Jonas 
Pen ten miles from home I picked up this ſtrag- 
Peer (pointing to Lord Brakely) and as he came 
5 9 Here in LN a 1 ow 1 rn a a. eqs 


„ The con verfation of 8 Ro obiefly; 
upon hunting and racing, and was principally ſup- 
ported by Mrs. Melbray and her affociate, whom 
Mrs. Darwick overwhelmed: with civilities. At 
ſupper, ſhe placed him next herſelf, and abſolutely _ 
EF tcazed him with her hoſpitable attentions, while 
3 4 Mis Ann, ſimpering with affe ted complacency 
Ts * * r mirth and — anecdotes of the 
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Chaſe, anticipated the pleaſure of being attended 
by him to the race ground, in the view of all her 
_ aequaintance; and her mother's proſpects ſtill 
more ſanguine, extended to the poſſibility of her 
favourite daughter's attractions making a gonqueſt 
of this young nobleman „ and OY" that means grac- "tt 
vg a 1 5 | | . | 
Matilda beheld Mrs. Melbray with a degree of 
admiration mixed with regret, and her eſcort with y $2” 
diſguſt and averſion. In this laſt opinion ſhe was 
joined by the delicate Orlando, who regarded him 
as little better than a ſavage, and during ſupper 

_ expreſſed his ſentiments to Matilda, in his uſual ! 
_dialeR, which was a jargon of Freneh, Engliſu, 
and bad Italian. His lordihip had juſt begun a 
freſh narrative, concerning ſome exploits of his ſa.. 
vourite hunter, when Orlando, who, though he 
frequently ex patiated on ſuch topics himſelf, could „ 
not ſupport the rough and vehement manner o; 
their preſent hiſtorian, ſtretching himſelf, yxawned 
full in his face, and having faintly articulated - 
O] che ſei nojoſo!”——walked out of the room. = 
This reminded Mr. Darwick of the late hour, and 
to the ct of the dies, broke up the 1 75 y for 9 : 
be night. N | 88 


At Gn het next weed Mr. Orlando entertain- | - 
oil them with a repetition of his lamentations of 1 
the morning, that the new clothes he had be- BR 
| ſake in London 1 che races, were not yet 3 
ws _ _ - arrived. i 


4 - 
> 
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7 garriv ed. 6 Lord, brother! (eried Miſs Darwick) 
1 : What ſignifies a man's dreſs? I am a hundred 
i times worſe off than you, for I ſent to order mon- 
WI Belboucle, the French hair-dreſſer from 
UV 47 * own, to attend me at ſix o clock, and he has 
» iS ſent word that he ean' t come till ſeven, becauſe 
= We © he is engaged to dreſs Lady Feligia Mornay; fo 1 
"ZE mutt either go with my head ſqueezed up like an 
1 eld cat of five and ferty, or elſe ſt with my bair | 
4 | about my ears waiting for him, till? 'tis too late 40 
4 Ae dreſſed at all.“ 


= 5 What, i 18 th F alicia t to bo therk this even- 

j ing? (aſked Orlando, with increaſed ſofineſs) 
7 $ ab Dio! la bellifſima and 1 have not got my 
new ſuit,” | 


1 « Thou art a thorough Miſs 5 Moll: y. (er ied ' 
3 Ms. Melbray);—but come, ſiſter, as this Mon- 
ee Frizzle makes himſelf ſo fearce, I wiſh you'd 
2 let your maid dreſs me, and then tel be ready 
F 9 9 to attend vou when he comes. 


T bey then all left the dining-room j Mrs: | 
1 Darwick to preach patience and conſolation to 
ber daughter; and Orlando retired to his dreſſing- 
. room to hold a privy council with his valet, Monſ. 
1 Jaſmin, upon the choioe of 2 dreſs for the ball. 


As the hour of ſeven wee Miſs. Dk. 


wiek's fretfulneſs increaſed; and her mother tor- 
en the rakes houſe with lamenting and en- 


l 15 n 


4 
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| quirthg' what was to be done, Matilda, though 
really ſorry for their diſappointment, could ſcaroe - 
ly refrain from laughing at the ſeriouſneſs. witng 
which it was deplored. This was always the 
conſequence of depending upon ſuch fellows 
the poor girl would fret herſelf into a fever before 
he game, for ſhe had already cried till ſhe was not 
fit to be ſeen, and what fignified the elegance of 


her dreſſing if her 085 were ſwelled out of her 
| head, 8 3 


«] with ſhe 0 us her * dreſs her 0 
not wait for him, {ſaid Mrs. Wel ny has 


done very well for me.“ 


cc No, that won't co, (returned her mother) 


we muſt flay for Mounſeer, for ſhe has ſuffered 


ne mortification already in not having got her 


new ear-rings, which were to have come with 
"ONO clothes. 


0 Upon my ſoul, 1 ma” am, (aid Lord Brakely, 


Who was lauging in the window,) ladies have a 
vaſt deal of trouble | I would ſooner be hogg'd and 
"2 0 than be . nth Pry Tub - nonſenſe. 12 


While theſe ſcenes were paſſing amongſt the 


1 Hes, Mr, Orlando was far otherwiſe employed | 
than in ſympathizing with their diſtreſs. After 
much time paſſod in defiberating without coming 
: to aa en he fat down to have his hair dreſ- | 


mined While that n was per- 


forming, 
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forming, to concludes what he ſhould wear. But 
the diſappoinimeut of ihe morning had irritated 
the whole nervous ſyſtem; and even the unrival- 
led abilities of Jaſmin, on this occaſion, failed to 
CET 9 ſatisfy his maſter.— The ſtyle of his head was 
RT deteſtable—it was inſufferable Bourgeois and af- 
EE ter dictating various alterations without effect, he 
ER: procceded 1 in a very ill humour to perform the re- 
maining myſteries of his toilette. Every ſuit in 
BE his wardrobe was tried on to no purpoſe. This 
was the conſequence of rely ing upon the brutes 
he employed lie ſhould diſappoint all the women 
: =o —Lady Felicia would not know him in ſuch a 
horrible diguiſe—he 8 would not 80 at 
al—.“ | 


This reſolved, Jaſmin was again ſummoned 
to undreſs him; and having taken a. doſe of 
James's powders to clear his complexion, and 
ſent his orders to the houſekeeper to make him 
a baſon of water gruel, he complained of the 


: bead. ache. drew on his 2 and went to 


4 leſs fatal termination; for Monſieur Belboucle 
2 5 4 kept his appointment, and by his extravagant 
flattery having averted the vengeange in ſtore 
bor him, and put the lady in good humour with 
= herſelf, all tears were wiped away, and the buſi- 
es of Kein being e in good time, Miſs 
Et 5 | Darwin, 
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ball. 


: endeavoured to compoſe them by 2 walk—She 


lawn, and the avenue of trees which led from 
\ thence to the road but the fneneſs of the even- 


farther than ſhe at firſt propoſed; ſhe took 2 
path which Jed thro? a ſmall wood to the river, 


for ſome time along its banks, till, forgetting how 
far ſhe was from home, and feeling fatigued, the 


1 — grew at the hf of the water. 
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tember. The rich and variegated foliage of the 
5 oppoſite wood, was contraſted by the chalk hills 
that roſe above it, while the river winded i in the 
valley below, through corn fields, meadows, and | 
\ plantations of hops, amongſt which were ſeatter- · 5 
ed a few diſtant cottages, and beyond ee 
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Darwiek, with a beating heart and a head half 
turned by vanity, followed her mother to the 


When the carriages were gone, Matilda, whoſc 
ſpirits were fatigued with the buſtle of the day, 
went out, intending to confine her ramble to the 
ing and the riſing moonlight tempted her to ſtray 


and following the courſe of the ſtream, walked 


ſgt down upon the withered root of an old willow 


| It Was a {till evening, in the beginning of ber- 


dimly ſeen the ſpire of the village church; al 


+ theſe objects, by the bright effulgence of the f 0 
moon, which was alſo reflected in the water at 4 
ber feet e the moſt | beauiiful langſcap: 8 
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hat could be furniſhed by a luxuriant and highly 

2 (Cultivated country. | 

6: | Matilda had ſate for ſome time contemplating 

ue ſurrounding ſeene, when ſhe was rouſed from 

her reverie by the ſound of loud and riotous 

eee for the firſt time, with the 


5 # 


ran, ſoon exhauſted her ſtrength, and before ſhe 
i 5 1 7 reached the wood, ſhe f1 unk breathleſs at the foot 


5 1 — but terror, 9 920 to the ſpeed with which ſhe 


* 0 1 ber, 5 one of them Shs 0 Soho! : a view ft 
a view!” the was inftantly purſued by them ; 
1 finding that all hope of eſcape was at an pry 
= Matilda roſe, and in a faint voice began a ſup- 
AF 4 plication, when her terror was infinitely inereaſed 
1 1 by diſcovering that both her purſuers, who were 
re dreſt, were in a ſtate of the molt alarm- 
ing intoxication. 
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B | 19 One of them ſeized her 3 arm „ and declaring 
" M ry © that he knew her, ſwore ſhe would be a good 

8 1 addition to their party at the George, and ſhould 
geo back with them to ſpend the evening, while 


| his ks Of „ till more , e to 


2 
4 W + 


Legs 
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92 


444 6 


Aye, ſo you ſhall, (ale one of them) along 


.honeſt fellows.“ 


a modeſt woman.“ 


: ow: 


that her ineffeQual endeavours to eſcape, only 
excited their mirth, and that they continued to 
drag her forward towards the wood, ſhe ſoream- 
ed till her ſtrength was quite gent. 


{iS Surely I know that voice?” PF) a- gentle- Wo. 
man who ruſhed down the yath from the wood, Wa 
25 * ee it. ” x7 


a] 'M 


2 19 
4.57 28 
T 


girl) don't infult ez for God's ſake let me 


with us, and we'll introduce * to ſome ad 5 


9 to 1 0 eee come, you may | 4 4 
as well ſpare all this ranting, for 1 ſhall not part 
with you till we have drank a glaſs of cham- "8 
e N together; ſo you had better walk qu- 


Terrified Amel to e 0 at this f beech, the 1 
araggtdd to break from their hold; but fnding 


| | "SS 
: 4 40 N 
39 * s A 122 7 7 7 
| | 9 5 0 
1 : * 3A > 1 
> : . = : 8 3a 
, k : _ I by. *x Fa 


« If you have any 7 (ſobbed Matika to iy 5 
the man who ſtill held her) I implore you to re- FE. 
leaſe me; indeed you miſtake if you ſuppoſe my 8-1 
Character warrants ſuch treatment indeed I am. 1 + 5 


1 


141 dare ſay it is pretty well known, (return- 
i one of the. others) for. 4 is the voice of my 
1 Mittle romantic nun here, who walks our at mid- 


58 % 4 D 
2 : £ ' 


= might, telling her beads to the moon.“ 
- * 4 Oh, fir! ! for heaven” s fake,” —quricked . Na. 


MATILDA FITZ-AV BIN. 


8 1 „ will 18 rende = my protein 
Zmadam ?” faid the ſtranger, in a 'tone of voice 
+ 8 nich ſpoke peace to the throbbing heart of 
Matilda, for the now recognized the accent of 
— I etc Beach wood. 


F 


1 Lt 5 ringing forward) and now I am ſafe.” 


1 Her former conduQors during this parley had 
"ZE linquilhed their hold, but ſeemed by no means 


aolined to give her up; one ef them advano- 


1 g, began loudly to diſpute the right of her 


9 ö F otector, when Beachwood in the perſon of his 


dpponent, recollected one of the gentlemen with 


e Is it poſſible, beriel ha that I ſhould diſco- 
n= | 1 1 1 er Lord Philip Mornay inſulting a lady ?—let 
be me adviſe you, my Lord, to go home and get 


5 
1 
„ "oe ' 28 + 
* . 5 ES 
* i en 
4 25 > * Is 2 #: "> 2 
15 2 „ 4 
6 5 _ vi 825 
1 8 N „ 4 3 
Ry. 
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l 


2 home,” 3 


»” 
* 


on, yes, n willingly,” * (cries the, 


Whom be had that * A in a r party at 


1 | 4 to bed, for you are not now in a condition to 
2 : nake an apology, and I will attend this By | 


66: vou 9 
3 : * HE 
| | = OY 

| Wi I 


1 6 
So; 
4 
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4 * 1 
Tou ſhall not ſtir a ſtep with her, unleſs 1 

89 along with you,” faid Lord Philip” 5 3 1 
5 nion. | 55 | | 


Matilda, exhauſted is fight and fatigue, 
eould walk but very ſlowly ; and as he ſtagger- 
ed after them and diſcovered a reſolution to be 
troubleſome, Beachwood, with a ſtroke of his 
cane, aſſiſted him to. meaſure his length on the 
ground, and prevented him for that time, from 


offering them any further moleſtation. 
$ 


Matilda for ſome time was filent, except 5 
and then attempting thro' her tears, to expreſs 
her gratitude to her protector, who inſiſted that 
ſhe ſhould not exert herſelf by talking, and pro- 
mifed to hear ſome other time, by what aeci- 
dent ſhe had been ſeparated from her company, 1 
— This ſpeech ſtruck Matilda; and when they 8 
reached the edge of the lawn, ſhe fat down upon 
one of the feats and ſaid, © allow me, fir, to 
treſpaſs a little longer upon your time, whilſt 1 

remove an idea ſuggeſted by your good nature, 
but which I am ſorry to ſay, my imprudence 
has not juſtified: —I had no party; the family 
were all gone to the ball; I went out alone, an) 

in the pleaſantneſs of the walk forgot the poſ- 
ſibility of danger and the diſtance from home— i 2 

but the event of this evening will teach me pry- 1 

dence for the future. She was then beginning 

Win. to repeat her thanks, when Beachwood Wl 

interruptes i 


3 por he 2 4 OE as VS ore I} 3 U r . N 1 * 5 
r „ . « / ß 1 Rs BG — 2 Ls Bey N 

* 5 on TS oats 2 3 us rh IE RIOT; . eee 7 I 7 1 3 eat * 
= . 7 ͤ K Play Ws ¾]b— Ry EE ee nr = „ . 

6 3 Hy " 8 n 3 TT RESO Au os Fen, 2 = Dore . F 

„ er err Ee Ss IE Bat 0 abt Gale ENS i AR ITS 3 22 8 

3 OY - > 1 7 A a y ><r3 

5 b 2% 1 


F 
Nn 


5 


— 14 
Hf 
x! i \ 
l Ll * 
i'h 
\ F : 
{40h 
11: 
1 
. $8 - 
_ + (34 
: . 
[ 
THOR 
y 1 r 
1 14 
18 , 
3 TT 
q : 
1 J N 
19. 
o l > 3h 
þ 1 
4114 
* 1 | 
2 3 N 
1 
bt 
[YPE 1 
| i $19.96 
l - + ; 
1 | 
* 
Ain; 
; of 
— 4 
0 - "S313 : 
147 *2334 
1 + 482 : 
1 191 
1 37 | 
| FIG 
1 ' 
: * x 
+ BY , 
e 
4 : 
7 i! 
- 17 
P {18 3 * 
a 
— 4 
d * ii; 4 
1 THEM 
140 
17 T 
71 1 
? 117 
A * 4 1 
? } FTI BS 
- & 
$3 TRL i 
1 | 
ot, F * 
1111 „ 
o it, [| F\ 
N 1 
14 8.761908 : 
i 
x74. 43 : 
* 1 1 
75 : 
N 
4 N 
+% j 
i. 
c 
= if #1 
{1&0 n 7 
o PR * 8 L 
17 - 
ef 1721 1 
14 : 
: TR 
A 4 | 
«kl 77 3 
1 | 
«3 0 
1 
; 4 
SK 5:1 
+ 1 > ; 
q G 173 ; 8 
- 4 
. 7 
1 / 
1 
4 1 
* 2 3% 
. : 
. 
FT. J 
= 1 
8 £ %s , o 
1 
S 5 
114 
1 
+5 £1 
r 
13 3 . 
A 7 9 
1 = 
: I 
_ = 
9 : 
1 
1 q 
be © 
1 4 
* . . 
1 
29 4 33 
131 8 1 
i d + 1 
1 its 
©x7 + 
vs 1 
| + 7 
1 2 1 
1 . 
13 yl 
13999 
£ 
5% $0 
+ "IBS . 
i + IHE I 
1 4 6&8) 
= \ 1 , 
#4 . 
157 
P 4 
a be. 4 
_ 
9 | 
141 i 4 
SL 
3 - 
19 - 
4 . I 
2 | . 
* TY 
413  £1 
187 8 
14 _ 
Ll 
\ i © 4 
% 4 = 
«2 
1! . : 
1 l } 
TY : 
i, 3 
Ho 
4 
129 
2 
4 
17 
TT 
£ Fa 
119 
, » 
= 
af # 
way D 
1 : 
5 
1 
i'r, 
1 
1. 
* 
or”) 
+$ iN 15 
"(32 
* 


* — . — — — ora —— — — 2 — — — * 2 
. ee , uetre ed, er ne ee A — — — work Arn: — 
A "_ * * - , 1 R » 4 wry ” ” 
* — 0 7 


. 
ues e 4 
Wn — cr 
om oats N 2 2 
3 1 —— ———— — . 22 ˙ — 
„„ > os i L STR 4 1 9 


r 


— 
= — — | > a gs = _ . 
, xc dM pretnes VE Re 1 IF 
: 63 * 1 
, J > 


MATILDATITZz-AuzIx. 4 


interrupted her by ſaying, “ Not a word upon 
1 9 ? at ſubje&; but if you will pardon my taking. 
de liberty of adviſing you, I would recommend 
Wo that no mention of your fright ſhould be made 

I Spring-Hall. Thoſe young men were too 
nuch in liquor ever to recollect you, ſhould you 
90 happen hereafter to meet, and if when they are 
4 1 ſober, they ſhould be inclined to boaſt of their 
1 555 impertinenes, it will not de in their power to 
add the inſult of repeating your name; beſides, 
5 5 un. Darwick would N ps blame a ae, 


is % lle then ole and id reſpeAifully 1 W wiſhed 
ber a good evening, ſaying he would remain in 
Bike avenue til he ſaw her acroſs the WR... 


S460 350 


8 Matilda again burſting i into tears, cd only 

3d A D pronounce . How good you are;“ and: curtſey- 

ng as ſhe turned from bom, yalked Slowly into 
he houſe. fs 


1 . She went immediately to 1 own room, fay⸗ 
A ing ſhe did not chooſe any ſupper. It was not 
1 Nite eleven o clock, and as ſhe frequently walk- 
A as late in the avenue when the evenings were 
1 Wet her being out had excited no ſurprife 
1 mongſt the ſervants; and her evident depreſſion 


| A nd tears, were by thi attributed to her abſence 
Lom the ball. Ip — „% CIIE Pod Fog gd © je 
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5 whither Mrs, Melbray, in un of all remon- 
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CHAP. V. 
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—_ 


Tur next morning the whole family aſſem- 
bled at breakfaſt in high ſpirits. Miſs Dar wick 
had danced two dances with lord Brakely, and 
two more with the ſon of a Scotch Peer, Who 


intended to offer himſelf as a candidate for the 


town at the enſuing eleQion—the eager folly of 
the mother made hes rejoice at the probability 
of ſecuring a coronet for her darting ; between 


thefe two chances and all the common-place flat- 
tery of her noble partners was triumphantly re- 
peated, as compliments excited by her irreſiſtible 
charms, The arrival of a large package from 


London had relieved the head-ach and diſperſed 


the vapours of Mr. Orlando, and reſuming all 
: his hoftile deſigns againſt the heart of Lady Fe- 
lieia, he retired to examine its contents. . 


Before dinner they all went to the td 


" Rranees, 


N 

1 
* Fg: 8 
. 
3 7 

8 
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E © francs, perſiſted in going on horſeback, and 
9 at was attended by Lord Brakely while Orlando, 
in an elegant diſhabille, drove his ſiſter in his 
cy n phaeton; and Mrs. Darwick, for the ſake 
5 e parade, determining to exhibit the coach, al- 
a = lowed a place i in it to Matilda, giving her to un- 
deerſtand at the ſame time, that this indulgence 
vas to be received as a particular favor, and di- 
5 A reCting her dreſs in a ſtyle which 1 was not likely 
7h, . to attract much notice. 


. After dinner they all ſeparated to 426 for the 
= concert, and a perſon coming to ſettle ſome buſi- 
RX neſs with Mr. Darwick, he wiſhed upon ſome 
J particular point to alk a queſtion 'of his ſon, not 
= chooſing to call him from his dreſſing room, he 
: 3 went himſelf to ſpeak to him, and abruptly en- 
tering his apartment, ſurpriſed Orlando in the 
very ac of trying on a pair of new ſtays. 


| vc Why, what the devil! Orlando ! {cried his 
= father, with a loud laugh) are you going in maſ- 
= querade,'or have you and Dolly reed to change 
_ characters? 


3 The diſconcerted beau, . A 3 af. 
J | ſured him it was only a little frolic, which his 
mention of would totally ſpoil—while Jaſmin, 


with a French , aer 4 at this! intru- 
en. 


Mr. Datwick having dy the information 
he wanted, faid, with fome gravity, as he quit- 


ted 
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ted his fen apartment, « J wiſh. vou would 
learn to moderate your rage for faſhion, for upon 3 

my ſoul *tis too bad to ſee an Engliſhman mak- 3 1 

ing ſuch a fool of himſelf.“ „ = 


a Again left alone, Matilda felt a repugnance to bs 


at Miſs Darwick's piano forte, which ſhe was 
ſeldom permitted to touch, leſt the brilliancy of 
| its tone ſhould be impaired by clumſy execution. Wl 


to her mother, and ſelecting the air of Dove | Ei 
. ſei,” which ſhe remembered frequently to have 1 
heard her ſing, the plaintive ſweetneſs of the mu- 1 10 
ſic, added to that recollection, overpowered the 
ſpirits of Matilda, and contraſting the indulgent 


coarſe inſult and ſeverity of her preſent protec- 


till no longer able to repreſs the violence of her 
emotions, her voice failed, ſhe leant back in her 4 TS 


4. A gentleman,” and ſhe aroſe in great confu - 
; 1 2 4 8 
ſion at the fight of Leſſie Beachwood. x 
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In the evening they proceeded to the concert. 


walking, even within the grounds, and ſat down 


be took up a muſic-book which had belonged 3 


33 
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goodneſs of that affectionate parent, with te 


treſs, the tears ſtreamed from her eyes as ſhe ſung, f 168 


Tn. and gave way to an agony of weeping. 


| Juſt then Mrs. Melbray' $ ſervant announced | 1 1 


He paid his compliments with" the 1 e- 


ſpectful politeneſs, and with a look of concern, 
7 i e her apparent ſorrow, 


 apale- 1 
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ö 7 apologized ab his abrupt intruſion. ** My mo- 

per, (ſaid he) who was laſt night at the ball, told 
he Mr. Orlando Darwick was too much indiſ- 
poſed to go out, I have been dining with your 
"ext neighbour, Mr. Croſby, and imagining it 
Huſt be ſome very ſevere indiſpoſition which 


4 room, dad I could not reſiſt tha pleaſure of mak- 
7 ing an enquiry here; I hope I ſee you perfectly 
RN 7 (recovered from your fatigue of laſt night.” 


| Pleaſed at ſeeing Bead again, and ſooth- 
1 0 by the elegant politeneſs of his manners, Ma- 
Pas ane ech with compoſure, and ſoon regain- 
ed her uſual ſerenity. He had marked the harſh- 
6 F hpeſs with which Mrs. Darwick behaved to her 
I hen, they dined at Spring-Hall; and though ſhe 
uniformly dif played a Civility and ſoftneſs of man- 
vers towards his family and all the reſt of her ac- 
5 quaintance, with whom it was her intereſt to be 
upon good terms, and even affected to treat Ma- 
tilda with complaiſance before company, yet her 
2M Won character from her dependents, and her 
excluding her from both her parties of pleaſure | 
7 For that and the preceding evening, gave him a 
3 ſuſpicion that ſhe was treated with neglect at 
leaſt, if not with poſitive ill humour; to this 
5 1 treatment, and her being leſt at home alone, he 
aſcribed the melancholy ſhe was indulging when 
3 | de 
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Parentiy t to notice her deje tion. 


| 8 9 a breath of air, behind e fea- 


% 


he entered; and his ity and generoſity engaged 
bim to divert i it, though he was too delicate ap- 


- 


For this olmoſctiabbice alively . 


upon ſubjetts of general entertainment, and ſaw 
with pleaſure the ſuoceſs of his attempts to diſſi- 


pate her chagrin: as the piano forte ſtill remain- 
ec open, Beachwood gaily ſaid, “ If I was not 
afraid of appeating unteaſonable in aſking any 


further gratification; when I have the pleaſure of 
ſeeing and converſing wich you, I would petition 


for a ſong.” Delighted with an opportunity of 


obliging bim, Matilda inſtantly complied, and 
Beachwood ſtill keeping his ſeat, was loſt in the 
ecſtacy of liſtening to her, when the door was 
_ , ſuddenly thrown open, andi in ruſhed Lord Brake- 
ly. Throwing himſelf on a ſofa, © Fore George, 


{cried he) there? s ſome comfort i in this; but that 
room Was ſo. infernally hot 1 could ſtand. itt no 
longer.“ LY 5 


ede l concert over ſo Won de . Matilda, 
not attending to his ſpeech, and thinking =! 
"how ſhort'had been his abſence, 1 8 


40 No, (aid his lordſhip) 1 e it ETD be 


8 


cover theſe two hours; but the place was fo 


""grovded. there was no room to, ſit down, and 1 
vas obliged to ſtand up in a corner where I could 


a 
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| ther'd women, who funk of eſſence and poma- 
EX tum enough to poiſon the devil, and made more 
4 clamour than a whole kennel of hounds. * 


| Beachwood, 3 had heard all this with ſilent 


| be * | gravity, was now rifing to depart ; but recolle&- 


"I ing himſelf, he only drew his chair to an open 
EZ window, and made ſome attempts at converſation 
by aſking a few indifferent queſtions of Lord : 
| Brakely before he took. his leave. 1 5 | 


| Mean time the party at the concert were in- 
ſenſible to the inconveniences his lordſhip had 
f found ſo inſupportable. Miſs Darwick indeed 
WT was a little diſappointed, for the had intended to 
fix the young Scotch nobleman, Lord Mae- 
pbähane, to her ſide for the evening; ; but as there 
| I were other families with whom he wiſhed to 
make an intereſt as well as with hers, he conſi- 
dered his attentions. of the former night, as 
5 enough in all reaſon for them; and ſhe received 
s other notice from him at the concert, than 
WE the civility of a paſſing bow. 


88 
i "Ocfando, who had put on 'the hol an” 
of his attractions, was ogling and languiſhing at 
1 | Lady Felieia, who ſat on the oppoſite ſide of the 
oom, and could ſcarcely refrain from laughing 
We when ſhe obſerved; his uncommon figure and 
ſtrange grimaces, while ſeveral of his ſiſter's 
3 | country aoqmintandey. who conſidered him as 
or. 1. D quite 
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1 the thing, vowed TY was cc monſtrous ton- 


| of ESO FRY, I, oan 't read 4 word of it,” ? 


ſiello's, and while Orlando affected to be almot 5 
flainting with rapture, his ſiſter who was inf 
nitely diverted with the figure and geſtures of TI 5 
the Signor, ſlapped him on the ſhoulder, ery- Y 575 
ing, Now if I had Lord Brakely's hunting 
whip here, how I _ like to make hg dance 
| to his own ſqvalling.“ | By 


I 


and were vainly endeayouring t to attract bis 
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ol, NR 
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. 
* 6 5 5 oo 25 145 0 
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0 — on : * LEE 
} 4 


3 


The hea ty 8 good humour of Mrs. Mel ay, 19 


unruffled by vanity, or envy, found amuſement . 


in looking at the company and laughing at tbe 


2 performers. Hearing her brother aſk for a bill Le 
of the concert, the threw him hers, ſaying, PH 
Here, take this, for it contains nothing but a 


parcel of outlandiſh ſtuff, as long as the pedigre 


„ Ahi! quel placere! (exclaſmed he) avremo PEG 


un canzone Italiano mais, que ce brui: 


m' aſfaſſine I am almoſt annihilated with the . 


roaring of that chorus.” 


'The firſt flager now  bewaii a {ike air N Pai- 


Matilda, when Wash eend Was gone, "rod "0 A 


8 2 have withdrawn to her on room; but a 
knowing the particular attention whick M 
Dar wick always paid to Lord Brakely, though 
berſelf 9 to vor and entertain him. S 
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took out her work and drew to the table, while 
0 is lordſhip. ſometimes looked at a newſpaper, 
talked of the morning's ſport, and adviſed her 
co ride on horſcback, as the only method of get- 
YN Wins good ſpirits and ts a Mew colour i into 
„ 3 Ng 


6 This converſation” "alread y appeared to ber to 
5 1 have laſted ſeveral hours, when juſt as ſhe began 
FE 1 o fancy the family never meant to return, my 
. . entered the drawing - room. 


WE When Matilda related to Octditde' its viſit tb 
gi 3 enquiry of Beachwood, © Pray, (faid Lord Brake- 
ly, is he any relation to that old Woman who 
Rf : 4 Kept ſuch a confounded. ghatioring to. MN Dar- 
ick?“ | 7 

1 Yes, he i is her ſon.” 


ng 0 Then, (returned his lordſhip) i it FE hs a 
By bog ood thing if ſhe could give him a little of her 

fre. The mother ſeems as frifky as a four years 
bid, but her ſon is as ſtupid a ſtick as Jever ſaw ; 
when I came in, the fellow fat like a ſtatue, 2710 
75 Dow” Miſs Tz aan had ſung 1 him to 
a i; deep.“ 


1 Mit 8 — n at ed FR 
d her mother was beginning fome ſpeech which 
Id not promiſe much kindneſs to Matilda, when 
ey were ſumrnoned to ſupper; A and the 3 25 that 
; ume © eſcaped, | E 2 
= D lr * 


* 
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"hor the laltbch had retired from the eating 


room, Mr. Darwick who had not been of their 
came home. He enquired of their enter- 
tainment at the concert, and adtrefling himſelf MY 


party, 


to Lord Brakely, ſaid, Your Lordfhip, I ſup- 
poſe, has ſeen all our celebrated beauties; for! 
hear there was a prodigious number of fine wo- 
men.“ 


Nothing worth b locking at, pes his 


fo) except Lady Felicia Mournay. ” 


wy dot like Lady Felicia, (faid Lord Brake. PA 


1y) ſhe has no perſon, and her complexion i is like 


curds and whey; I ſhould as ſoon be in love wit! 
a doll as with ſuch a little inanimate puppet a: 
that: in my opinion Mrs. Melbray was the hand- 
ſomeſt woman in the room, . I hear man; 
others ſay the fame.” 


i, Many people admire her, ens Orlan 19 
0 but ſhe is not to my taſte; L hate your {i WW 
- foot heroines, who look as if they conld knock: 1 


man down Elles me font horreur. : 


25 


« « Perhaps, (reſumed Mr. Darwick), your dont 


. ſhip was better pleaſed with the muſic than dM . 
company, for this was expected to be Es belt} 


concert we have bad of ſeveral years.” 


F as 1 day diſpute its excellence =>. BUS vl 
N thoſe Fg like Wat ſort of muſic, hat I half 
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be Father have a good Engliſh hunting ſong, than 
| [ he th of all the Piers in the va 


Wa 5 [ think k youll own he's worth them 


« Ah! dada er ee o 


_ Pa ee if the audience v were s thoroughly 
Eng liſn.“ ” pe h 


The 3 of the wetk paſſed i in the fie 
manner; the family regularly attending all the 
muſements, and Matilda as conſtantly remain- 
ing at home. Mrs. Darwick, in hopes of fixing 
6 Lord Brakely, was very earneſt with her eldoſt 
217 : daughter to prolong her ſtay at Spring Hall; but 
ſhe refuſed, being engaged 10 paſs a few days 
3 with a family about ſeven miles from thence, and 
having 8 fixed the day after the races for her viſit, 


_ © You might return hers then, (ſaid her. mo- 
192 4 ther) after you have fulfilled your engagement 
with them, it is an my dis Leh any ſtay 
© with us. 


* OS + % 
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las Oh! no; have a number of plans in my by 
head at preſent z after I have been there I have a8 
balf promiſed to make another viſit in that Wi 
neighbourhood, and then I muſt 80 home and ſee 7 
od Melbray, and if he is as vicious as he was WW 
when I %eft lrim, I ſhall perhaps go for a few . 
weeks to Lats and then you my chance 1; 
io tes me again.” to J)FCCVVVVVCC Wart. 19 


hut ate you ſure, (faid her Gahan that Mr, 
Melbray will i to your leaving home 1 5 
ſo ſoon?ꝰ?ꝰ | 


"us Why, dear ir, (replied ſhe, — at the 
-queſtion) what ſignifies his conſent ? He knows 
I don't mind his being perverſe, for when once 
J am ſet upon a thing, I am as unmanageadle 3 25 


the Brakely Arabian.“ 


125 To the great nnn, of Mrs. | Darwick nh 
"the ſaw Lord Brakely depart, without the leaſt 
_ reaſon to ſuppoſe that the gerfections of Miſs 
Anne had made any impreſſion upon him, and 
Without any proſpect of ſoon Ty egen. me 
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10 the mortification of the young labs. 2 re- 
"port was: foon circulated, that Lord Macphane 
Was paying his addreſſes to the daughter of 3 
neighbouring Baronet, and though he behaved 
with great politeneſs whenever he viſited at 
| "=> Hall, yet his conſtant attendance at Sir 
Charles Leſlie's ſeemed Songs ta confirm the 
public 
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1 public rumour; and the only reſource at preſent, 
as to renew their attacks upon the heart of 


a 2 roung Beachwood, which, from the brilliant de- 
bens they had lately in view, had fora time been 
E 5 | Wfoſpended or forgotten. | KL 

"1 "For this CIR ned | invitations given, 
e 


. him to did over Si f upon Leſlie 
2 f to return and ſpend the day with them; while 
5 5 Orlando, who found nothing ſo very congenial 
. to his own taſtę in the mind or manners of his 
1 i cquaintance, ſometimes rejected her ſolicitations, 
"8 and © * , wondered. what Amuſement ladics -vrroy 


2 


— 


0 r 
ee 
9 


b About this time C7 B Seiles a letter 
| from the perſon who managed his eſtates, in 
24 Barbadoes, which made it neceſſary for himſelf 
to take a voyage thither immediately, As a veſſel 
was to ſail in the courſe of a week, he reſolved 
not to loſe that opportunity, and fixed to ſet off 
for London the next morning, that he might 
make the neceſſary preparations for his depart ure : 

as the ſhort time that remained for that purpoſe 


{ would not allow him to return again to Spring 
d Hall before he failed; he took leave. of his family 
it I in e eee and! ROT __ ae alt pen 
ir ĩ ĩðͤ er 
5 = song be St I, aliitt 

ic 1 
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for the night, he ſent a note to Matilda, defiring BA 
to ſpeak to her in his library. | 1 


. COILS 

* 6 8 — - 3 9. 
5 — W 5 1 8 St wy +" 3 lt 
F T 

N W 8 Y 3 ES N 2 
15 en PTT . 2 


% MI y dear girl, (faid he) I dye ſent for you, FO 
onth to recommend, that during my abſence vou 7 


will endeavour to make yourſelf agreeable to 


Mrs. Darwick, and entertain her —ſhe is ſome- 


times a little captious; and it is beſt when that i; 
the caſe never to oppoſe or contradi& her. 

any eſtabliſhment ſhould offerefor you, I am ſur: 

ſhe will 'not hinder any thing that will be for 


your advantage; ſhould my buſineſs be ſettled a; Mu 

I with, it will probably be two years before I re- 5 75 
turn —if I ſtill find you here, you will then be 
nearly of age, and we will conſider if any otber 


mode of life will be more agreeable to you: than 
remaining with us: ſhould I never live to return 


I have made you independent of my family, and 


you will be enabled te chooſe your own reſi- 
dence; at preſent; you will continue to receive 
from Mrs. Darwick a little allowance for your | 11 . 
| clothes and. pocket-money, and I beg you to pre- 
ſerve this trifle as a remembrance of me.“ Mr. 1 
Darwick then put into her hands an elegant lite WE 
i pockst· book, and wiſhed her a good night. ut 


. Matilda, who, had wept. all the time he was Bus 
: r peaking, could only attempt to aſſure him of her 


attention to his wiſhes, and expreſs her thanks 


but not to fleep ; the idea of having perhaps loſt | 
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r ever the guardian of her childhood, and the 
ny friend who promiſed to protect and cheer 
Her advancing; years, was an afliion more ſe- 
vꝛere than any ſhe had experienced ſince the death 
of her mother, and theſe reſſections kept her wak- 
+ 1 ng till five o'clock, when the voices of the men 
nd the lights in the court yard informed her that 
be was ſoon to ſet off; fearful of diſpleaſing him 
be would not rents to leave her apartment, 
4 8” wrapping herſelf 1 in her * gown, ſat 


. Hey difintcteſted 424 ddt o de- 
Tel is ved no >COmbort from the aſſurance of being 1 


bat the hight, ſee him no more, recalled every 
bases 5 hs > kindneſs, and wrung her Heart | 


9 1 as attached to bim n no other ties than thoſe | 

Op 1 t and reſpect. ed 

1 8 In a few days Mrs. Duwiek Abende lctelli- 
2 nce that the packet had ſailed, and began to 

Pate ſomething of the gloom with Which the 

* . 18585 tq adorn her. countenance when- 

I D 5 | ever. 
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"a . received viſitors ſince his departure; con. 150 
tenting herſelf with wiſhing him a good voyage, 
ſhe was not tormented with many tender appre- 

henſions for his health or welfare, and perhaps felt e 

leſs anxiety for the fate of her huſband, than for "7 
| the ſafety of the property he went to ſecure. Heb 


19 he plea of © finding herſelf very dul Vik. . 

out Mr. Dar ick, ? furniſhed frequent pretences 
for calling upon Mrs. Beachwood, and making 

| continual parties with her and the reſt of her ac 
quaintances, where ſhe was likely to meet with 
that family. In theſe viſits Matilda was allowed RR 
to attend her; and Mrs. Darwick managed ſo | es 
well that ſhe had generally the fame engagements Mi 
with Mrs. Beachwood, and ednſequently an op- 1 
portunity of e Mis Ty; in the way of „ 

? her „„ | 


| "Theſe manoeuvres, praftiſed for the benefit of 7 
F her daughter, were productive of much pleaſur: 
to Matilda, as they led to frequent converſations 
with Beach wood, and ſhe returned from her viſits 1 
= with ideas enlarged and enlightened, and encreaſ- 5 
ing partiality fr her inſtructor. By him ſhe 3% 
was always treated with the higheſt reſpect, with- 
out any mixture of that negligence or impertinent "I 
familiarity ſhe too frequently met from others 5 
who ſaw in her only the humble friend of M. 
| Darwick. | His flattering attentions conſoled her 3 
for the barſhoeſs and III of thoſe abou! 1; 1935 
her; 


39 


3 1 3 r; and, though when any thing diſpleaſe 
£3 „ ſhe was expoſed, to the rough reproofs of 
s. Darwick and the fretful petulance of ber 
Hy e puter, ſhe yet bore it without repining, for 
or Mid after 0 l their il humour 3 
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. . one of hel parties Accident brought them 
. company with Lady Felicia Mornay, to the 
0. 4 | = great ſatisfaction of Mr. Orlando, who had long 

elected her as the only object worthy of his at- 
tention, but unfortunately not being acquainted | 
with her father, the Duke of G. „ he had no 
J :ucrodudion, and had hitherto ys ſeen! ker in 
. wa 


3-737? 


Tae Duke Had a vita i in hive SPP) 
. F at which he uſually ſpent a few weeks in the au- 
ama, and ſometimes paſſed the holidays there, 
When! it was not convenient to go to his family - 


e 

4 * ſeat in Devonſhire; and. faſhion required that 
6 : people of rank ſhould leave town. | Lady Felicia 
— Was pretty, and v very pleaſing; 4 but it was not to 


77 the adyantages of either perſon or manners that 


: 1 ſhe. Was indebted for the admiration of young | 
, Darwick—with him her firſt attraQion 1 was her 

54 F high rank, and the might have poſed even 1 
i perior beauty and accompl ſhments, without his 


diuſpovering them, had ſhe not at Ho Fame time 
pen ihe 7 ee a » duke, A he always af- 
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rior Companies with an. account of «the good 
things © that were ſaid the other day, when he 
had called upon Lady Felicia Mornay. N 
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+ fed 1 to diſplay a taſte ſuperior to any of his ac- 


quaintanoe, he would have held it derogatory to 


his own refinement to admire any thing leſs than 


one of the court beauties ; he therefore from her 
firſt appearance in that Beirbdourbsc had cele- | 
brated her charms in all companies, and gave her | 
as his conſtant toaſt. It was not that he had 
ever ſeriouſly thought of aſpiring to ſuch a con- 
nexion; for Lady Felicia was an only daughter, 


and as her father, who was very rich, was alſo 


5 extremely proud and ambitious, it was not likely 


that he would ever conſent to ſee her the wife of 


4.4 


upon a good footing with the lady; and he 
Fought an introduction, that he might be autho- 
rized to join her in public, and to entertain, infe- 


| "For this purpoſe requeſting Lady Lede to in- 
troduce him, after that ceremony was performed 


he began a converſation, which was ſupported 
on his ſide with ſa much affeQation, and his in- 

tention of captivating produced the diſplay of ſo 
many 1 graces extraordinary, that ſhe with diffi- 
_ culty refrained from laughing, and he perceived 

with inward vexation, that tho' ſhe lent him a 
5 civil attention, he was heard With indifference, 


9 5 while 


a commoner. But the vanity of Orlando was mm 


gratified.by inducing people to ſuppoſe, from his WW 


extravagant and familiar encomiums, that he was 
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ne me turned to liſten with voluntary pleaſure | 
o Leſlie ieee r Was PALE: over me 


| This preference convinced 9 Lady Felicia 55 
ted taſte ; but as nothing was to be got by 
enting it, it made no alteration i in his plan, 
N FA Ind the pur poſe of his introduction might be an- 
9 115 1 ered juſt as well if ſhe had been even going to 
n Wy Hs rival: he had 1 no love nor eſteem that 


. 1 pv; it was only be. the ſake of ; in- 
5 TC Furs his Wee and e to the Eclat 


. ttery 0 or. attention even upon her. 975 


A When Beachwood left her, lady Felicia quite 
er ſeat and drew a vacant chair next to that of 


T0 


5 * Matilda, leaving Orlando who was 5 i wy” 


; 1 | With! great alt and 15 Hater ſhe 
| a x: led 6 wok general ſubjeQts, and when her car- 


1 be vali to Lady Leſlie ſhe angie 
15 8 Latilda by : a 1 5 notice. N . 


{inp | Mean, time: the attentions the uſually 13 
1 # | I nts a had not palled unnoticed, ei- 
16 they 
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- ther by Mrs. Darwick or his father. From the 


Hemes they only produced additional ill humcur, if ; 
for though ſhe could not ſuppoſe fot a moment 
that he prefered her to Miſs Anne, yet his at- 1 
tending to any one elſe, when that accompliſhes „ 


*young lady was in company, was a failure in the 
© homage due to her ſuperior. charms ; while the 


- elder Mr. Beachwood drew ftill more alarmins 


concluſions, he knew that Mrs. Darwick poſſeſ- 
Ted cunning almoſt equal to his own, he had ob- 


ſerved the ſudden increaſe of her friendſhip for 6: 26 
bis wife, and their Fequent invitations to Spring . 4 
Hall, it therefore occurred to him that ſhe wa Þ bh 
_ plotting to get Matilda off her hands, and for : 55 
that purpoſe was endeavouri 1ng to enfnare his ſor, 7 5 


ho > he real motive of her contrivances was unſul- 


_ pected, for he as well as the reſt of their a- 5 1 
quaintance, believed the current report, tha 
Miſs Darwick was to be married to the young| Pp 


- nobleman, who had been of all her parties in tbe 


5 race week, and he knew alſo on Lee: Had al. 


N. diſliked her. 
Full of this idea he took the "ry ni 


1 talking with his ſon, and his. ſuſpicions wer 5 


Increaſed by the praiſes he beſtowed en Mil 
_ Fitz-Aubin, though he declared at the ſame time, 


| that he had no reaſon to ſuppoſe Mrs, Darwicif 


| harboured any ſuch intentions, nor had his ow" WA 
behaviour ever gtven her reaſon to form them; ; 


the delicacy of Beachwood would net fuſe h 


{0 
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| 3. 5 5 a to -rhiftake: her VIEWS. } has of this he 
. aid nothing, and his father, after ſome reaſon- 
i Wing upon the folly of unequal matches, concluded 
with ſaying “ However, as it is impoſſible you 
2 eule ever think ſeriouſly of ſuch a girl as that, 
| + Hou will do well to forbear attentions, which can 
oriy turn her head with vanity and anſwer no 
3 purpoſe, ſince the can never be either 1 Wife 


3 7 1 


Wor your miſtreſs.” EE ro exons, „ 


oF wh Beachwood "es, never 4 thought feri- 


: 4 A a upon the ſubject, or at leaſt he had not 
; ME Is carried his views ſo far—he admired the beau- 


:| F222 * of Matilda, he was pleaſed with her character, 
| . * and he felt compaſſion for her ſituation, for 

bi though nothing was ever ſaid by herſelf in con- 
firmation of ſuch an opinion, he was too well 
acquainted with her diſpoſition and ſentiments to 
believe that ſhe could be happy in living with the 
Darwieks, and living as n dependant, : 


| Matilda herſelf had never ſuffered his diſtin- : 
3 ee politeneſs to excite any romantic. hopes 
or expectations; feeling an high eſteem for the 
excellence of his character, and the ſuperiority 
W of his intellectual endowments, ſhe conſidered 
berſelf honoured by his attentions, and the plea- 
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ſure of refleQting. that ſhe had upon. any particu- 
lar occaſion thought or aQed rightly, was heigh- 
tened by remembering at the ſame time that 
Beachwood had approved her. Conſcious of no 
_- Improper attachment or artful defigns, ſhe hat 
never attempted to.conceal her partiality; though 
naturally reſerved, yet the congeniality of his 
ſentiments to her own, and the deference with 
which he declared them, made her, when con- 
verſing with him, feel unembarraſſed and at eaſe, 
and had ſhe. been queſtioned upon the ſubje d, 
the would have avowed her preference of Beach- 
wood as frankly as ſhe would have. declared an 
opinion, in favor of any particular lady of Mrs, 
Darwick's 5 acquaintance. . 
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Lern FELICIA had g perfiaded her f N to 
1 permit her to give a ball before they left that 
1 part of the country the Duke yielded to her 
5 entreaty without approving the plan, for he had : 
WE hitherto, in the ſhort reſidence they had cver 
WE made at the villa, avoided mixing much with the 
= f neighbouring gentry, amongſt whom there Were 
fe people of rank, though many of good family 
and great opulence; and they had uſually brought 
= 2 hege party with them from London, which 
WE precluded the neceſſity of ſeeking ſociety abroad. 
pon this occaſion, the Darwick's received an 
invitation, and a ſeparate ticket was ſent to Ma- 
mda, the politeneſs of Lady Felicia choofing to 
= conſider her as their viſitor—this produced a re- 
WW petition. of all the conſultations which had agi- 
dated the family previous to the races, concerning 
be dreſs of Miſs Anne, and as they expected ta 
bee much of the company whom they bad met 
at 
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at} thoſe balls, it Was nooelbry to ſtrike out ſome- 
thing new, as every invention of modern ele- 
gance had been exhauſted to adorn her before 
for this purpoſe her mother wearied herſelf with 
talking and contriving, and the daughter turned 
. over all the faſhionable romances to find a deſcrip- 
tion which might aſſiſt their fancy—without any 
regard to the clumſy figure or vulgar face of 
Miſs Darwick, it was at length reſolved that ſhe 
ſhould be dreſſed like Mary in the Receſs, as 
nearly as their ſtock of jewels and ornaments 


would allow—as for Matilda, ſhe was ſpared any 


trouble of conſidering 1 what would beſt adorn her, 
by the intelligence that the was not to: 80. 


This prohibition was a ſevere: rhprtibextion to 
4 wr; the had cheerfully obeyed. their former de- 
by citicins,” but the charming manners of Lady Fe- 
| Jicia had delighted her, and ſhe anticipated with 

great joy the probability of being allowed to ac- 
oept this invitation; not daring however to 
murmur at their deere; the aſſiſted in attending 

upon Miſs Darwick, and ſaw them ſet off for 
he ball, where their triumph was greatly abated 


£ dy the evident diſappointment of their noble 


hoſteſs, when ſhe ſaw them unaccompanied by 
Matilda. Mrs. Dar wick anſwered her particular 
_ enquiries by ſaying that Mifs Fitz-Aubin' was in- 
8 with a violent cold and fore throat; whilc 
her daughter who always abounded in ſmall talk, 
ond a affected a vaſt deal ot life and vivacity, was 
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: 8 ready ſurrounded by a crowd of men, Who 
= | were liſtening to pertneſs, which ſhe fancied was 
4/2 ſprightly wit, and which they anſwered by ſimi- 
WE lar nonſenſe and tittering, nuxed with ironical 
19 adulation. PET | 


{5 Lady Felicia ad the honors df her entertain- | 
ment with the moſt attentive politeneſs. Orlando, 
WE who had ſeized every opportunity of addreſſing 
ber, ſeeing her diſengaged, threw himſelf in one 
E | of his moſt elegant attitudes upon the vacant ſcat 
on her ſofa, and though ſhe had ſeen enough of * 
5 | abſurdity at Sir Charles Leſlie's, to deſtroy any | 
WE inclination for farther diſcourſe with him, yet 
. chinking herſelf obliged i in her own houſe to treat 
every one with equal complaiſance, the did not 
| wait for his ſpeaking, but turning to him, ex- 

preſſed her + hat at the abſenoe of Miß Fitz. 

Ns RENE | 


| 258 | Poor KT) (iel Orlando, firiling to diſplay 
his white teeth) I am really very ſorry for her 
but we, who have the honor of ſeeing your N 
tp, cannot waſte a thought upon the abſent,” 


Wt Who is Miss Fitz-Aubin ? (faid Lord Philip 3 


who. WAS lounging behind his PM is the hand- 
ſore? ? 175 5 | 


40 hee is a friend of Miſk Darwich's replied 


P os and not only ce but me we 6 
and; kusdlk. | 
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23% Her beauty is in her ſavor (returned he) 1 
I 2s for ſenſe, I hate your ſenſible women, ey 
are always ſo Riff and conceited.“ | 


« ity you were to ſee Miſs Fitz. Aubin (far BH. 
Lady Felicia) you would acknowledge yourſe 1 
miſtaken. No man of merit or underſtanding e 
would think her perſon leſs pleaſing, becauſe ſhe 
had beſtowed ſorne care in improving her mind 

—while we are young it cannot diminiſh beauty 
—hercafter i it will Wwpply the loſs of it.” 


0 Your Ladyſhip is perfeQly in the right if 
{cried Orlando, fixing his eyes upon her with 
affected ſoftneſs) while I contemplate the mot Þ 
perfect face, I feel that all its charms are increa(- i 
ed by a certain ſentimental elegance—in ſhort, 
what 1 prigeirally mam are 1 ee d of the 
mind. 8 ** 


15 Then 1 Ines old ladies are the chief ob- 
jeQs of your admiration, (rejoined Lord Philip, 
with a laugh) for minds muſt be in much better 
condition when they have had forty or fifty years 
cultivation, than when they come out unfiniſhed 
. fimeen,” PET 
e Your: Tins ni muſt N me there . 
8 Conrad Orlando) the elegance I mean is—in ſhort 
a certain' fomething impoſſible to be deſcribed—a 
delicacy and refinement which ſome ladies natu- 
"7 Des * a look at Lady Felicia) by 
| d1 


MATILDA FITZ-AUDIN. 69 
dd not mean to convey an idea ſo monſtrouſſy 
1 unnatural, as that fine eyes were made to be ſpoilt 
by readurgy* or that ladies ſhould ſtudy. Me 


1 In my opinion (aid Lord Philip) the melt. 
1 Heſirable qualities a woman can poſſeſs, are beau; 
4 5 y and a good taſte in dreſs.—I would have all 
Re: reading ladies, who are commonly ugly, and fit 


fe nothing n go to nay A _ take a de- 
Free 75 4 


A Per flattering; (ſaid Lady Felicia) but v we cannot 
WET ces all day long—if ſtudy—” 1985 


if they have got a rage for fudying (inter- 
: ; rupted he) let them ſtudy whiſt and the harpſi- 


| i cient, without ppt them to be Nane and 


5 eee put an end to their converſation. 
— The family Ho Spring Hall returned Ude 


nn very ill humour, except the beau, who fancied 
chat his perſon and his flattery, his dreſs and his 


languiſhing, had excited ſome admiration in Lady 


0 Your i of pag e is really 


5 1 chord, anck that will ſurely be employment ſuffi- 
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The 3 * the 1 now wider, the 


. Felicia, and therefore concerned himſelf ver 7 
5 ar with the diſcontents of the ladies, for if the 
Weather was favorable when he was diſpoſed 10 
1 : rice, and the. taylor. punctual when he choſe to 
EE. 5. en 
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ſport a new faſhion, few things had power i, 0 
diſturb the peace of Mr. Orlando and amongſt Z 5 
the catalogue of human evils which might be the Wi 
lot of his neighbours, though ſome might affed 1 
his nerves or call forth a fruitleſs ſympathy, yet Joy 1 
he had generally fortitnde enough to ſupport them 
with the utmoſt compoſure and reſignation. = 


Mrs. Darwick was dif pleaſed at the ſolicitud: Ec. 
of Lady Felicia for the abſence and illneſs of Ma. 
+ rilda, and vexed that all her daughter” s finery had i 

excited no attehtion from Lord Philip—whil: 1 5 
Miſs Anne, whoſe principal exultation in her own | . . 
ſplendour, aroſe from the hope of detaching 
Lord Maephane from Miſs Leſlie, was diſap- nn 4 
pointed by finding he was gone to town and 
©. though her ſhewy dreſs and affected vivacity mad MN 
„ Tas ſufficiently conſpieuous to attract the notice 
of the men, who eaſily diſcovered her foible, and 
* found amuſement in feeding it with the moſt ex- 
travagant flattery; yet ſhe could not enjoy the 
- enyilif diſtinction of ranking Right Honorable: 
in her train, and all the lightening of her eyes 
and the brilliancy of her repartees were doomel 

10 be waſted upon old admirers. 


Of that number the would have 3 moſl 
"pleaſed with the attentions of Beachwood, whom 
her vanity had long placed upon the liſt. It was 
not that Miſs Darwick found any ſatisfaQion | in 
_ the K of being eſtcemed by him, or felt any 

{ca 


— 
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Poesſure that could reſult from the charms of his 
7 Tonverſation. But his family connex ions, and 
IH; own merit, had introduced him amongſt peo- | 
1 3 of ſuperior rank, and he bad been acquainted 
tte Duke of Gs family, before his Grace 
uh f | ad purchaſed this houſe i in Kent; he was alſo 


! heir to the title and eſtate of Sir Charles Leſlie, 
1 f the baronet ſhould have no ſon, and theſe 
| ere the conſiderations that gave him conſe- 
| auence with her; yet as Beachwood was always 


1 5 entioned as a man of taſte and underſtanding, 
1 e ſhould have been pleaſed with his flattery, 
could he ha ve condeſcended to beſtow i it, and her 
Fcoquetry would have found very agreeable amuſe - 
ment in making him her ſlave, though if no no- 
pbleman had appeared 1 in perſpective, ſhe would 
1 probably have ſhortened his ſuſpenſe, by accept- 
. ting the power of rendering him miſerable fer 
erer. 5 
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Pu. But the meefing of. this evening did not 8 
72 tribute to forward theſe prudent plans for the fu- 
ture, or gratify her ſelf- love by ſoothing it with 
complanents for the preſent. Beachwood diſ- 
| dained to feign admiration which he did not feel, 
and he was too generous to find diverſion in en- 

WE couraging her to diſplay additional folly, He 
ame in late, and ſhe perceived that his eyes were 
nn ſearch of ſome particular object, which doubt- 
15 leſs muſt be herſelf—as ſoon, therefore, as ſhe 
5 Sot to o the bottom of the Le ſhe e * 
1 1 5 
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5 kligbe, and fat down, honoring Beachwood as 
"The paſſed him with a ſmiſe, and a glance of in. 
vitatien.— This Kindneſs however Was only 1 re- 
turned by a bow, as he was then. in converſation 
with Lady Felicia, and it was not till after the 
next dance that he approached to pay his com- 
pliments to Miſs Darwick, who could well have 
- Tpared both the matter and the manner with 
which ke addreſſed her. He was grave, her wit 
ſeemed to make no impreſſion upon him, her dreſs 
Was overlooked, and he continued to alk ſo many 
: queſtions, and expreſs ſo much concern reſped- 
ing the indiſpoſition of Miſs Fitz-Aubin, that 
his companion loft all patience, and anſwered 
very tartly, “ that ſhe believed there was more 
conceit than any thing elſe ! in it, for Matilda was 
often very whimſical and odd, as romantic ladies 
generally were.” 5 


15 Beachwood checked bis inelination to enter 
into any farther diſcuſſion of this point, as the 
evident ill nature with which ſhe ſpoke, made it 
Improbable that ſhe would be ſoftened by any ar- 
guments in favor of the abſent; and his defence 
might perhaps occaſion the exertion of ſome new 
inſolence towards Matilda herfelf : at their return. 


However, inſtead of aſking her to dance as ſhe. 


expected, or remaining in attendance. upon her if 
ſhe declined it, he engaged Miſs Leflic for the 
two following dances, and came no more near 
"Br: during the reſt of the « FG, 25 


Al 


1 9 
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Alx this was amply talked over by the two la- 
2 | dies on their return—a conference was held in 
. Mrs. 'Darwick"s dreſſing room, where it was 
| agreed that Beachwood had behaved intolerably 
ill, and of late was grown quite ſtupid. | 2 L {OUR 
not have thought of his coming to cue me 
4 {cried Mifs Anne) with his ridiculous condolences j 
| about ſuch a mawkiſh, inſignificant thing as Ma- MW 
da. Very true, (anſwered Mrs. Darwick) 9 
and 1 with, for the ſake of puniſhing his imperti- 
= nence, 1 could ſee you a Ducheſs.” They at 
eength ſeparated—Mrs. Darwick lamenting the 
abſence of Lord Macphane and Lord Brakely, 
and the young lady, wondering what any man 
Could ſee to admire in ſuch a . of ſtill life as 
Maria Leſlie,” 
TL Matilda, oth: innocent of all offence, le. 
EE 3 felt the effects of their ill humour. Since 1 
70 Mr. Darwick left them, the had frequently found 1 
5 mA to regret his abſence, attributing to the lola 5 
of his generous protection, the additional rigour 
and havghtineſs of his lady; for as the aimed at 
no competition with Miſs Anne, and was con- 
WE ſcious of the inferiority of her own acquiremente, 
Wit never occurred to her that ſhe could appear to 
I them in the light of a rival, nor did ſhe imagine 
chat the politeneſs of Beachwood to herſelf could _ 
: be diſagreeable to them, ſince ſhe regarded it 
Verely as the attention of à man, too generous. = 
1 and too well bred to o inſult her dependeat ſitua- 
VOL. 8 E. tion 
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tion with rudeneſs or neglect, and whoſe benevo- 
lence derived pleaſure from the power of beſtow. 
ing it; that he was lefs regardful of Mifs Darwick, 
ſhe ſuppoſed might be owing to the little inclina- ; 
lion ever manifeſted by that young lady for conver- 
ation ſuch as his, for Matilda was ſufficiently ac- 
8 quainted with her character to know that ſucha Wi 
thing as Orlando, if it had been graced with : 15 
diſtinguiſhed title, would in her eſtimation hae 


been preferable to all the intrinſic excellence of 
Beachwood. | 


By che other gentlemen who viſited at Sprine 1 
Hall ſhe was ſeldom much noticed with many 
Miſs Darwick was really an object of admiration, : 
and others affected to conſider her as ſuch, for ; 
the ſake of flattering the partiality of her mother 
Tora them all ſhe received compliments and a. 
tention in conſequence of her. reputed fortune 
while the highly faſhionable ſtyle of her dre'v nn 
and the capricious levity of her manners, pro- 
cured her, ſrom thoſe who knew no better, tlt =, 
honor of being celebrated as a fine ſmart live WM 
| gil, of the moſt delightful ſpirits and vivacity. 


' Contraſted with ſuch attractions, Matilda un 25 
8 nothing or if firangers, pleaſed with hd 7 4 
f Ggure, were led to commendation or enquir i 
they were told that ſhe was nobody of any col 
| ſequence, a ſort of companion to Miſs Darwick 8 
but a Java m_ ſilent ching, who could ſay no 
thin 5 
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; bang ere yes and no. A character of ſo 
little importance was ſeldom the object of farther 
E curioſity or notice, and ſhe was fated to remain 
in the back ground, while all attention and all 
3 nd; were © laviſhed ae Mi Anne. > 
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1 Darwick was very impatient to be in London, 
her father's fondneſs for the country had fre- 
quently detained them at Spring Hall till the end 
ef March; but now that his lady was ſole di- 
5 WeAceſs of their movements, ſhe hoped to per- 
ide her to ſet off before Chriſtmas. In town 
Fi there was 2 chance of meeting Lord Macphane, 
44 leaſt of finding amongſt their faſhionable 
5 Ceduaintanee other admirers of equal importance. 
1 2 the influence of her inolinations upon the 
eien | of her mother, . ſeemed in dhis inſtance 
Wo. 0 bye Joſt! Sheir uſual power. In fact, Mrs. 

8 Darwick 
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Darwick was ſenſible that the 3 a more 


important perſonage as the lady of Spring Hall 
khan in London, where her.confequence was loſt 
in a crowd, and this 'reaſon, without any taſte 
for rural pleaſares, mduced her to acquieſee in 
Mr. Darwick's plan of living generally in the 


country; ſhe therefore anſwered all Miſs Anne's 


arguments with remonſtrances upon the impro- 
pPriety of appearing intown at that time of year, 
proteſting « that it was what ſhe had never done 


in her life—that before ſhe was married, they AR 


never went to Hackney till after the birth day, 
nor returned for the winter till the town was to- 
lerably full, and ſhe was determined to preſerve 
4 proper regard to decorum, which it was ridicu- 
lous for people of any bgure to violate,” 


Mi Anne, unuſed to b found 
this oppoſition to her wiſhes ſo extremely ſtrange 
by inſupportable, that ſhe declared ſhe could en- 

re the drearineſs of Spring Hall no longer, and 
1 the might not go to London, was reſolved to 
ſet off for Bath with Mrs. Beach wood, Who was 
5 going there for a month. Mrs. Dar wick made 
% 11 objection to this ſcheme, and to the great jo) 
N Matilda ſhe left them the following morning 


N We days: aſide" her departure, Lady Felicu 
5 'Mfornay paid a morning viſit at Spring Hall 
me came, as the faid, to aſk if Mrs. Darwick 
N N conſent. to 1 her for the diſappoint 


ment 
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ent ſhe bad ſuffered at the balk; by the illneſs of 
: 4 Miſs. Fitz-Aubin.—She expected a party of 


voung people t to paſs the next day with her, being 
her birth day, and ſhe came to ſolicit the pre- 
WW ſence of Maillda to join them. Mrs. Darwick 
| could not refuſe the perſonal 2pplication of Lady 


; Felicia, though ſhe. felt ſo much vexed at the 
WE abſcnc- of her daughter, that ſhe would willingly 
ee, | have denied her a pleaſure from which Miſs Anne 


Was excluded liowever, recolſecting that. this 
| viſit! would tend to facilitate their future i intimacy 
with the Duke's family, ſhe conſented—and won 
by the affability and ſweetneſs: of Lady Felicia, 


3 55 1 18 Laa 1 Gl tlie end © of the weck. 


with the moſt ardent expectations of pleaſure, 


vent the next day to Nane at Weſt Lodge. , 


7 E ſeemed to equal her own. *© hope you will 
Fr. forgive, me (cried her Ladyſhip) i if my appoint- 


4 ing fo early an hour has been inconvenient, but 
l began to fancy that ſome- accident or other 


would always intervene to deprive me of the plea- 
Ihre of this . and I wiſhed to enjoy your 
| _ company 


- Ad. 1 4 
22 


e n 44 9 * 5 * 225 C J + 
22 TSS 


WE who ſat with her ſome time, the agreed that as 
the cvening was to conclude Ki a dance, which 
BS vcd make it late, viaiilca cuts remain with | 


Eh " Querioged's at this invitation and the pemilf on 
| to accept it, Matilda ſept not that night and 


. Theſe enpedtations were not diſappointed on. 
T her arrival, for the happineſs of Lady Felicia 


— 
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company without interruption, before my forma! 
viſitors made their appearance: You ſee, my dear 
Miſs Fitz-Aubin, that I take great liberties with 
you, but you muſt allow me to fancy that we are 
already old acquaintance, for long before I met 
you at Sir Charles Leſlie's, I had wiſhed for ſuch 
an opportunity, which as I had no acquaintance 
with Mrs. Darwick, I was never till then fortu- 
nate enough to find; you will perhaps wonder, 
| continued ſhe, what could have excited all this 
impertinent folicitude z but Mr. Leſlie Beachwood 
has frequently talked to me of yen, and tho'! 
know how to appreciate the opinion of beaux in 
general, yet, the praiſe of Peachwood i is never 
beſtowed lig ehtly, and his eſteem i is a mod we may 
«il rejoice to obtain, . 


S 
e050: 


- 
. * 


The happineſs of Matilda was now beyond 

85 5 What ſhe had ever before exper jienced—to be re- 
ceived with ſuch affectionate kindneſs by Lach 

Felicia, and to owe this diſtinction in part to the 
favorable opinion of Beachwood, were gratifica- 
tions that chaſed all remembrance of ſorrow, and 
- unuſed to ſuch flattering treatment, ſhe with dif- 
ficulty repreſſed the tears wot . winch: rnd 
| "Py her x ag l | 


3 hours had paſſed f dighifully th that fl 
marked not the flight of time, when Lord Phi- 
lip Mornay entered the room Matilda could not 
. help ſhuddering when he ſpoke, and ſhe recollect- 
3 e bo if 
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ug 1 


1 ed the voice of one of her Ms um the wood: 

but as he ſeemed not to retain any remembrancs 

: of having ſeen her before, ſhe ſoon recovered her 
compoſ ure, and he entered into eonverſation with 


this bäder and herſelf. 


= Do you expect my 1 in Almeria here to 
7 day Fr ſaid he. 
FE Yeu 1 1 ith: much 10 fre per, 1 We 


i Bare never met ſince her marriage — ſhe 15 perhaps 
woch altered.“ 


Not teil altered in perſon Gepe ke): 
. but much improved upon the whole by her reſi- 
dence in Prance; ſhe has got rid of her. Engliſh. 
@ formality, dreſſes with ſuperior. taſte, and 15 on 
ker rouge with great judgment,” 5 


« Theſe are improvements that well merit the 
fatigue of a journey to Paris to obtain them (ſaid 
| Lady Felicia, laughing) yet I cannot help fancy-- 
ing that I ſhall (till think her. ſiſter infinitely m more. 
| jr 5 . 


. - 8 f 


f Lady] ns is cer 8 ney lan»: 
E Lord Philip) I think the has been the fineſt 
woman I ever ſaw, and ſhe is more accompliſhed 
than her ſiſter — but the is now upon the d&@line.: 


Juſt then thoſe ladies: were e ee and; to: 
the great aſtoniſhment of Matilda, this declining. 
beauty, who once had been handſome, appeared | 


Us 


doing to his partial repreſentation—abſorbed i in 
x vajiety of confuſed, tho” not unpleaſant re- 
. Hexions, the liſtened not to what he was ſaying, 
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in the form of 'a very lovely young woman, not 
more than four and twenty years of age, and re- 
ſembling Lady Felicia in voice and elegance ol 
manner. | The 


Lady Almeria, who was two years younger 
than her ſiſter, and had been married at ſeventeen 
to the ſon of a nabob, was a little brunette; plain 
in perſon, but dreſſed with all the tawdry extra- 
vagance of a Pariſian doll, and over-run with 
affeCtation and grimace. — | 


The party was large, and amongſt the File 
men Matilda ſaw with pleafure the arrival of 
Beachwood, who ſhe fuppoſed had been at Bath 
with his mother; but when in the courſe of the 
evening ke took his ſeat next her, ſhe experienced 
a ſort of embarraſſmnent mingled with her fatis- 
faction — ſhe recollected his having formerly ſen 
her in company With Lord Philip, and for the 
_ firſt time in her life, felt a degree of reſtraint in 
his ſociety; yet the circumſtances of their former 
meeting were honorable to his gallantry, ; and the 
pleaſure of her preſent viſit was in ſome meaſure 


but in a-ſhort time, aſhamed of her apparent ab- 
ſence and inattention, ſhe endeavoured to con- 
5 verſe with N and by way of ſay ing 
fomething; 


7 


ima very handſome ? 
| „ Yee—ſhe has alway $ been a celebrated belle.” 


I think her beautiful (rejoined Matilda) but 
1 it not ſtrange that Lord Philip, who this morn- 
ling declared the ſame. opinion, ſeems wholly 
; Ss up with her ſiſter, and ſcarcely, looks at 
lady Jemima, who is ſo much ee, and 
ppears ſo. much more plealing.“ 


Lord Philip (ſaid dane © is too * 
1 man of faſhion to be prodigal of his attentjons 
to an unmarried lady, who is paſt one and twenty 


Fconfiders married women as the only objects of 
Jadmiration, is not amongſt the leaſt pernicious 
of its follies. To the continual 1m portation of 
foreign faſhions, and the extravagant rage for 


and its effects are too obvious to need animad- 
verſion.“ <A 


F 4 Fx. 


1 | a ſhort ſacque and petticoat of printed cotton, 


WE Lady Felicia, —© Well! how &ye do?P”—threw 
0 herſelf into the firſt chair, Fuhr noticing 207 
"0 other of the compan . 


mt te 
ROPES — — 
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” . — 


| Kats: aſked, if he did not. think Lady Je- | 


the diſſolute gallantry of the preſeat age, which 


foreign manners, we are indebted for this ſyſtem, 


Juſt tha the Ducheſs of el was anndunc- 
(d. Matilda was extremely ſurpriſed to ſee that 
his notice uſhered in a little fat woman, dreſt in 


” who waddled into the room with Her arms on her 
Ws ſides, and only calling out in a hoarſe voice to 
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32 MATILDA Fir z-Auzix | 
But her wonder was greatly augmented, when 
this lady, being preſſed to take à ſeat nearer the 
fire, by way of accounting for her refuſal, in- 
formed the e 128 the was yo alt over in 

a ſweat.” | 


* 


Her viſit however laſted not üg ; for when 
Lady Felicia enquired if ſhe choſe to play, the 
= —& replied that ſhe could not ſtay, being e on her way 
= to the ſeat of her nephew, Lord F=—, where 
4 he had promiſed to ſup, and meant to 7 ſome 
time. But 1 thought,“ added ſhe, ** I would 
not paſs the gates without calling for five minutes, 
whough it is now eight o'clock, and J have ſeve- 
4 ral miles to travel beſore ten; for F—— has lived 
0 the country till he has learnt to keep the au k- 
+ ward hours of his farmers, and I was obliged to 
c ne at five, that 1 might ſet out n . ſo good 

5 _ 5 | 


Es 


When the was gone, Matilda turning to 
33 with a look of ſurpriſe, ſaid, 
bas Amongſt Mrs. Darwick's acquaintance, I have 
feen none of very high rank, but where we ſhould 
naturally look for ſuperiorelegance and politeneſs, 
I chould have thought it impolſible to meet with 
e f f and manners ſuch as 1 have 8 wit- 


| « perceive, 9 e . a milk, 
« that the behaviour of the Ducheſs has excited 
| your aſtoniſhment : but ſhe is one e of thoſe modern 
ladies 
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ladies of faſhion, who arc above the practice of 
= ſuch trifling decorums as little Poor edre for 
tue rules of their conduct.“ B eat 


Their *converſation Was here interrupted by 


: Lady Felicia, who called upon Beachwood to 
make up; a card table, and his place near Matit- 
da was immediately occupied by Major Persfield, 
an elderly man whom ſhe had ſometimes met in 
| vifting with Mrs. Dar wick, and who: was We 
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1 T 'was'entertained with your furpriſe, (aid 
he) on the entrance of the Duckets of K 
but as you have n never raiſed a a winter rin London, 
[ may. be allowed to ber that you. are yet a Y 
ſtranger to ſome of the faſhions. of the times. 
As long as politeneſs and high breeding continuce 
to be ſynonimous terms, it was found that people 
of no conſequence, by the advantages of good 
education and a little attention, were enabled to 


vie with the: firſt ranks in elegance of manners, 


and ſometimes to excel them in accompliſhments, | 
and frequently-to. ſurpaſs them in the ſplendour 


of their appearance; In a- commercial country 


like this, where the ſources of wealth are open 
to all adventurers, the number of theſe competi- 


tors was daily increafing—it was. therefore neceſ- 


ſary to ſtrike out ſomething new which might 
reſcue perſons of rank from the degradation of 
Pg confounded ith the people. Nothing 
5 | EA | appeared 


. Ws 
” of g * 


1 By as the models of 4 new folly. 215 


— 
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appeared more likely to anſwer this end, wan to 
difcard.that urbanity which ſo fatally levelled all 
diſtinctions; the tedious ceremonies of the old 
court had already given way to eaſy politeneſs, 
and this in its turn was ſupplanted by negligence | 
and coarſeneſs. Thus while the middle ranks 
were refining and poliſhing till they often excelled 
their originals, a new ſyſtem was adopted by the 
higher orders, and the lady you have . ſeen is 
a finiſhed pattern of this ſtyle.” | 


46 I ſhould hope, (aig Matilda) that this new 
faſhion will never gain many followers in | that 
rank for whole benefit 4 it was introduced, 29 


3 Novelty and fingularity, (returned he) are 
great attractions with the ignorant and the vain; 
and thoſe who miſtake wonder for admiration, 
will adopt any abſurdity. that promiſes to gratify 
their glorious ambition of being envied and ftared 


. 1 am 1 1 (aid Matilda) i that this 
mode is not likely to become general; and 1 
heartily hope that thoſe who covet ſueh diſtinc- 
tion, may enjoy all the glory of their e 
by remaining ſtill unrivalled,” IE 


" If you paſs the. winter in town, antivered 
he) you will probably meet many ſuch ſpeeimens. 
But the beſt opportunities for diſplaying this ton, 
are the pubic watering places in ſuramer, which 
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5 15 07 crowded by all kinds of people, the ſym- 
= bols of high breeding are as neceſſary to mark 
5 diſtinction in mixed companies, as the coronet 
4 upon their coaches to announce their rank when 

| they appear abroad. The privileges of this order, 


5 are — to do any thing, wear any thing, and call 
every thing by its right name. Tlius, while you 
may frequently find the wife of a citizen truly 


5 accompliſhed and well bred, a Ducheſs with in- 
finite contempt of her inferiors, will perhaps 
| chooſe to diſplay the rudeneſs and vulgarity wa a 


Ee kitchen maid,” E 


1 


" 1 ſhould ſuppoſe all this a mere walten 


: a | exaggeration, (ſaid Matilda) if I had not fo 


| lately ſeen a fample of the folly it deſcribes.— 
| Ah! how different and how much more amiable | 


ere the manners of Lady Felicia 5 


95 True; but thoſe are not the manners which 


n a public room would attra& the attention of 


de whole company. A ſtranger might ſee that 
= Lady Felicia was pretty and foo bred; but ſhe 


has not that undaunted aſſurance which impels 


e poſſeſſors to ſay or do any thing for the fake 
oc being ſtared at, or rather ſhe has no taſte for 
the glory of making herſelf conſpicuous at the 
expence of delicacy and propriety; and you ſeem 
not yet to comprehend, that. to be conſpicuous, 
at any rate, is infinitely gratifying to vanity, and 
2 goes a po Fray towards conſtituting the felicity . 
A 
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The reſt of the evening was ſpent as agreea. 
bly as the time that had paſſed in converſation; 
dye ball, which was the firſt entertainment of the 
kind ſhe had ever witneſſed, equalled all the ex. 

pectations ſhe had formed. of its pleaſantneſs, and 
hen the party broke up, Matilda, recalling the 
events of the evening, checked the regret that 
would have ariſen on remembering that it was 

paſt, by the certainty that there were yet three 
days ere. the time when he was. N to re- 
turn to ing kal 


Thoſe days however paſſed 9 away. A 

N party: of friends {ill remained with Lady Felicia, 
and Beachwood, whoſe: father was-detained by 
ſome buſineſs in London, and his mother at Bath, 
found their abſence a ſufficient reaſon for ſpend- 
ing all his time at the Lodge, where, unreſtrained 
by the fear of Mrs. Darwick's ſeverity to her 
N ward, and ſomeu hat forgetful of the lecture 
upon prudence and propriety he bad ſo lately re- 
ceived from Bis father, he ſeemed to take as much 
intereſt in the exertion and improvement of ber ns 
talents as we ſhe had been his ſiſter, and thioug gh | 
he was politely attentive to all the other ladies 
of the party, and avoided paying any particular 
devoirs to Matilda, it was- yet evident that he 
felt not that pleaſure in the ſociety of others 
which reſulted from 115 converſation with her. 
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bi 1 Was reciprocal, and the affec- 
= \tionate * of 2 Felicia was not the only 
A . 5 circum 
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thoſe ſhe had juſt left and the family 1 to whom. ſhe 
was going but once acouſtomed to the elegant 
| Bah Ky and refined manners of the ſeciety at 


| Hand capricious: ill humour of the inhabitants of 
| [Spring-Hall, was a tranſition too mortifying 10 


4 chagrin, as her mother, when ſhe was not en- 


| like civility to Matilde Tho? this very notice, 


85 e arſe and diſguſting, her preſeat kindneſs was 
1 thewn ! in admitting her companion conſtantly tO 
work in her trefling-room, where, by Mrs. Dar- 
wick, ſhe was entertained with long lectures up- 
on œconomy, interſperſed with many praiſes of 

J her own management, and complaints of the 
W idleneſs and extra vagance of ſervants; or when 


: 1 was ſtill worſe, for not content with being dull 
| the became ridiculous, and her auditor was con- 


been addreſſed before her marriage, with ſuch 


| yr ee bad there wo lefs to Ns 5 | 


"1 Weſt-Lodge, to return to the rude negligence 
be made with indifference; the abſence of Miſs | 
Darwick indeed was ſome little abatement of her 


groſſed by the perfections of that firſt idol of her 
Vanity, was more diſpoſed. to ſhew ſomething 


like the general manners of its diſpenſer, was 
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| ſhe happened to be in very good d humour the caſe 


demned to liſten to cndleſs narratives and deſerip- 
tions of che Numerous lovers. by whom the: hat 


anecdotes of her eruelty:and their deſpair, 'that 
| Viatilda could * difficulty that her laughter, 
© 8 122 be | 3 1 9 9 50 when 


e marina run t. 
the ſpeaker with theſe hiſtories of her conqueſts, 


and as ſhe was incapable of that malicious ſatiſ. 
faction which is enjoyed by the ill-natured when 


take much intereft in the ſubje&, or by any 


of Matilda; during her late viſit her exiſtence 
ſeemed to have acquired a new value, and though 


courſe of life, yet ſhe was no longer diſpoſed ſo 
contentedly to ſubmit to it; and ſhe almoſt wiſh- 
ed the return of. Miſs 8 which would 


Leflie was expected to join them. Matilda was 


variety of amuſements. She had no reliſh” for 


when ſhe compared the figure and character ef 


other people oppoſe themſelves, the never grali- 
fied the abſurd vanity of the lady, by ſeeming to 


queſtions leading to it ever encouraged its intro- 
duQion.—But this manner of ſpending time fi- 
tigued the underſtanding and exhauſted the ſpirits 


on her return the had only reſumed her uſual WM 


releaſe her from ſuch conftant attendance upon 
her mother, as they did not admit Matilda to their 
conferences, which turned. generally upon their 


own views and family projects, ſuch ; as Prudence 
forbade them to 9 | 


* 1 
12 14 
* + +4 - * 75 


Mig 245 however was in no haſte to return, 
and her mother was too politic to wiſh it, when 
the was ſo well placed as with Mrs. Beachwood, 
eſpecially as ſhe learned from her daughter that 


therefore fated ſti} to work and to liſten by the 
ſide of he e patroneſs, whoſe tatte admitted no 


| EN unleſs when vey” were diſplay- 
2 e 2 
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5 d by her daughter; reading ladies were at all 
= ns the objects of her ridicule and abhorrence, 
ind the weather would not allow the relief of 
alking. Thus heavily paſſed the days, unen- 
ſi vened by any pleaſurable incident. Lady Felicia, 
Won aficr Matilda left the Lodge had acccm- 
1 panied her father to his ſeat in Devonthire, where. 
hey meant to ſpend the winter, and Beachwood 
Vas at length gone to meet his mother at Bath. 
Time at Spring-Hall ſecmed unuſually tedious, 
br Mrs. Dar wick having ſoine little arrangements 
o make in her houſehold before. they went to 
London, fancied herſelf too buſy to receive or 
bay many viſits, and when ſhe was not employed | 
the practical part of her economy, was too 
Rirongly impreſſed with the importance of it to 
tend to any thing eife ; when therefore ſhe had 
vearied herſelf with inſpecting the ftore- ron 
Ind ſcolding the ſervants, ſhe relaxed from her 
0 fp by rehearſing the merits of hex @wn in- 
Luſty 7 for the edification of Matilda. 


= F The time of Mrs. Boachwoods ſtay at Bath, 

Wt !-ngth clapſed, and Miſs Darwick habits 
Wc turned with her into Kent; but Leſlie inſtead 
_ Pf aocompanying them, was 8 to make a 
it to he Duke of G- , and Matilda ga- 
bered from the general te tenor of their converſa- 
ons, chat Miſs Anne was by no means ſatisfied 
th his conduct at Bath. His journey had been 
2 18 8 8 without 5 5 reaſon of ſufficient 
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_ conſequence to retard it; and when he did come 


his attentions to herſelf were only ſuch as polite- 
neſs would have induced him to pay to any other 
of his mother's acquaintance. Miſs Ann how- 
ever at the inſtigation of Mrs. Darwick, had 
been particularly ſedulous to ingratiate herſelf 
with Mrs. Beachwood, and tho? accuſtomed at 
home to conſult no other rule than her own plea- 
ſure, yet when a particular intereſt was at ſtake, 


ſhe could condeſcend to any degree of ſimulation 


likely to ſecure it ; for this purpoſe ſhe ſtudied the 


| taſte, copied the manners, and echoed the opini- 


ons of her chaperone: It is true that there were 
few characters to whom ſuch ſervility oculd be 


paid with ſo little facrifice of pleaſure as to Mrs. 
Beachwood; for her own gaity of heart and in- 
exhauſtible 8 rendered her generally pleaſed 
with thoſe about her, and her natural fondneſs 
for company and diſſipation was blended with ſo 
much good temper and good breeding, that the 


young and the gay could ſcarcely fail to be 


charmed with her, even when they had no other 
views in ſeeking her ſociety than to ſpend the 
time allotted for amuſement as pevlantly; as pol. 
ſible. Hes SN, 


But Mrs. Beachwood; 1 85 theſs 0 


| oleafing, had- not much accuſtomed herſelf to re- 
Hef or to reafon; ſhe had been early initiated 

in the manners of the world, and tho? natural good 
55 ſenſe and obſervation e her from ſaying 
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or doing any thing ſilly or imprudent, no very ſu- 
: z perior qualifications were requiſite to obtain favor; 
Ws ſhe was pleaſed with characters ſimilar to her own, 
3 and if they diſcovered no glaring deficiency in 


HD Ee net) 


duc, all the virtues abſolutely eſſential in her fa 
W vourites were, to be faſhionable, lively, and good 
homoured. With ſuch a woman, the pliant at- 
WE tcntions of Miſs Darwick could not fail to ſuc- 
Ceed; for Mrs. Beachwood poſſeſſed not ſufficient 
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and the returned from her excurſion much pleaſed 
= wth her companion. But Miſs Anne was by 


had produced none of the effects ſhe had expected 


= Darwick would poſſeſs a large fortune, ſhe ſoon 


latter her vanity, as their admiration was regu- 
lated by the proſpect of obtaining affluenee, 
though poſſeſſing not the rank or ſplendor that 
could. gratiſy her ambition; to add to the diſap- 
pointment, Beachwood, who in point of connex- 
ions and ſituation was far preferable to the reſt, 


ſiduities, and the plan of ſecuring him was no- 
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his mother. Mrs. Darwick herſelf began to fancy 
1 that Leflie ad ſome other attachment, as cer- 
5 tainly 
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prudence, nor any ſtriking impropriety of con- 


WF depth of diſcernment to diſcover that the eha- 
racter which had won her partiality was artificial, 


no means fo well fatisfied; the journey to Bath 


from it; tho? as it was ſoon circulated that Mis 
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became an object of attention. But her new ad- 
mirers were all of a deſcription little adapted to 
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ſeemed by no means diſpoſed to rival their aſ- 
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tainly nothing but a pre- engagement could male 
any man infenſible to the charms of her daughter; 


and this idea was confirmed by bis having abfent. 
ed himſelf from his mother's parties at Bath, who 


complained that ſhe never had ſo little of his 


company before, and could not imagine how he 


amuſed himſelf. 


The time at Dk Roe when: Mrs. Dar. 
wick's notions of propriety allowed them to ap- 


Pear in London. Matilda, who had ne hope a 
pleaſure. from the change of ſcene, regretted thei 
removal. She had neither friends nor acquaint. 
ance in town, her time would be, paſſed with the 
fame people. and in the ſame manner as beforc; 
for though Miſs Darwick anticipated with great 


_ eagerneſs the amuſements that avaicee” her, it 
was not probable that her companion would be 
permitted to ſhare in them; and as the drearineſ 


of winter was now paſt, ſhe: would have been 
very happy had they ſettled to leave her at Spring- 
Hall, where the country was daily improving; 
in this however, as in all other occaſions her deſ- 
tination depended upon the will of others, and 
Matilda went with the reſt of the family to 0c- 
ſs cd e N Ra Wer; in by 
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N An FEW dos after their arrival in town, Ma- 
z tilda was included in a family party to the play I 
60 her all public amuſements had the charm of 
"i novelty, and ſhe received very high gratification 
b | from what was conſidered by Miſs Dar wick and 


ber brother as the moſt Hupid of all poſſible me- 


3 | thods of 22 an e except Peng. 11 


* home. 


. The Fas was — and 1 „ af- 
x 4 ter ſurveying the houſe through the glaſs pendent | 


5 at his button, and notwithſtanding its crowded 
appearance, having pronounced that there was 


nobody there, retired to the back part of the box, 


and exhibited his neweſt ſtyle of lounging, while 
his ſiſter was throwing herſelf into a variety of 
ridieuſous attitudes, to difplay her figure and at- 


| 1 tract notice. The only perſeñ of the party at all 
5 ſted in the play was. Matilda, whoſe atten- 
3 tion Was inceſſantiy called off from the perform- 


| Ance by, being obliged. to lien and leply to ſome 


. | | | trifling | 
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trifling queſtion or abſurd remark of Mrs. Dar- 
wick, whoſe ruling paſſion at all times was t 
hear herſelf talk. Some gentlemen who came 
into their box during the fifth act, diſturbed the 
reverie of Orlando, by ſome queſtions reſpecting 
the performance Upon my ſoul (replied he 
I know nothing of the matter, there is no bear- 
ing the fatigue of attending to all this diſmal 
ranting; I hate tragedies, they are good ud no- 
: thing but to ſend one home in the vapours.” 


M0 .'You would have been better entertained; at 
1 the other houſe then, with the new opera.” 


dc No—I deteſt Engliſh operas—there i is alway: 
ſo much of that clowaiſh bellowing to pleaſe the 
galleries, that it is aſtoniſhing how Lhe ins of any 
taſte can applaud 6 


He then roſe and ſauntered Sing to the whe 
| ſide of the houſe; and the gentleman to whom 
he had been ſpeaking, took his ſeat behind Ma- 
tilda, who immediately recognized Major Ter- 
held, whom ſhe had met at Weſt- Lodge.“ 


J am ſurpriſed: {cried he) hat with fo able a 
-pieceptor as you might find in young Darwick, 
you have yet made ſo little progreſs in the ſchool 
© of faſhion, as to come hither upon the obſolete 
we AE of being, attentive at a "tragedy !” _ 

DE NM ignorance or faſhion is ſor once an ad- 
; vantage kreplied ſhe) ſince what be has found fo 


: wArifoine has afforded Ge great pleaſure. o I 
; ; _ Malo = 
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Major Persfield then addreſſing Miſs Darwick, 


wp a how the had been entertained, 


—_ -*< Why upon the whole pretty well—though 
BE 1 don't think the performance very capital—but 


W 1 can't bear to confine my attention to the ſtage, 


l 5 for I feel ſo much, that I dare ſay 1 ſhould be 
ill for a week if 1 were to enter much into it.“ 


ee For. my part (cried - Mrs. Darwick) [ don? t 
W like any thing ſo monſtrous deep—one comes to 
play to be entertained and not to cry one's eyes 


out; I like ſomething a little merry, but I came 
here this evening to oblige a friend who patro- 
= nizes the author of. the farce, and aſſured me it 


5 would. make us amends for the play.” 


And (ſaid Matilda, i in a low voice to ia er 


| | Persfield) am ſo well content with the play, that 


l bave no deſire to ſee the farce, Jeſt it ſhould 
5 obliterate the remembrance of the ſcenes I have 
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. There! is no danger of that (replied he with 
an ironical ſmile) a PI lover who ſacrifices 
every thing to his paſſion, though exhibited only 


ada fQtion, is the moſt intereſting object that can 


= preſent itſelf to the imagination of a young lady 
except a ſimilar character amongſt her 


own admirers.” Are you fond of this play?“ 


©. Yes—though after what you have juſt ſaid, 
you will perhaps condemn my taſte as more ro- 


mantic than realonable.” W TY, 
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By no means—the ſcenes are wrought up 
with ſuch Exquiſite fancy and tenderneſs, there i; 
fo much wit in the dialogue, and ſuch genuine 
ſketches from nature in the characters, that it 
cannot fail forcibly to ſtrike the coldeſt i imagins- 
tion, and deeply to intereſt the hearts of the ſuſ. 
_ ,ceptible and the young. At the ſame time it mull 
be acknowledged that the two lovers, for whom 
we feel all this ſolicitude, are neither of them in 
themſelves charaQters that command eſteem or 
admiration. Romeo is fickle, weak and impetu- 
ous; in the beginning of the play we find him 
driven almoſt to inſanity by the cruelty of one 
miſtreſs, and ere the concluſion, he has poiſoned 
| himfelf in deſpair for the loſs of another. But 
every day's experience will prove that the cha- 
racters which moſt powerfully attack us, are nc: 
always the moſt faultleſs ; and whether on the 
ſtage or in real life, a man whoſe foibles and -:- 
rors are not the conſequences of a bad diſpoſ n, 
is more intereſting than a perfect hero, ſe 
| ſuperiority ſets him above, e eee Iwill not 
: Pons to eriticiſc the lady.” | 


What lady? aſked Orlando, who Lo then 
re-entered the ben. 


We are peaking of the charafter of ler, 
2- 36 She Was exccrably drofld,” 6 lig he. 


This comment drew a laugh from Major Perf. 
gad. and Matilda turning to ſpeak to Orlando, 
: obſerved 


— = 
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5 obſer ved Lord Philip Mornay i in the next 4 box, 
: E who inſtantly roſe and paid his compliments, en- 
[quired how long ſhe had been in town, and ſpoke 

| of the pleaſure his ſiſter would have in ſeeing her 
Echere,—Miſs Darwick had diſcerned Lord Philip 
immediately on his entrance, and fancying that 
She did not recollect her, had honored him with 

; K ſmile and a courteſy to awaken his attention, 
nich however had ſo little effect, that he con- 
inued with his arms folded to ſtare full in her 
ce, without appearing to notice her SIVIHEY or 
2 to be acquainted with her perſon. 


. Lord Philip had never accompanied his 

ſiſter in her viſits in Kent, and went very ſeldom 

to Weſt-Lodge, he had no acquaintance with 

Orlando ; he had been diverted with the affecta- 
ion and: airs of conſequence afſumed by Miſs 

| : Darwick when he had ſecn her in public, and 

ook pleaſure in mortifyi ing her vanity by over- 

7 a her attempt to claim acquaintance with 

im. For his politeneſs to herſelf, Matilda was 

probably indebted to the opinions of ſome young 

een of his party, who had pronounced her hand- 

2 ome, and the vexation of Miſs Anne was aug- 
5 nented, when one of them enquiring, Who 
“dat beautiful gicl?“ Inſtead of hearing her 

en name, as ſhe expected, ne replied, It is Miſs 

itz-Aubin, | a friend of "oe ſiſter's. 
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When. ne” carriage was announced, Lord | 
Philip, who quitted his box at the ſame moment, 
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offered his hand to Matilda, though he did not 
Chooſe to know any of her party. Orlando led 
his mother; and Miſs Anne, with all her wealth 
and her charms, might have followed them alone, 
but for the compaſſionate politeneſs of Major 
Persfield, who was going out and returned to 
conduQt her. 


_+- Phe conſequence of theſe ill placed diftin&i. 
ons, was a reſolution to leave Matilda at home in 
their future viſits to public places; a reſolution, 
which though it deprived her of ſema pleaſure, 
preſerved her from the ill humour, which was the 
uſual conſequence of any attention ſhe receive 
from ſtrangers, and ſhe the leſs regretted their WM 
Plan, as it left her ja a great meaſure miſtreſs af 2D 
her own time; for Miſs Darwick, with auction, E : 
| ſhoppipg, and paying idle viſits in a morning, a 
routs or public places for the evening, was ge 2 
: nerally engaged; and her mother, under 05 = 
of accompanying her, was ſeldom at home; 1 
the equally purſued every thing which bore h 1 
name of amuſement. . 


1 At was hin the middle of March, and the wer 'S 
ther, though very cold, was clear and dry; wi! by 
one moraing that Mrs. Darwick and her dag 
ter were engaged to a public breakfaſt and rea 

ing, given by a lady of their acquaintance, Mi 

tilda went out to walk alone. In paſſi ng the will 

of the green park, her attention was e by j | 

_the figure of a Young woman, whoſe emaciz 

355 | coun" 

= PH 


ountenance and wretched apparel ſtrongly in- 
Hicated the extremes of poverty and diſeaſe. She 


Wcſpondency of helpleſs miſery ; her appearance 
What ſhe was gbing to addreſs her when the ap- 


proach of ſome paſſengers prevented her mntenti- 
In; ſhe however haſtily put a ſhilling into her 


end and was paſſing on, when perceiving that - 


7 he party ſhe had ſeen had taken another road, 
> the turned to look at the object of her pit y. 


1 titude of ſupplication, burſt into tears, and as 
latilda went up to her, exclaimed,“ Oh! angel 
0 mercy! may heaven reward your compaſſion 
WI in unfortunate wretch, who but fer this muſt” 
vc periſhed.” 

38 * Vou ſeem very ill and weak, ” ſaid Matilda. 


Alas! adam: I am juſt recovering from a 
= Ever, and have not taſted food theſe two 8 


6 And where do you live? PP. 


- nd I will ſhew you, madam, if you pleaſe, 7 


- do not deceive you.” 


"nn She then low ly moved 4 the wall, and 
mn latilda following was conducted through ſeveral 
140 YM Fe ſtreets to a narrow court, where entering/a 
unte | E 5 : 'P 2 | W 
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aned againſt the wall ſhivering with cold, and 
Prithout offering any petition, ſeemed ſunk in the 


Sicaded ſo powerfully to the heart of Matilda, 


The Jong woman, claf ping ber hands in the 


Ep vt far off, and you will then be convinced that 
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100 MATILDA FITZ-AUPFIN, 
houſe they aſcended dark ſtair caſe, and her con- 
ductreſs opened the door of an apartment, which 
aan her to another ſbene of wretchedneſ, 


The room was mall and dark 5 the 
floor ſat a girl of ten years old, nurſing an infant; 
another, about the age of four or five, ſtood 
cry ing beſide her, and upon the bed in one corner, 
lay the mother of this unfortunate family —a life. 
leſe corpſe; 


' « Thope madam cid: the young. woman) ron 
will excuſe my bringing you to ſuch a place, bu 
you ſeemed ſo good, that I thought heaven had 
ſurely ſent you to fave us, and that if you coul 
but ſee our diſtreſs, it might be in your power to 
relieve it—theſe,goor children are ſtarving, their 
mother died laſt night of the fever, and we hare 
. not the means to bury her, as every thing, except 
| "In f "the bed ſhe lay on, has been ſold to buy a bit of 
| her huſband, who was a journeyman gar 
ene has been a good while out of work, and 
was but juſt got better of an illness, when he 
went out laſt week to ſeek ſome employment, 
and ſtaid all night; the next day we heard that 
he bad been preſſed for a ſailor, and ſent on boat 
with him we loſt all hope of aſſiſtance, an 
unable to procure medicine or relief, this pod 
woman has periſhed for want of common nec. 
_ aries, ſince ſhe refuſed to taſte the little bea 
and water we have had theſe three days 5, tha 
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there might be a litile for every one of the chil- 
| er PIER 


« © Was ſhe mor ſiſter,” aſked Matilda, 
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cc No, adam, no relation; but we have lodg- 
ed together all the winter, and but for her our 
: 2 landlady would have turned me into the ſtreet 
SS long fince, as the threatened, if ſhe had not taken 
mne into her room, when I could not pay the rent 
2 of my own any longer. However this morning 
= ſhe told me I ſhould not ſtay, for that ſhe would 
2 | oblige the pariſh to bury the corpſe, and take care 
of the children, though they would not relieve 
1 | us, becauſe we do nat belong to them, and I 
vent out, hoping that the paſſing charity of ſome 
wg ſtranger would beſtow a ſew halſpence to ſupport 
= us through the day. The cold and hunger toge- 
tber made me fo faint, that I believed I ſhould 
_ want nothing more for my ſelf, and I ſunk down 
= —where you ſaw me, paſt the power of ſoliciting 
2 : relief, and reſigned there to await the termination 
= a miſerable exiſtence, when your unexpected 
bounty ſeemed to reſtore me to life, and gave 
i me ſtrength to come ants | 
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| Matilda, who had v. ept | in fi lence during this 
narrative, now aroſe, and giving the contents of 
her purſe to the ſpeaker, directed her to ſatisfy 

the demands of their landlady, and to purchaſe 

1 ſome neceſaries for herſelf and the children, 
5 | Provuling to conſider what could be done for 
; ite 
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the lower apartment, and the curioſity of th: 
_ neighbours, who unaccuſtomed to meet ſo neat 
home a perſon of dreſs and appearance ſo greatly 
different from their own, ſtood at their doors to 
gaze at her, and ſome of them followed to the 


af; brought her back to the Public ſtreet. 


| that directed the whole, and mueli criticiſm upon 


wh — 


3 


them, and to call again in the courſe of a fen 5 
days. She then deſcended the ſtair-caſe and let Wi 
the houſe, not without ſome degree of terror and 
uneaſineſs at the ſhabby look of the lodgers, in 


end of the Jane, which to the great joy of Ma- 


She returned immediately home, and paſſed 
the time till ſix o' clock, in reflecting upon the 
objects ſhe had left, and e how moi 
1 conan to aſſiſt them. 8 


' Cecupied by this ſubjeQ, the felt very littk 
inclination to take a ate in the converſation of 
the party, who came heme full of the morning 


5 emuſement, and during dinner made an amp 


relation to Major Persfield and another friend 
WhO dined there, of all that they had ſeen and : : 
heard. After much commendation beſtowed upon 
the taſte of the decorations, and the elegant fancy - 


the company, c Well! .(cried Mifs Darwick) 
in. my opinion nothing is equal to a breakfaſf, 
there is ſo much ſtyle about it; all city peopk 
| have got into the way of giving routs and private 
concerts, and can crowd their dirty lanes with 4 
many Sancte and their rooms with as man) 


e 
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4 proſelſors of whiſt, and amateurs of muſic (When 
WW they are let looſe from the writing deſk) as we 
can do. But 4 dijeuner champttre at this time of 


year is a point beyond them, and ſo impoſſible in 
| that filthy part of the town, that if I had no 
| other reaſon for my preference J ſhould like this 


entertainment, becauſe common people can nei 
der adopt it, nor ſqueeze themſelves into Ie 


_ c< If this faſtidiouſneſs could become genen, 
= (aid Major Persfield) we might hope to ſee fine 
ladies grow domeſtic from exceſs of delicacy; 


BS ſince there are few of their amuſements which 


are not open to imitation, and no public places 


_ whcre they are not liable to the ſheek of 1 worry 


with common people.” 


* Why really (cried. Orlando) e one can go no 


where. now without being. obtruded upon by the 


bourgeois, which has obliged people of faſhion to- 


= confine themſelves. more to grand private enter- 
_  tainments at their own houſes, where the com- 
=_ pany though numerous may be ſelect, for even 


at the opera- the moſt. elegant of our public 


5 amuſements, unleſs you have a box you are 
= | crowded 2 Ae from the environs of 
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"66: El: come, Orlando (ried Mrs. Darwick) 
[. deſire you'll not diſparage the. city, though we 


= don't live there. There is money enough in tlie 


5 city to oy up alt the eſtatesthat have been mort- 
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gaged, for the expences of theſe grand private 
entertainments you are ſo fond of; and I fancy 
your ſele&t company would look very fooliſh if 
they did not ſometimes find the benefit of a good 
city connexion. Every one is not born to a for- 


tune as you were, and people can't live upon ti- 
tles.“ 


a Apropos of connexions (faid Major Perf- 
field) I was told this morning that Lady Felicia 


Mornay is going to be married to young Beach- 
wood. 


/ E 


| « 0 Rs maravigſial (exclaimed Orlando) chi 
1 avrebbe mai penſato—that a womam ſo lovely 


as . Fe licia, ſhould make ſuch A choice as 


0 Por my part (ald Mrs. Darwick) [ foe no- 
thing ſo very extraordinary about Lady Felicia— 
Leflie might have found other women quite as 
handſome and accompliſhed as ſhe is, and with 
as much money; but I dare ſay old Beachwood 
put it in his head, becauſe there would be ſo mueh 


eclato in bringing the r of a Duke into 
his family.“ 


3 My only Carts tural Major Persficld) 
aroſe from my knowledge of the Duke's charac- 
tex, who was always ſuppoſed to have another 
match in view for his daughter; ſhe is ſo amiable 
that all who know muſt eltern her, and Beach- 

e wood 
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| 1 wood is a young man, whoſe alliance no woman, 
be her rank what it will, need diſdain . 


e Well, mamma (cried Miſs Anne) you know 


2 we thought there was ſomething extraordinary 
in Leflic's being for ever at Weſt-Lodge, and 


now ſtaying ſo long in Devonthire ; I ſuppoſe 
he was Pert here with her when we were at 


Bath, for all Mrs. Beachwood was ſo fly as to 


pretend to wonder why he ſpent ſo little of his 
time with us —Lorc! Matilda, what makes you 
colour fo??? 


This abrupt queſtion, by drawing the attenti- 


5 on of all the company upon Matilda, increaſed 


her confuſion; ſhe attempted to laugh and ad- 
drefſed ſome trifling queſtion to the gentleman 
who ſat next her; but at that moment encoun- 
tering the fierce eyes of Mrs. Darwick, which 
were turned upon her with an unuſual expreſſion 
of angry contempt, her ſpirits forſook her, and 


not daring to look up, ſhe fat in ſilence, appa- 


rently liſtening to his reply, of which ſhe knew 
not one word, till they roſe to leave the room; 


and Orlando, as he opened the door for them, 


whiſpered with leſs good nature than he general- 


ly diſplayed towards Matilda, as he mimicked her 


downcaft look, © Ah! la poveral che queſta 


novella vi trafigge il cuore.“ : 


„ For hea ven 8 ſake, child 880 Mis Dar- 


wick) what is Beachwood to you? that his being 
married ſhould Put you 1a ſuch a flutter.” 


F . « have 
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I have no patience (faid her mother) to ſc 
people make themſelves ſo ridiculous ? And x 


both the ladies ſeemed well diſpoſed to reprimand, 


ſhe would moſt probably have heard a long lec- 
ture, if it had not been prevented hy the neceſſity 
of immediately dreſſing for an aſſembly, whither 


they were eſcorted by Orlando. and the Major, 


- +: and Macilda, 8 as uſual, was left to n her even- 


ing at home. 


Left alone, the e PLIY of Major Persfield 


Was the ſubjeẽt that occupied her thoughts, and 
5 for a time ſuſpended all other recollections. She 
| | wondered. a thoufand times that this event had 
never occurred to her before, and reoollected a 
© thouſand inſtances that ſeemed to confirm its 
E 2; probability the partial opinion of Lady Felicia, 


fo openly avowed on her firſt going to Weſt⸗ 


Lodge, and the fondneſs of the Duke for the ſo- | 
_ ciety of Peachwovd, were unequivocal proots of 
the high eſtimatiom in which be was held by 
them, while from pimſelf ſhe had ſo frequently 

heard the praiſes of Lady Felicia, that there 

| could be no doubt reſpecting his admiration of 
hbher.—“ She alone (cried Matilda) was worthy 
of him—nothing leſs than virtues and talents 
| ſuch: as hers could merit the diſtinguiſhed felicity 
7 4 conſtituting the happineſs of Beachwood. 5 


And having convinced herſelf that this union 


| would enſure the happineſs of the two friends 
ths beſt loved, ſhe endeavcured to rejoice at it. 


Though 


"0; 
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Though there were ſome circumſtances of his- 
e to herſelf when at Weſt-Lodge which 
ſhe could ſcarcely reconcile with the idea of his 
being then engaged. * And thus fade (eried the) 
the fairy viſions which had no other foundation 
than in my own vanity and ignorance of the 
world accuſtomed only to ſeverity, or at beſt to 
neglect, L attributed the attentions, which had 
their riſe in compaſſion. and generoſity, to mo- 
tives more flattering to myſelf, and forgot my 
own inferiority. in the diſtinction of his partial 
eſteem. Ah! how greatly ought I to rejoice that- 
the intelligence of this morning, by teaching me 
my own error, has difperſed the illuſion, which 
indulged might have defiroyed my peace for ever, 
and that this fooliſh weakneſs, which: till now 
was ſcarcely known to myſelf, has been corrected 
ere it became obvious to others.“ — The ridi- 
cule of Miſs Darwick and her brother the re- 
garded merely as a jeſt, which though it afforded _ 
them at the moment an ill-natured diver ſion, ſhe 
did not ſuppole to originate in any ſerious ſuſpi- 
cions—and having perſuaded herſelf that to have 
| diſcovered her error was ſufficient to accompliſh 
its cure, and that a very ſhort time would eradi- 
cate all traces of its diſappointment, ſhe turned 
her thoughts to the intended proviſion for the 
family ſhe had ſeen in the morning, and 1 in the 


hope of befriending them, ct all concern or 
herſelf. 
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108 MATILDA FITZ-AV 511. 


In reſlecting upon this ſubje& it forcibly Fs 
Matilda that the language and manners of the 
young woman were greatly different from any 
thing ſhe had ever met with in inferior ations; 
and though ſunk in poverty and wretchedneſs 
beyond what ſhe had ever witneſſed, there was 
| ſomething in her appearance that ſeemed to an- 

nounce her having once known far better ſituati- 
om than thoſe of the people ene whom ſhe 
lived. 


. next morning, while the family were 
gone to a. review, Matilda ſat out alone for the 
miſerable lodgings that contained the objects of 
her preſent ſolicitude. Though ſhe could not 
wholly conquer her terror and repugnance in re- 
" viſiting the place and the people ſhe had ſeen 
there, ſhe yet durſt not aſk the attendance of cne 
of the ſervants, well knowing that Mrs. Dar- 

wick's learning any account cf the affair would 
for ever deprive her ot. the power of aſliſting 

| 10 them, 


them, and not chooſing to make any confidants 
in the houſe without the ſanction of its miſtreſs. 
She found the young woman the ſole remaining 
tenant of the apartment, and was informed by 
her that their landlady had ſent to the pariſh of- 


ficers, who had ordered the corpſe to be interred 


and taken charge cf the children to paſs them to 


a village near London, where their mother was 


intitled to a ſetticment ; the added, that the her- 
ſelf had remained there only in the hope of again 
ſeeing her benefactreſs, but that after that day 


the purpoſed ſecking a lodging in a more reputa- 


ble neighbourhood, as the money ſhe had receiv- 


ed, by enabling her to purchaſe ſome refreſhment 
and a few decent clothes, had given her à proſ- 
pect of being able to obtain ſome work from "= 


ſhop. 


* You appear to me 4 as: (ſaid Matilda) 
to be in too poor a ſtate of health to ſupport 


yourſelf by working; have you had any advice?” 


Ves, madam, I went laſt night to a gentle- 


man who gave me ſome medicine, and ordered 
me to call again to-morrow ; either that or being 


no longer in want of neceſſary food, ſeems alrea- 


dy to have made me ſo much better, that if I 
had not feared being out when you called, I 
ſhould have gone this morning to a ſnop where 


I think I could get ſome employment, which my 


appearance before would have prevented, even 
if 1 5 ſtrength had been able to n it.“ 


. Matilda, 
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110 MATILDA” FITZ-AVUBIN. 


Matilda, who in her firſt viſit had been too 
much aſſected with the ſpectacle of miſery. ſhe 
beheld there, to pay at the time any particular 
attention to the face or addreſs of this young wo- 
man, as ſhe looked at her while the was now 
| ſpeaking, felt confirmed in the idea of her hay- 
ing been accuſtomed to ſituations not merely 
above poverty, but ſuch as had entitled her to 
mix with people of very elegant manners. 


- She was not more than two and twenty years 
of age; her face, though ſorrow, ſickneſs, and 
want, had anticipated the ravages of time, yet 
retained the traces of very eminent beauty; and 
her form, though emaciated by ſuffering, amidſt 


all the coarſeneſs of her preſent apparel, fill 


- preſerved the appearance of uncommon n delicacy 
and ſymmetry. 


5 Matilda, from the fear of giving pain, was 
aw hile inclined to repreſs her curioſity, yet, con- 
| | fidering that ſhe ſhould be better able to judge 
5 in what manner her aſſiſtance might be moſt ſer- 
_ viceable, ventured to mention her opinion that 
ſome uncommon circumſtznces muſt have con- 
.. curred to ſubje& her to misfortunes. with which 
| ſhe ſeemed ſo ill fitted to firuggle, Cn 


. You: have a right, madam, (replied le) to 
| Fader the hiſtory of an unfortunate being whom 
your benevolence has ſnatched from the grave; 
and though the account will only prove that ! 
„ am 


— 2 waSs 


1 


o 
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am unworthy of your care, yet believe me I wilt 
in nothing deceive you; for I am not even now 
ſo abandoned as to repay ſuch kindneſs with falſe- 
hood and impoſition. | 


« My name is Harland; I had the misfortune. 

_ to loſe my mother in my ns, , and my father, 
who was a ref} pectable clergyman in the Weſt. of 
England, gave me an education more ſuitable to 

his withes for my future eſtabliſhmept, than to 

any fituation his ſmall fortune could command. 

As he had no other children, his income was 
ſufficient to ſupport all the expences to which his 

_ indulgence had accuſtomed me, but this appro- 
priation of it precluded all poſſibility of reſerving 
any thing for a future proviſion, This, however, 
= was a precautivn which my father in the ſan- 
| guine expectations of parcntal fondneſs, never 
conſidered as likely to be neceſary, ſince the 
growing beauty and accompliſhments which eve- 
. ry one praiſed, and which in his opinion were 
almoſt unparalleled, could not fail to procure me 
an carly opportunity of being advantageouſly 
ſettled, In this perſuaſion, his whole care was 
to improve and increaſe them, and he was me- 
ditating a ſcheme of accompanying me himſelf 
for a few months to Paris by way of finiſhing 
my education, when a ſudden, death interrupted 
all his plans, and left me at the age of Seen, 

- Vithout fortune, protection, or hope. 
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„ In this deſtitute ſituation, an aunt em! 


pill never ſeen but once, ſent me an invitation, 
and in the courſe of a few weeks I quitted for 
ever the houſe which had been my father's, and 
18 85 to reſide with her in Cornwall. | 


* 00G My aunt, who * was a widow * had no 
children of her own, was poſſeſſed of a ſmall in- 
dependent fortune, which with ceconomy enabled 
her to live genteelly, and occaſionally to mix 
with the beſt company in the neighbourhood. 

Her viſiting eirele however was not very exten- 


ſive, as ſhe choſe not to aſſociate with people be- 


neath herſelf, and the want of an equipage con- 
fined her in general to parties not far diſtant from 


home; amongſt theſe, the daughters of a Baro- 


net ho was our neareſt neighbour, had diftin- 
guiſhed me by particular civilities from my firſt 
arri val in that part of the country, and the young- 


er of the two who was about my own age, at- 
tached herſelf ſo ſtrongly to me, that ſcarcely a 


day paſſed without a viſit from her or an invitation 
for me to go to Morford-Hall. My aunt encou- 
raged our intimacy, thinking it a compliment 
paid to herſelf, and likely to be advantageous to 
me, as I had there an opportunity of mecting 
the firſt families in the county; and my time had 


hitherto been ſpent chiefly at ve without any | 
introduction into Wen eng | 


Thus paſſed . near twelve months, a f 
1 ſince e regretted as the | happieſt of 
| my 
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my life. When my friends at Morford-Hall who 
= were accuſtomed to amuſe themſelves with pri- 
: ate theatrical performances, began to prepare 
: for a repreſentation, and at their earneſt requeſt 
8 I conſented to take a ſimall part; when we aſ- 
5 ſembled to rehearſe, the encomivms that were 
= towed upon my performance, | though perhaps 
5 only affected for my. encouragement, had their 
Es cc in diſſipating my fears, and diffidence was 
= 18 in emulation. 75 CO OPIN 
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; 57 As Bir the s family remained in the coun- 
3 try till March, we had ſeveral performances dur- 
ing the winter. The eldeſt Miſs Morford, who 
WE was the uſual heroine of our drama being abſent 
on a viſit, I conſented to take her parts till her 
WS return, and a ſubſtitute was eaſily found for the 
Wy vnimportant characters I had hitherto filled. I 
bad already conquered the terrors of my firſt ap- 
pearance, and the applauſe I received in this new 
3 | undertaking ſerved to inſpire me with confidence, 
and effectually baniſhed all remaining repugnance 
I | to this public exhibition of talents ſo extravagant- | 
b praiſed, My aunt, who was weak and indul- 
eat, foreſaw no ill conſequences from this amuſe- 8 
Z ment, and was as well pleaſed as myſelf with the 
am iration it procured her niece, whilſt I, elated 
ui general flattery, and more particularly with 
W the compliments of a young nobleman who was 
be hero of the performance, gave up all other 
5 ae ag SHOES as e Oy to improve my 

14 EY ws talents 
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talents for the ſtage, as if it had been my cn; 
"reſource for a ſubſiſtence. Almoſt all my time 
was now paſſed at Morford-Hall, where the ele. 
gant hoſpitality of Sir John detained a large par 
ty of friends, and amongſt others, Lord Philip 
Mornay, who, ſince accident had made me the 
object of his vows upon the ſtage, ſeemed in h 
| behaviour at other times, ſtill to retain ſome pc. 
tion of his theatrical adoration ; this, thou 
little remarked by myſelf, was ſo obvious to other, 
that a gentleman one day obſcrved, Lord Phi. 
lip was ſo fond of the character of Miss Harland! 
lover, that he Was rehearſing all day long.“ 


„Whether it aroſe only from the houghtleh 
gaiety of my own diſpoſition, or that the degree 
of confidence requiſite for an actor, had deſtroy 
ed that delicacy which would once have taken 
the alarm at the ſlighteſt deviation from propriety 
of manners, I know not; but I inſenſibly became 
habituated to permit Lord Philip, without mak- 


ing any poſitive declaration, to treat me with a 


degree of attention and familiarity: which even = 
that could ſcarcely have authorized. The ru: Wil 
of the houſe was perfect liberty, and the Jarge 


1 8 Party aſſembled there removed the reſtraint which 


ia ſmall companies ſubjects every one to the con- 
tinual obſervation of the reſt. Miſs Jane Mor- 
ford, as young, as lively, and as inconſidcrat 
as myſelf, was my inſeparable companion, and , 
5 all. our rides and. walks, Lord Philip was qu 
| conſtant : 
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1 conſtant attendant; we were both of an age to 
expect the attentions of the men, and ſo far from 


ſeeing any reaſon for apprehenſion in his manner 
| towards me, ſhe forgot the diſparity of rank, and 


WT {ncied that the beauty and accompliſhments 


which the enthuſaſtic partiality of her youthful 
| friendſhip judged ER, had made a OE 


F of his lordſhip. 


« For myſelf, too prompt i in admitting : a be- 
lief ſo conſonant to my own wiſhes, and which 


the conduct of Lord Philip ſo ſtrongly tended to 


5 confirm, I gave up my whole ſoul to the delight 
; : | of being beloved by him; and when the depar- + 
W ture of Sir John's family for London ſeparated 
3 me from him and deprived me of my friend, 1 

ſeemed to have loft at once all that had conſti- 
tuted the value of my exiſtence. Senſible of my 


aunt's kindneſs, I endeavoured, when with her, 


to preſerve my uſual cheerfulneſs, and ſueceeded 


ſo well in deceiving, her difcerament never very 


acute, that ſhe remarked not any alteration. - But 


whenever I could clude obſcrvation or eſcape 


from her engagements, I indulged without re- 


ſtraint in the dangerous luxury of imagination, 


ill what was at firſt only a tranſient partiality, 
that might with eaſe have been ſuppreſſed or 


forgotten, became a paſſion too powerful for my 
reaſon. * This folly was Eheriſhed by the letters I 
regularly received from Miſs Jane Morford, 


„ene, with many accounts of the faſhions and 
e | Sales 185 
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gaieties of London, there was frequent mention 


of Lord Philip, ard aſſurances of his conſtant 
remembrance and adrniration of me.” I was ſome- 
times weak cnough to hope that theſe packets 


might incloſe one from hitnf>If, but as this hope 
was always diſappointed, I languiſhed for the end 


of ſummer, which, with the return of my 


friends, would probably bring him again to Mor- 
ford-Hall; five months muſt elapſe ere this ex- 
peCtation could be realized, and the ſole means of 
ſoftening this tedious interval, was the recollecti. 


on of the paſt or vain anticipation of the future, 


The young men of my aunt's acquaintance, 
whom hefore my reſidence at the Hall I had con- 
ſidered as reſpectable and agreeable, now appear- 
ed mere Corniſh boors ; their ſociety wearied and 
their civilities diſguſted me; employment was 
become tedious, company was irkſome, and my 
only pleaſure was to wander for whole days in 


the park, retracing the walks 1 had trod with my 


lover and my friend, or finding a ſeat in a favou- 
rite ſpot, endeared by ſame particular recolleCtion, 
there to read or rather muſe over the plays in 
/ which we had performed together ; at theſe mo- 
ments the image of Lord Philip, adorned with 
all the perfections and the ardour of the fictitious 
characters he had perbnated, joined to thoſe 
advantages of figure and addreſs, ſo erninent)y 
his own, was ever preſent to my fancy: and in 
this delirium of viſionary happineſs I loſt ſight 
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: f ſelf in idly cheriſhing my love and brooding over 
W the attractions of its object. er. 


ENT SEES 
- +73 A 


R 
* . 


„ Two months had paſt in this manner, when 
in one of my rambles in the park, I ſuddenly be- 
W held at my feet the ſubject of my continual me- 
g 0 | ditations. I was at firſt too much aſtoniſhed to 

W queſtion or ſpeak to him, and almoſt doubted the 
evidence of my ſenſes, till he explained the reaſon 
of his unexpected appearance: I was unable,” 

eried he, „to ſupport a longer exile from all 

that could make life deſirable. I durſt not write, 

& uncertain if you would ever receive my letter; 

I have no acquaintance in this part, except the 
Morfords, who will not return till September; 
and determined to ſee you or die, I have rode 

poſt with only one ſervant, who. is at an inn in 
the neighbourhood, where I learnt that you were 
- accuſtomed to ſpend great part of the day here, 
and fortune has fevoured my hopes of meeting 
you 1 
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* Surpriſe had now given way to pleaſure at 
W this proof of Lord Philip's attachment, and J 
S liſtened while he continued to pour forth A rhap- 
= ſody of love and flattery, till the approach of: 
evening reminded me of the neceſſity of return- 
ing home; he walked with me to the gate which 
opened into our own ground, but refuſed to enter 
he houſe, © I am not much acquainted with - 
Jour aunt, (ſaid he) I came to ſee you only, and 
I mutt return to-morrow I will not waſte time 
8 f 66 ee 6 
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in formal Ws" where: our converſation ou 
be conſtrained. I will wait for you here to- 
morrow morning; do not refuſe me the hap- 
| pineſ of . you once more.. 


„J was in too much perturbation of mind, 


to conſider that my aunt was too indulgent to 
be any reſtraint upon converſation that was not 
in itſelf improper, and J poſſeſſed not ſufficient 
penetration to judge of Lord Philip's conduct 2; 
it deſerved. Though ſo young, he had taken 


all his meaſures with the wary caution of a vete- 


ran libertine : ſufficiently conſcious of his power 


over my heart, even when at Morford-Hall, he 


| had never ventured to hint at any elopement 
from thence, as ſuch a ſtep might have embroiled 
him with Sir Jokn, who, while I was his gueſt, 
would have conſidered me as under his immedi- 
ate protection; with equal prudence he forbore 


to write, as in a correſpondence it would have 


been impoſſthic to avoid profeſſions and declara- 
tions which might afterwards have proved very 
inconvenient. When I met him the next morn- 
ing he ſtill refuſed ſeeing my aunt, but employ- 
ed all his cloquence and addreſs to prevail upon 


me to elope with him.—I will not tire you, 


madam, with a repetition of thoſe arguments, 
yet I muſt do him the juſtice to acknowledge, 


that I was not deceived by any promiſe of im 


mediate marriage; for when I expreſſed my ſur- 
7 Fate that 2825 an event made no part of bis 
propoſal, 
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M propoſal, he very frankly told. me that he was 
= wholly dependant upon his father, who had deſ- 
ned him for an heireſs of his own family, and 
WS would never give him a ſhilling if he made any 
other connexion.—** Never, (cried he) will I 
WE conſent to call that odious woman my wife; but 
2 : | while my father lives I cannot marry any other, 
WS {ill leſs could I bear to degrade the object of 
: my love, by expoſing her to the ent ſcorn 
ot family prejudice without the means of ſup- 
porting her in independence. A private mar- 
5 | riage could not long remain concealed from my 
father, and without intitling you to the intro- 
WT cuftion and the privileges my wife would have 
a right to expect, would entail poverty and un- 
happineſs on us both ;—my ſweet Catherine will 
not be the ſlave of mere outward forms, which 
may ſtill be obſerved whenever we are at liberty 
WE to ratify them, meantime we will live not for the 
world but for each other, and in my unabating 
adoration, ſhe ſhall find the reward of her own 
generoſity, without being ſubjected to the mor- 
tification of having married a man who was 
WE athamed publickly to acknowledge her.” I wes 
ſo infatuated, that this avowal which ought to 
have been reſented as the groſſeſt inſult, appeared 
to my perverted mind an inſtance of candour that 
merited eſteem, Gratitude to my aunt was the 
only conſideration that yet ſuſtained my feeble 
oppoſition ; for, blinded by paſſion, the reſtraints 
of Pride and of cenfeience were no more. I am 
aſhamed 
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aſhamed at preſent to remember how futile weile. 
the arguments by which my reluctance was ſub. 
dued. But young, inexperienced, and romantic, 
I believed Lord Philip was in love to diſtraCtion, 

and fancied his attachment would be as laſting a: 
my own. I infiſted however upon returning 
once more to the houſe, after he had extorted a 
promiſe to meet him again in the evening, What- 
ever was my determination. 1 


A approached the houſe and recollected 

all the maternal kindneſs of its miſtreſs, I wn 
Almoſt tempted to make her the confidant df 
Lord Philip's propoſal and my own weakneſ— 
but this half-formed reſolution was deſtroyed by 
the intelligence that ſhe had been prevailed upon 
by a friend who had called during my abſence, 
to return with her to dinner at the diſtance of 
five miles. Thus left to myſelf, I paſt ſeveral 


hours in donbt and uncertainty; at one time 


beginning 2 letter to intreat my aunt's forgive- 
neſs, and then reſolving to abandon my project: 
in this laſt intention I felt ſo confirmed, that 
though I could not reſolve to break my promiſe 
of meeting Lord Philip, when I pictured to my- 
ſelf his impatience and deſpair, I ſet out with a 
full purpoſe of refuſing his ſolicitations even at 
he chance of boſing him for ever. 


f «It would have been. happy. for me if 1 had 
5 carried this lait effort of expiring virtue ſo far as 
to avoid the promiſed interview; ; but a falſe no- 
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non of the honor I had engaged to an infamous 


1 ſeducer, forbade the exertion of returning reaſon, 
WT which might fill have preſerved me, and when 


I ſaw him again, overpowered by his vehemence, 
or rather betrayed by my own heart, I ſuffered 
WE myſelf to be placed in a chaiſe which was in 
WS waiting, and in a few hours was many miles on. 
N 57 | the read (PRI London, ITN | 


—_ «< I was put in poſſeſſion of a ſmall houſe at 
WS Kenſington, where I lived in privacy, viſited only 
8 by Lord Philip, who whenever he could deviſe 
WE probable. excuſes. for leaving home, . paſſed with 
me all his time; in his abſence my only gratifica- 


5 fords, or any of their friends to whom I was 
: known; ſuppreſſed all inclination to attend any 


Joa female ſervant, himſelf following the next 
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* £ HEL 
* 

a 


WE tion was to wander in the delightful gardens of 
3 the palace, at hours when they were unfrequented 
5 by other company, nouriſhing the fondneſs which 
bad been my ruin, and anticipating te moment 
oc his return. The dread of meeting the Mor- 


Wy of the public amuſements, and I oontinued to 
lead this: ſolitary. life for ſeveral weeks, till his 

5 lordſhip propoſed my accompanying him in a 
our to Paris, whither he was going to meet 
ſome friends who were on their way to Italy. 
Lo me all places were indifferent, if I could enjoy 
his ſocicty; and I fat aut for Dover, witk only 
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A In Paris, as we were not under ſo much 


reſtraint, 1 appeared in public and was introduced 
to ſome. of his friends, as a young lady under the 
protection of his family; at leaſt this was the 
ſtory with which he then thought proper to quiet 
my apprekenſions, though I have ſince had rea- 
ſon to believe that the footing upon which we 
| lived was better underſtood. In a ſhort time! 
began to obſerve that Lord Philip's engagements 
were more numerous, and his abſence more fre. 
quent than in England, and although when we 
were together he .{till treated me with his uſu; 
tenderneſs, I ſometimes -paſſed whole days with. 
out ſeeing ; him. —Alarmed at an alteration of 
which I durſt not enquire the cauſe, I became 


thoughtfyl and unhappy ; with difficulty preſcrr- 


ing an artificial gaiety in his preſence, and fe- 
lapſing into dejection as ſoon as he was gone. 
But I had forfeited all right to reproach him, 
and was already ſenſible that the woman who 
cannot be the guardian of her own honor, mult 
never hope to command reſpeC from her ſeducer; 
when one evening, after having paſſed two days 
in vain expectation of his return, a letter ws 

brought to me from thimſelf—a foreboding of 
ſome dreadful event left me ſcaree ſtrength to 

read it, but the evil I had feared was far ſhort 
of the reality, for it contaffied an eternal adieu 

he lamented the neceſſity of our ſeparation, pre- 
tending that his affection would not allow him 
| to announce this to me himſelf, adviſed me to 
rl 


n 
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WS tcturn to the protection of my aunt, and incleſed* 
ne a bill for my expences. . 


« When I recovered from the fainting” fit, 
which was the eonſequenee of this letter, I learn- 
ed from my maid that his lordſhip's French ſer- 

vaut had ſettled with the maſter of the hotel, 
and paid all our bills up to that day: He had told 
the people of the houſe that he had orders to join 
his maſter at Fontainbleau, from whence they 
were going to Italy, to viſit the family whom we- 
had ſeen at Paris on their route The agitation 
of mind I ſuffered from this intelligence brought 
on a violent fever, and for ſeveral weeks. [ loſt 

all ſenſe of my own ee eee . 


© Before my health was ſufficiently 3 
bliſhed td bear the fatigue of travelling, I received 
a card from Mr. Fitzgerald, requeſting permiſ- 
ſion to offer his oongratulations on my recovery. 
This gentleman, who had been introduced to me 
by Lord Philip, was frequently of 'our parties, 

and though no ſtranger to my real character, 
had always treated me with the higheſt reſpect 
during my illneſs he had called every day to en- 
quire after me, and now that I was able to ſee 
company, endeavoured: to ſooth and amuſe me, 
by all thoſe trifling yet unremitting attentions of 
which none can duly appreciate the value, but 
| thoſe who like me have been deſerted and for- 
lorn.— My mind wounded by the infidelity of 
| Lord Philip, for whom I had ſacrificed every 
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thing, and weakened by illneſs, was doubly ſen. 
ſible of the kindneſs of ſtrangers, and ſeemed to 


derive its ſole ſupport from the pitying ſriend- 
ſhip of Fitzgerald. I could not however long 
remain ignorant of his attachment or his views, 
I had loſt all hope of being happy myſelf; but 
my heart, though dead to love, was. ſtill ca pable 


of gratitude, and indifferent to every thing elſe, 
T accepted the eſtabliſhment he offered me, though 


Poſitively rejecting any ſettlement for the future, 


We continued to live for ſome time at Paris, and 
on our return to England he furniſhed me a houſe 


in the moſt 'expenſive ſtyle, with a ſuite of fer- 
vants, and one of the moſt '(Newy equipages in 


town. I had vanquiſhed my former terrors of 


appearing in public, and was now admired and 


celebrated as the criterion of faſhion, and the 
ornament of a maſquerade ; but all the glare of 


my appearance could ill compenſate for the mor- 
tify ing reflections that devoured me when alone, 


excluded from the ſociety of the virtuous and re- 


ſpectable of my own ſex, an object of compal- 
Non at beſt to men of honor and principle, who, 
while they could not refuſe the admiration due 


to beauty, deſpiſed the conduct by which it was 


degraded, and expoſed to the impertinent fami- 

| Harity of every trifling coxcomb, who fancied 
that being acquainted with me wonld raiſe his 
Faſhion, or increaſe the fame of his own gallantry. 

I was at times ſo wretched, that amidſt all my 
abſequent diltreſſes, 1 know not that Jever felt 


4 pang 
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2 pang more ſevere than the reproaches of my 
own conſcience, when in luxury and affluence I. 


figured as the ſplendid miſtreſs of Fitzgerald, 


% Two years had now elapſed from our leav- 


ing France; time had gradually diminiſhed the 
adoration of Fitzgerald, and our ſtyle of living 
had ſo greatly impaired his fortune, that he de- 


termined upon retrieving it by marrying a rich 


= widow, who had long been well inclined-to ac- 
WE cede to ſuch a propoſal. Thad refuſed his former- 


offer of a ſettlement, and it was not now in his 


power to make any, except from the eſtate of 
his intended wifg—a propoſition I. had ſtill pride 
* enough to diſdain. In this ſituation it was ne- 
= cclary to fix ſome plan for myſelf, but unuſed 
do encounter difficulties, I had not the fortitude 
to prefer poverty to vice; my mind and my 
frame were both too much enervated by the in- 
dulgences to which I had ſo long been accuſtom- 
ed, to be capable of the exertion requiſite for 
ſuch a change. My aunt, who was my only 
relation, had died while I was in France, but 
had expreſſed too much indignation at my con- 
duct, to make it Probable that ſhe would ever 


again have received me, had ſhe been ſtill living. 


In this ſituation, without charadter to procure 
me admiſſion into any reputable family, or reſo- 


lution to ſubmit to the fatigue and hardſhips of 


ſervitude, could ſuch a reception have been ob- 
tained, I liſtened to the overtures of a rich mer- 
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_ chant, who offered to ſupport me in my ulul 
ſtyle — for this connexion I had no excuſe—in the 
firſt inſtance of my frailty I had been ſeduced by 
love, deceived and forſaken, gratitude had at. 
tached me to Fitzgerald but this laſt was a mere 
mercenary engagement, contracted from the dread 
of poverty bya wreteh grown familiar with di. WM 
grace; accuſtomed to the infamy of my ſituation Wi 
I endeavoured, in unbounded diſſipation to loſe, 
the conſciouſneſs, which at intervals ſtill conti. 
nued to torment me my health. ſuffered by the 
experiment, and all L gained was a conviction of 
its inefficacy to * that N which was lof 
For ever. 
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e I remained "BY . time conſpicuou 

| amongſt thoſe unhappy women, whoſe folly had 
ſunk them to the ſame level; but while I appear- 
ed to the world happy i in the enjoyment of every 

_ gratification that vanity could covet, or opulence 
| beſtow, could thoſe who envied my ſplendor 
ha ve ſeen the remorſe that preyed upon my heart, 
they would have pitied the miſery that was con- 
Sealed beneath the glare of ſo much gaiety and 
; extravagance, But the merchant who had fur- 
niſhed the means of this profuſion, formed ano- 
N ther attachment, and I was again reduced to ſeck 
Tome other protector. I will not ſhock. you, ma- 
dam, with any minute detail of my manner af 
life after this period, or any account of the peo⸗ 


* gy. whom it has paſſed; my health c.. WY 
clined, | | 
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| Nane I ne longer poſſeſſed the beauty or the 


nent, and the indelible ſtigma affixed to my cha- 


* of a return to virtue; for though the univerſal 
WE obloquy which is the portion of public libertiniſm 


Wor ever raiſed againſt the efficacy of their ro- 
nee. Three years of miſery have afforded 
re many opportunities of confirming this opini- 


his period I have experienced all the viciſſitudes 
ef ſuffering; at one time the property of thoſe 


us wages of the loweſt infamy - expoſed to eve- 
inſult of. drunkenneſs and debauchery, with a 


5 appily ſtrangers to this courſe of life, no de- 
> ſeription can. convey an adequate idea of its hor- 
: 5 ors, | 


faſhion that could procure an elegant eftabliſh- 


rafter had long ſince extinguiſhed all poſſibility 
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had its foundation in juſtice and good policy, I 
33 may perhaps: be allowed to obſerve, | that fewer 
tie deterred by this ſeverity from falling, than 
B are afterwards driven to deſperation by the barrier 
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x on, from the accounts of the unfortunate beings 
Vith whom it has been my fate to aſſociate. In 
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reiches who make a trade of miniſtering to the 
rofligacy of other, and frequently reduced to 
eepend fora ſcanty ſubſiſtence upon the precari- 


gmnind corroded by guilt, and a conſtitution ſink- 
yp; under the accumulated. miſeries of ill trrat- 
ent, famine and diſeaſe. To thoſe who are 


5 « ] have perhaps been tedious. in my account, 
ou, madam, ſeem very young, and though 
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that generoſity was not in the liſt of his lady' 
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not like me frail and culpable, may yet like me 
be expoſed to temptation. I hope you will ng 
OY wholly repent of your goodneſs to a charaQy 
you muſt ſo juſtly deſpiſe and condemn, Vet 
though no charity can juſtify our conduct, even 
virtue itſelf may commiſerate our ſufferings.” 


Matilda who had liſtened with a variety d 
emotions to this relation, felt all other ſenſation 
_ abſorbed in compaſſion, when ſhe contemplated 
the object before her; in minds like hers, fraily 
To ſeverely expiated, yet ſo deeply deplored, us 
more likely to awaken pity than to excite prucih 
_ contempt. She regretted that ſhe had no frient 
to whole protection ſhe could recommend thi 
_ unfortunate young woman, nor any counſellor, 
- whoſe advice ſhe could aſk, in what manner beſ 
to ſave and befriend her; for the means of be- 
ſtowing this afſiſtance, ſhe was indebted to the 
. conſiderate kindneſs of Mr. Dar wick, who hat 
given her the pocket book on the day of his ce: 
- parture, merely for the ſake of encloſing a ben 
note of 20l. Thus under the pretext of preſeul- 
ing her with an elegant trifle as a remembranct 
had ſaved her the pain of applying to Mrs. Dar 
wick upon every trifling occaſion, well knowing 


' virtues; and by his manner of giving it, endes 
| voured to leſſen as much as poſſible the mortify- 
| x ſenſe of ber total dependencs 2 ar Mek 
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us Harland then gave Matilda the addreſs of 
5 the ſhop where ſhe intended to apply for work, 
and where ſhe promiſed to leave a direction to 
E her new lodgings, and ſhe returned home happy j 
3 in the recollection of not merely relieving pecu- A 
2 Iniary diſtreſs, but exulting in the exquiſite de- x 
5 5 of having perhaps reſcued a fellow creature $1 
ark; vice and perdition, 


IV ATILDA reached "Clarges-Street before 
the reſt of the family, and in the drawing room 
found Mr. Beachwood and bis ſon, who were 
Waiting the return of Mrs. Darwick, which the 
ervant had told them was every moment expect- 
. In the courſe of converſation Mr. Beach- 
Wood enquired how long they had been in town, 
ding, „I did not know of your arrival till I 
Pet Lord Philip Mornay, who. recollected that 
kad ſeen vou with Mifs Darwick at the play.” 


1 His Lordſhip! 's -molleQions (replied Matilda) 
We very accidental; no one who ſaw his behavi- 
our 
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our at the play would have ſuppoſedthat he ha 
ever ſeen Miſs Darwick before; and perhapy 
were we to meet him to-morrow, another fit of 


abſence or ill 8 . again deprive him 
of his memory 


He knew her perſcty well (aid Beachwood 
laughing) but he is not the only man who ha 
diverted himſelf at the expence of Miſs Darwick\ 
vanity.” 


« Miſs: Darwick (ſaid Matilda) 18 very live 
and accompliſhed, and generally admired, ant 
Lord Philip's diverſion, though it may be ſuitable 
enough to the reſt of his charaQer, does him no 
credit.“ 


4 You however deſerve infinite credit (cried 
Beachwood, warmly) for your generous defence 
of Miſs Darwick, who has not manifeſted the 
' ſame good nature, even where the higheſt prail: 
would have been but ſimple juſtice.” + ned 


| There was ſomething in the manner more 
than in the words of this compliment, which 
brought a deep bluſh into the face of Matilcy 
and ſhe ſhrunk from the penetrating obſervatia 
of Mr. Beachwood, whoſe quiek eyes glancing 
upon his ſon and herſelf, ſeemed at once to di- 
approve of this ſpeech and to ſcrutinize its ef 
fect. The return of Mrs. Darwick, howeve) 
directed his attemion to the purport of his viſt 
| which was to 190 the truth of a report, con- 

bk | | | cerniuß 
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A oerning ſome money tranſactions of Sir Charles 
3 | Leſlie's. For Mr. Beachwood, with all his ſu- 
L | periority of underſtanding, had as much curioſity 
zs a woman, and knowing that in other people's 
? | family affairs, her thirſt after knowledge Was 
. us to his own, thought her very likely to be 

A in poſſeſſion of the facts, ſince, with ſome al- 
3 | lowance for prejudice and exaggeration, ſhe 

W might. vpon thoſe ſubjeQs be conſidered as a to- 
brable authentic chronicle. - Matilda ſoon left 
W the room, and Beachwood, who did not inherit 
his father's propenſity for goſſiping, recollected 
nan appointment to call on a friend in the ſame 
ſreet, and left them to diſcuſs the matter toge- 
= When Mrs. Darwick had ſatisfied the curioſi- 
ty of her viſitor, ſhe thought it high time to in- 
dulge her own, by enquiring all the particulars 
of Leſlie's intended connexion; with great dif- 
W ficulty could the credit his affurances that this 
W port had no foundation in truth, while the in- 
W tereſt ſhe ſeemed to take in the affair, renewed 
all the ſuſpicions of Mr, Beachwood, and he ſoon 
after turned the converſation upon Matilda, art- 
fully praiſing her, to draw from her proteQreſs 
the real motive of her enquiry—far howeyer 


from, ſaying any thing that could be conſtrued 
45 2 recommendation. 


| Mrs, Darwick mes her in the moſt ri- 
Leulous * that falſehood and ill nature could 
ſuggeſt 


. 
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Fan the imprudent generoſi ty of 
Mr. Darwick, which had incumbered her with 
ſo troubleſome a charge, and ridiculing with 
great acrimony the romantic abſurdity of the girl, 
hom all her care and inſtruction would never 
render good for any thing, nor cure of her con- 
ceited airs. This character of a young woman, 
hom he had always fuppoſed the was ſeeking to 
introduce into his family, appeared ſo difintereſt. 

| * and authentic, that while it removed all ap- 
pPrehenſion of any artifice on her part, increaſed 
His diſapprobation of the partiality he had ſome- 
times ſulpected i in his ſon. 


When Mr. ed was gone, Mis. Du. 
wick loſt no time in communicating to her 
daughter the miſtake reſpecting Lady Felicia, 
at the ſame time remarking upon his enquiry and 
. praiſe of Matilda. Miſs Anne, well pleaſed to 
find there was yet ſome hope of fixing Leſlie, 
'and provoked at the bare poſſibility of Matilda 
preſuming to rival her, ſuggeſted to her mother 
the expediency of placing her in ſome other ſitu- 
ation, alledging that they were in no want of a 
companion, and it would be doing the girl a 
' Kindneſs to ſave her from the chance of making 
" herſelf ridiculous. As this was the view with 

Which ſhe had been educated, Mrs. Darwick 
agreed to its propriety, and determined to ſettle 
her with ſame perſon out of the circle of their 
_Acquaintance, where ſhe wouid not be thrown 
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nice way of Beachwood, yet as ſuch an oppor- 


tunity might not immediately be found, they re- 


bleed to make no mention of their purpoſe at 


preſent. And while this ſcheme was in agitation, 
Matilda continued to live with them upon the 
ſame footing as before, paſſing moſt of her time 
alone, unleſs when they ſaw company at home, 


or when any of their more intimate acquaintance 


particularly noticed her in their invitations. This 


manner of life, though not exactly what ſhe 
WS would have choſen, was not paſſed without im- 


provement; Matilda ſuffered not ſolitude to be- 
come the parent of indolence, but by conſtant 
application, was at once perfecting her own ta- 


lents, and preventing the approach of that liſtleſs 
uneaſineſs, which is the torment of thoſe who * 


know not how to fill up their time, without the 
ald of h and play. 


Beachwood came ſeldom to Clarges-Street, 


and whenever they happened to meet in their 


viſits, ſeemed totally changed in his manner to- 
wards Matilda - pay ing leſs attention to her than 
to any other lady of the company, and generally 
engaging himſelf at cards for the whole evening 


—this alteration at firſt made her unhappy, from 


; the belief that ſhe had by ſame means forfeited 


his good opinion, but it was ſucceeded by a ſup- 
poſition far more painful—that he was no ſtran- 


ger to the partiality ſhe had ſo recently diſcovered 


and condemned. He has ſeen my weakneſs 
VOL, 1. H 


(cried 


_ 
nr T3 
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- (cried the) and deſpiſes it as it deſerves 3 but he 
hall. ſee alſo that I, can conquer it, Ky, am not 
ſo abject as to retain a predilection for a man who 
diſregards me; I will force him even yet to eſ. 
teem me, when be finds that 1 am as indifferent 

as himſelf,” This reſolution was ſteadily adhered 
to in their ſubſequent meetings, and avithout any 
appearance of pique, or manifeſting any particu- 


lar ſatisfaction in the attentions of others, Ma- 


tilda, with much coolneſs and dignity of condud 
ſhunned all opportunities of con verſing with him, 
and forbore accompanying the family in their 
viſits to Stratford-Place, though Mrs. Beachwood, 
from her natural. civility and good nature, alway: 
wad a Point of particularly inviting her. 


Mean time the plan of fixing her in ſame 
other reſidence was the chief concern of Mrs. 
Darwick, who determined to enquire amongſt 
the few City acquaintance ſhe ſtill deigned to ac- 


knowledge, for ſome one who might wiſh to en- 


gage ſuch a young perſon, as companion or go- 
verneſs to their children. Accident favored her 
deſign, for in one of her viſits for this purpoſe, 
ſhe learnt that Lady Firkin, the wife of a rich 
cheeſemonger, who had lately been knighted, 
was in want of an humble friend—the line of 
life in which her Ladyſhip figured, was exacti 
ſuch as ſhe would have choſen for her ward, and 
ſhe reſolved to loſe no time in ſecuring ſo eligible 
a ſituation. Certain of her acquicſcence, ſhe did 
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not trouble herſelf to conſult her happineſs or in- 
e lnation; but having ſettled the terms of her 
| reception with her Ladyſhip, ſhe abruptly an- 


nounced her pleaſure to Matilda, directing her-to 


q prepare for her removal in the courie of the days 


and then, without waiting for any reply, got 
into her carriage, to pay a morning viſit with 


Miss Darwick, and left her to wonder and to 


ruminate at her leiſure. 


Matilda was If erieved at this infermation, 


| than ſurpriſed at the ſuddenneſs with which it 


was declared; the behaviour of Mrs. Darwick 


made it almoſt impoſſible that any change could 


be for the worſe, and there was a probability that 


| it might be for the better; but ſhe wearied her- 


ſelf in vain with conjecturing the motives that 


| had induced them thus haſtily to diſcard her; 


though ſenſible that ſhe had always been an ob- 


ject of their diſlike, ſhe had been taught by their 


treatment, to conſider herſelf as too inſignificant 
to provoke envy, or interfere with their plans; 
and after paſſing ſome time without being able 


to divine any reaſon for this arrangement, was 


going to her own room to ſet about the prepara- 
tions for her departure, when ſhe was W 


by the entrance of Leſlic Beachwood. 


| He ſaid that he called at the expreſs deſire of 


| his mother, who had charged him with a meſ- 


ſage to Miſs Darwick, which ſhe particularly 
es he would deliver himſelf, and under- 


H 2 ſtanding 
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ſtanding from the ſervant that they would be at 


home in leſs than half an hour, he would Wait 
their return. 


Matilda, who felt no inclination for a tete 3 


tete, expreſſed her regret for their abſence, and 
was deviſing ſome exeuſe to leave him in poſſeſ- 


ſion of the apartment; but before ſhe could re- 
collect any civil pretext for withdrawing, Beach- 
wood, who had been as grave and almoſt as ſilent 
as herſelf aſked if ſhe had any commands to Lady 
F elicia Mornay, as he was going for a fortnight 


into Devonſhire, and. ſhould alt ae ſee 
her, | 


Matilda, 900 had never been undeceived re- 


ſpecting the report communicated by Major 
Persfield, ſuppoſed this journey was a prelude to 


the wedding, and'thought he might as well have 
ſ pared the queſtion—ſhe anſwered however in a 


low voice, © If Lady Felicia ſhould honor me' 


by any enquiry, do me the favor, fir, to aſſure her 


of wy grateful remerfilfatice and good wiſhes." 


«] ſhall accuſe: you, however, of being 7 


: PR ungrateful (cried. Beachwood) if you can. 


for a-moment doubt her conſtant remembrance 
and eſteem of you, and I hope nothing will ever 


© intervene to leſſen a friendſfip, which does ſo 
much honor to both.“ 


— 


fas * Sine: you give it the ſanction of your ap- 
. ſir, ſy 2 . 85 L may ſtill flatter 
8 | myſelf 
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myſelf with the hope of preſerving a place in 
her Ladyfhip's good gn though I hall per- 
haps never ſee her more.” 

= <© You really do me too much honor (anſwered 

W Beachwood, with a look of aſtoniſhment) if you 
ſuppoſe my approbation can have any influence 
upon the opinions of Lady Felicia—but why 
ſhould you never ſee her more ?” 
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« Becauſe I am going to leave this family, 
and I know not what may be my manner of life 
for the fature.—Except Mr. Darwick I have nei- 
ther friend or relation to whom I can appeal for 
protection, and I may perhaps be thrown into 
ſituations where it would be improper and impoſ- 5 
ſible for Lady Felicia to notice me.” 


Tears ſtood in her eyes as ſhe pronounced 
theſe words, and, aſhamed of her weakneſs, ſhe. 
was leaving the room, when Beachwood, ſeizing þ. 
her hand to detain her, eagerly exclaimed,— 
What ſituations? Ah! Matilda! would to hea- 
ven it were poſſible, Then ſeeming to recol- 
lect himſelf, he added with more calmneſs; 
« Wherever you are, may you be happy as you 
deſerve, and as I wiſh you—and if you will al- 
Tow my father, as the friend of Mr. Darwick, to | 
have the honor of being his repreſentative, 
whenever his counſel or protection can be of ſer- 
vice, do not forget that you may command it.” 

_ Juſt then Miſs Darwick flounced into the 


room, and in a tone of voice between a laugh, 
5 H 3 and 
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and a ſneer, begged ſhe might not e their 
converſation. 


+. Your preſence can be no pete; ma- 
dam, (cried- Beachwood). ſince the only motive of 
my viſit, was to have the honor of delivering a 


meſſage from my mother to yourſelf, and Miſs 
Fitz-Aubin has had the goodneſs to indulge me 


in lounging by the ſide of her work table, while 
1 waited your return.” 

pi dp lounge ſeems to have been. quite in 
the penſoroſo ſtyle (returned ſhe, looking ſcorn- 
fully at Matilda) and the arrival of a third per- 
fon, by enlivening the dialogue, may ſave you 
from the vapours have you been ſinging a tra- 


gic ballad, or ee the TAC: ſome 
pathetic romance! i | 


EX 
- 2 
þ nx 


Matilda, who was accuſtomed. to her pertneſe, 
| leſt the room without reply; and Beachwood, 
Who deſpiſed her affeQation of wit and raillery 

too much either to retaliate or attend to it, treats 
ed her with his uſual politeneſs, but took his 
leave the moment he had executed his'commiſſs 
en.. JJ) 8 Y 
Matilda in packing up her clothes, obſerved in 
the bottom of a trunk a bundle of papers, which 
from the time of her leaving ſchool had remain - 

_ ed there forgotten they were chieffy tranſlations 
ſtom the French and Italian, written during the 
IFN Laugh of her OE wal Mrs. me . the 

" ſight 
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baut of them recalled to her remembrance the 
bappy days when they were written, and ſhe ſat 
down to look them over, when ſhe was ſurpriſed 
by the appearance of Mrs. Darwick, and haſtily 
put the ſheet ſhe was reading into a drawer, The. 
nah, ever vigilant and ſuſpicious, inſiſted upon 
ſeeing the paper, and Matilda in anſwer to her 
3 queſtion, having aſſured her that the writing was 
W her own, attempted reſpectfully to excuſe herſelf 
N from producing it. While this point was in de- 
3 bate, Miſs Anne entered the apartment, and iro- 
Y nically beſought her mother to give it up.— ' 
Dear mamma (cried ſhe) Fm ſure it can be 
nothing worth curioſity ; I dare ſay it is only the 
W rough draught of a billet-doux, or a love elegy 
W to Leſlie Beachwood, by way of ſupplement to 
. the parting ſcene I fo ry Urged 
I | juſt now.“ 5 


1 You how: miſtaken, my motive "i wiſhing 
to conceal this paper, madam, (ſaid Matiſda) if - 
you ſuppoſe” that my reluctance aroſe from any 
conſciouſneſs of im propriety; I was merely un- 
willing to expoſe myſelf to eritieiſm by ſhewing 
a trifle written at ſchool; but though it may ſub- 

jet me to ridicule, I ſhall at leaſt be cleared 
fiom the folly you have choſen to hint at.“ She 


8 then laid the paper on a table, and Miſs Darwick, 
who had hoped to diſcover ſomething that would 

e Ani a pretext to accuſe or mortify her, was 

77Ä·ö EY;  Slappolajes 


Shiny by finding: that it ape only | | 


the following imitations of Petrarch : WM 
| =. 
That teien . that face . compare, 5 
Thoſe heavenly ſmiles of faſcinating power, 6 K 
The ſhining ringlets of her golden bair, = t 
And all the graces of youth's early flower, W 2 
. g Which ſhed their influence on my happier hour, 2 
Are now but duſt.— Ah! nymph divincly fair br ” 
Who here on carth might Paradiſe reſtore, A " 
And charm away all ſenſe of human care; Wt 
Tereft of thee, in this low valc of tears, W 1 
A ſorrowing pilgrim, I remain alone, : K 
Nor fortune's favors, nor reyolvi ing years 1 
Caan ſooth my grief—for peace with thee is flown, = ) 
Not cen the Mule oblivien can beſtow, = 
Thy dirge the only found my lyre ſhall know. 8 c 
No joy for me this deſert earth contains, 8 * 
Save when my penſive ſteps the path explore, = 
To that ſad fane, where reſt the celd remains 
Of her my ſoul delighted to adore. 
3 55 For fancy then retracing former gays, | L 
Brings her once more to my enraptur'd view, I 1 
Ons that fair form I ſeem again to gaze, „ 3 | © 
And all the tranſports of my youth renew... R 6 in 
4 Shade of my love !—Ah ! whither art thou flowa? I" 
1 Sͤtay thee, celeſtial viſion —pitying ſtay.— 1 * | fe 
4 Even this ideal happineſs is gone, Ne 
5 The bright etherial ſemblance fades away, 
1 | Leaves me to weep in vain her early doom, | P 
N | | And graſp in agony the filent tomb. l * = 0 
Ta 1158 Darwick, ſlightly looking it over, ob- K 
& ſerved that gee 5 were at a fine paſs when girl, Wil | 


: „ brought 
| * OFT ws occhi di ch'io parkai fi calamente," c. 


- 


. hy . 
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drongbe up upon charity, could find no better, 
employment than ſcrawling ſuch ſtuff as that. 
However, Miſs, (added ſhe) I am in part to: 
blame for having ſpoilt you by indulgence, and 
me ſooner you are removed from a ſituation 
W :bove yourſelf the better. We have given you 
2 very. good education, and if you behave de- 
W ceatly where I am going to place you, it may 
turn out mote for your advantage than living 
3 with us, where you mix with none but your ſu- 
periors; if you will be induſtrious and get rid of 
. your high notions, perhaps ſome clerk or under 
bartner may take a fancy to you, and you may 
I chance to get "comfortably ſettled, which will be 
better thing than ſetting up for a fine lady 
3 | without a Uxpaiioe: chat Jour can call) TR. own. 


1 Matilda, bluſhing with ſhame and d 
at this harangue, enquired. when ſhe was to de- 
part, and received. orders to be ready gainſt five; | 
W o'clock. The few intervening hours were ſpent 
W in putting up the reſt of her clothes, and receiv- 
ing the inſtructions of Mrs. Darwick, who pro- 
ſeſſing to wiſh her well, and to have principally 
Conſulted her benefit in parting with her, com- 
pelled her to liſten to a tedious diſcourſe in praiſe 
of her own indulgence and generoſity, mingled 
with much reproof, and many admonitions to 
amend and profit by her counſels. This laſted: 
ill me hackney coach, Wren Was to convey her, 
| was 
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was at the door; when having thanked Mrs, 


forded ker, and bidding adieu to Miſs Anne, who 
ſcarcely deigned to notice or return her civility, 


ſhe got into the coach, and was fet down at the 
1 of Ty Firkin, upon Fiſh- Street-Hill. 


Fs ſhabby looking footboy MES came to the 
door, ſaid, his miſtreſs was juſt ſtept out, but 
had left word that if a lady came during her ab- 


fence ſhe might be defired to walk up flairs ; ſhe 


Was accordingly ſhewn into a parlour, uv here in 
a few minutes ſhe was joined by the lady of the 
houſe, who as ſoon as the firſt ceremony of re- 
ception and welcome had paſſed, informed her 


that ſhe was juſt going to her country houſe, whi- 
ther ſhe hoped it would be agreeable to accom- 


pany her; and then apologized for quitting the 


room, by being obliged to ſuperintend the pack- 


ing of a baſket. which eontanied'1 forms 8 


for the morrow. 


Matilda, who bad. never now. in the city be- 


fore, was not impreſſed with a very favorable 
idea of her new habitation; the afternoon was wet 
and gloomy, and the dirty appearance of the 
ſtreet, with the inceſſant noiſe of carts and car- 
riages, inclined her already to rejoice at the 


proſpe& of exchanging it for the country. 


Their tea was diſpatched with much buſtle and 


expedition, and ſhe then atten 1 | her LATE to 


the 


Darwick for the proteRtion ſhe had hitherto af. 
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| the Walworth tage, where being ſeated with 


four other paſſengers, beſides two young children 
and innumerable parcels and packages, they flow- 
ly proceeded towards the place of their deſtina- 


5 tion. 
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The ach flonped at a row of new » built brick 
houſes, ſeparated from the turnpike reſt only by 


| 2 ſmall graſs plot road, ſurrounded with wooden 


rails, and Matilda underſtood with ſome furpriſe 
that this was Sir Joſeph's country reſidence, which 


appeared to her to differ from a ſtreet in London 
| only by the want of a Peement. 


As the evening was now fair, Lad Firkin 


| having conducted her gueſt all over the houſe, 


propoſed a walk in the garden, which was a flat 


W ſlip of ground: ſecured by a high wall and orna- 
W mented with turf and evergreens in various de- 
W vices, according to the fancy of its poſſeſſors. 
Complaiſance obliged her to join in her Ladyſhip's 
W admiration and aſtoniſhment at the wonderful 
8 progreſs of vegetation ſince her laſt viſit, and ſte 
was not ſorry when the duſk obliged them to re- 


enter the houſe, where the time was paſſed in 


tion at ſupper, which conſiſted of anecdotes of 
the * 56 60H which the waſter of the houſe 


converſation while they waited the return of Sir 
Jofeph who was gone to che club. 


| Matilda nl: rad no Sears"! in the 3 
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As ſoon as the cloth was removed, Lady Firkin 
turning to her gueſt, ſaid, “ As this is Saturday 
night, my dear, if you have any thing to do for 


Joſeph calling out with well-meaning vulgarity 


rad picked up among his friends at the taverq, 


_ to-morrow we'll excuſe you. Glad to avail ber. 
ſelf of this permiſſion ſhe roſe to withdraw, Sir 


as the retired, © Aye, aye, Miſs, bruſh up your 
beſt bib and tucker, for here's my Lady's nephew 
and another fine flaſhy young ſpark Rong here 

to dinner to-morrow, {ſo mind your eye,” 
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Neither th is notice nor the manner of conver- 
ing it, tended at all to leſten the diſguſt ſhe had 
eonceived from her firſt introduction. But a 
there was no remedy, ſhe reſolved to endeavour 
to be pleaſed with whatever might be her lot, 
and cheerfully to conform to the manners of thoſe 
about her till the return of Mr. Darwick, which 
; would enable her to quit her preſent ſituation, 
and perhaps facilitate the attainment of ſome 
gather more oonſonant to her taſte. 


In this reſolution the met the family net 
morning, and acceded to their propoſal of walk- 
ing with Sir Joſeph to a church at the diſtance of 
three miles. On returning from this expedition, 

| fatigued with the heat and duſt, at an hour which 
in Clarges- ſtreet had frequently been the time ol 
. breakfaft,. ſhe. found her Ladyſhip extremely di. 
\\Sencerted from the apprebegþon of having her 

dinner 


MATILDA FITZ-AUBIN, 145 
dinner ſpoilt, by waiting for her viſitors who 
were not yet arrived. While Yhe was venting 
her vexation to Sir Joſeph they made their ap- 
W pearance, and Matilda was introduced to Lady 
W Firkin's nephew, Mr. Green, and his friend Mr. 
g Spriggins, who apologized for having paſſed the 
appointed hour, by ſaying, that they had been 
out all night kicking up a r%, at Vauxhall. 


W ducing dinner to relate the anecdotes of their 
tended to impreſs the hearers with a conviction 


' which ſeemed with moſt of the company to ſue- 
ceed as well as they could wiſh. 3 


lr an awkward booby can once conquer his 
baſhfulneſs, he commonly ſtarts into the oppoſite 
extreme of impertinent familiarity; this tranſition 
had been atchieved by her ladyſhip's nephew, 
who, without increaſing his knowledge, had got 


cloſe imitation of his friend Mr. Spriggins, fan- 
8 cied himſelf a very confpicuous character as a 
wit and a bsau; or in bis own e a * 
Y natty fellow. $2. 


This excuſe being accepted, they continued 


rid of his modeſty ; and though ſtill pert, igno- 
rant, and vulgar, yet by dint of aſſurance, and a 


ff 


W cyening's amuſement, in a ſtyle which was in- 


ef their being fellows of infinite humour, and 


Mr. Spriggias, whoſe dreſs, manners, and 
ane, were intended to convey the idea 
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of his being 4 firſt rate buek ou: bel-eſprit, Wa 
extremely troubleſome to Matilda, who, from the 
-politeneſs:of Lady Firkin, forbore to check hit 
Impertinence as it deferved. He had not jet 
attained that laſt refinement in the code of fall. 
"bin, which teaches, that complaiſance to the l. 
dies is an obſolete .relic of the age of chivalry 
derogatory t to the dignity, and deſtructive of the 
character of a man of the ton; ſhe was there. 


Fore fi ingled out as tlie object of His attention 


.thro” the day, to be fatigued with the parade of 
his literature, and difguſted with his ridiculdy 


; 5 To . N his gallantry and! bo 


pe en: He wiſhed to: — Motul aa (Enterition 
retailed Rochefoucault and Lavater—nothing 
doubting the ſucceſs of his attempts to excit 
admiration, fince it had long been a ſettled point 
with himſelf, that whether gay, ſentimental, ot 
* profound; his attractions muſt be ever 4rreſiſtible 


When theſe gentlemen t took leave, the ples 
7 of the day were concluded by accompan)- 
ing them -for two miles along a turnpike road 
Gere el with duſt by the carriages, and in- 
commoded by the number of people who, on! 
fine Sunday evening, crowd the roads in the vici 
nity of London. IT his was declared by Sir Jo 
ſeph to be vaſtly pleaſant; but her ladyſhip adcing 


n "Bt ſhe was _ tired, they returned — 
15 + 0 


ED 4”; the oonverſation cating upper turned 0 
W the events of R 


ce « Are) you always ſo filent in company, , wy 
85 


8. gins ſeemed quite ſtruck, and Leh think” you” ve. 


bade a conqueſt ; but T-can tell you you'll be- 
| monſtrouſſy envied, for half the girls at our aſ- 
embly are dying. for him, and he's well worth 
e catobing,” | 


« You'll have . good day's work of i it 


Z 1 promiſe you, Miſs, (eried Sir Joſeph) if you 


have nailed him, for to my knowledge, the old 
WE deputy is worth thirty thouſand pounds if he's 
WE worth a ſhilling; and this here is his eldeſt ſon, 
and as n ſay, the Squire of the family,” 

= © Don't you think. him monſtrous clever? 33 
W afked her lad yihip.. 


8 


3 « It is impoſſible « on ſo ſlight an acquaintance x: 
to determine; Mr. Spriggins certainly 1s 1 not at 


a loſs for converſation.” 


0 Oh, no, I aſſure you he's a very great ora- 


bor, and can make 2 ſpeech of an hour long; 


W for there ef winter evenings, Sammy and he 


Neos to Coachmaker's- Hall, and Splisgins i is 


5 quite one of their tip-top ſpeakers.” 


8 * As to that bulinefs, (ſaid Sir Joſeph) they 
| would be better at home; do you know Miſs, 
- 12 1 hey 
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gt - MATILDA FITZ-AUBIN-. 
they perſuaded me one night to go and hear their 
debating as they call it, but I could make neither 
head nor tail on't, only I remember Sam got up 


and talked ſome confounded. nonſenſe about an 
old maid and a \ widow.”! | | 


1 Law,” my "our, (faid her dpf) sir erg 
has no taſte for polite amuſements—that was one 
of their moſt important queſtions, and many 
people thought it was a great pity Spriggins was 
not a parliament man, he would baye cut ſuch a 


5 figure.” 
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They ſoon left the: las mad Sir Joſeph 
returning to town early in the morning, Matild: 
and her patroneſs were left to themſelves; and 
nothing but the reſolution ſhe had formed of ac- 
commodating herſelf to the inclunations of thoſe 
about her, could have alleviated the irk ſomneſ 
af her preſent mode of life. Lady Firkin was 
not ill-humoured, but ſhe wearied her gueſt with 
intended civility and inceſſant talking; the forma 
was diſplayed in never ſuffering her to be a mo- 
ment alone, and the latter conſiſting entirely of 
trifling ſcandal and anecdotes reſpecting ber 
neighbours and her own domeſtic affairs, was 4 
beſt unintereſting and tireſome; from the civili 
ſhe meant to practiſe. Matilda was obliged to 
_ accompany her in a continual round of tea vilits 
_ amidſt a daily repetition of the ſame company; 

| 8 or if no e of that kind offered, the 
evening 
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evening was ſpent at backgammon, which com- 

plaiſance obliged her to learn and attend to: 
amongſt the young people whom they met in 
their viſits, ſhe ſought in vain to find ſome ſo- 


ciety that might compenſate for the tedious hours 


ſhe was compelled to. paſs in their company ; but 


5 amongft the Miſſes of the village there ſubſiſted | 
a ſort of rivalry, which made it impoſſible to 
2 cultivate the particular acquaintance of any one, 
We without giving offence to the reſt; and they 


(emed leſs ſolicitous to make themſelves agreea- 
ble to the ſtranger than to inſpire her with their 


= prejudices reſpecting their companions. On Sun- 


3 days, together with Sir Joſeph, came Mr. Green, 
and his friend, who miſtaking her patient polite- 
BE neſs for approbation, ſeemed to vie with each 


W other in perſecuting her with r nag 


H impertinence. 


dant, fancied that with her they had removed all 
the obſtacles to their plan; and ſo conſtant was 
the intercourſe eftablifhed between them and Mrs. 


Beachwood, that Miſs Darwick paſſed almoſt half 
het time in Stratford-place. Even Mr. Beach- 
wood, tho? accufe in diſcerning, and by nature 


prone to ſuſpicion, was duped by the artificial 


ſemblance of ſweetneſs and affability ſhe aſſumed 


in bis . while her profeſſed attention in 
5 matters 


5 Mcantime the family in Clarges-ſtreet, well 
pleaſed at having ſo eaſily got rid of their depen- 
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matters both of condudt and expenee to the Prus 
dence. which he idolized as the firſt of human 
virtues, went farther in gaining his-good opinion 
than all the other artiſioos ſhe eould have practiſed 


to obtain it. 


But the point for which ſhe Had condeſcended 
to put ſo great a reſtraint upon hertnatural dif. 


poſition, was nothing advanced by its ſucceſ 
with the father and mother, Leſlie, who knew 


and deteſted her real character, was ſeldom at 
home when her viſits were made by appointment; 
and as he had his own engagements for the early 


part of the day, was never ſeen by Mrs. Beach- 
wood's morning viſitors; he heard in ſilence the 
praiſe beſtowed upon her by his mother, but had 
he leſs decidedly diſapproved of its object, that 


praiſe would have done but little towards inſuring 
his eſteem; for tho? Leſlie was moſt affectionately 


attached to his mother, and always treated her 


with every mark of kindneſs and reſpect, be 


vould by no means have truſted to her judgment 


- 


in © 


wolng him a wife, nor would he have been 


well ſatisfied with one who had reſembled herſelf, 
as there were ſome points of conduct which duty 


and: gratitude obliged him to overlook in a parent, 


but which in a wife would have made __ yel 1 
5 aniſerible. 18 


or THE enn. 


— 


5 * 1 ; 2— 


CCC PPP K 
5% — . - — 3 Se + © rk — * 
Ws R Fs * 


—— — 


Hr Ra fc, IV 


A 6 


RAN gar r 


* : 
83 

* 

8 

* 


